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He  molt  proper  Ob  jedts  of  admiration  in  the 
Divine  wildom,  are  >y  wAa-nx,  the Rom.ii.H- 
,  fear  chable  depth  and  rich  variety  thereof. 

That  admirable  diverfity  of  gifts  and  abi¬ 
lities  of  minde,  vouchfafed  to  men  to  ferve 
tlie  necdfities  of  thofe  times  and  places  to 
which  they  are  appointed,  that  elegant  vari¬ 
ety  of  Beings  in  the  world;  that  gratefull  d  i- 
fparity  of  occurences  which  the  hiltory  of 
every  age  of the  world  entertains  us  with, 
give  aflurance  that  there  is  a  riches  and  pleonafin  (  as  of  Grace,  fo  ) 
of  Wifdom  in  God  :  as  which  (  like  fome  full  word  that  cannot  be 
delivered  of  all  that  notion  and  fence  with  which  it  is  pregnant  with¬ 
out  variety  of  expreflions)  cannot  be  underftood  ana  made  out 
wihout  the  large  paraphrafe  of  fuch  a  multitude  of  excellent  initan- 
ces  and  difplays  thereof. 

And  the  faithfulnefs  of  Nature  to  its  Original  laws  of  motion,  the 
continuance  of  all  things  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  Creation 
awaken  a  conliderate  minde  into  a  quick  and  lively  fenfe  of  the  depth 
thereof.  Nulla  litura  eft  in  libro  natures,  God  never  faw  it  neceflary 
fas  upon  maturer  thoughts,)  to  corrett  and  amend  anything  in  this 
great  V  olume  of  the  Creation,  fince  the  firft  edition  thereof ;  which 
Mciently  refoives  us,  that  all  things  were  iflued  at  firft  by  a  minde 
that  doth  not  adpauca  refpicere,  but  that  did  look  the  whole  fylteme  of 
the  Creation  quite  through,and  comprehend  at  once  the  feveral  mo¬ 
tions  and  mutual  afpedts  of  fee  ondary  Agents,  from  the  beginning  of 
time  to  the  end  thereof. 

This  general  conllancy  and  harmony  of  Nature  in  its  operations 
is  not  fo  much  removed  as  commended  by  ( thofe  petty  difeords ) 
prodigious  occurrences,  whole  rarity  fometimes  commands  our  noti¬ 
ces  and  regards.  Thefe  are  but  the  Anomalies  of  Nature,  fome  tem¬ 
porary  exceptions  from  her  more  common  rules  of  motion ;  fhe  runs 
fometimes  againft  her  bias,  when  therub  of  fome  unufual  impedi¬ 
ment  dillurbs  her,  but  quickly  recovers  into  her  more  ealie  and  na¬ 
tive  courfe.  No  kingdom  is  limply  d?v.hv\o<  but  that  of  heaven,  and 
no  law  abfolutely  immutable  but  that  of  eternal  righteoufnefs!  Na- 
uire  is  but  Ars  Dei,  and  fo  admits  variety,  but  righteoufnefs  is  Imago  w  « 

Dei  an  emanation  from,  and  tranfeript  of  the  Nature  of  him  with 
whom  is  no  variablenefs,  nor  Jhadow  of  turning . 

Now  thefe  Errata  Natures,  Natures  lteppings  out  of  its  more  com¬ 
mon  road,  have  been  received  by  the  faith  (  phancy  )  of  molt  times 
tanquam  Dei  Feciales,zs  Gods  Heralds  to  proclaim  his  purpofes  of  war 
and  vengeance  upon  men ;  and  as  a  kinde  of  reall  prophefies  of  fome 
impendent  evils.  It  hath  been  concluded  that  as  Natura  libera.  Na¬ 
ture  in  its  ufual  freedom,  doth  declare  the  glory  and  power  of  God,  Pfal. 
j?.i.  Natura  fuperata.  Nature  quite  conquer’d  (  as  in  a  miracle  )  doth 
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report  and  confirm  the  truths  and  counfels  of  God  *,  fo  Natura  impedL 
tay  Nature  diflurb'd  and  hinder’d  (  as  in  a  Prodigy  )  doth  proclaim 
his  (  approaching  )  judgements.  i 

The  aefigne  therefore  of  the  prefent  Difcourfe,  is  fwith  freedom 
and  fobriety  )  to  make  enquiry  how  far  any  kinde  of  Prodigies  {fig- 
nal  orpoend  )  may  be  drawn  into  confequence  to  conclude  the  coun¬ 
fels  of  heaven  from  them  j  and  whether  that  Faith  and  Religion  with 
which  the  multitude  receive  them,  be  not  (  efpecially  )  owing  to 
thofe  two  credulous  and  fnperftitious  principlesfFearandlgnorance] 
which  ufually  manageand  deprave  their  affections  and  conclufions. 

I  readily  forefee,  that  as  to  fome  perfons  (  more  eafily  moved  by 
the  common  ayr  of  popular  prejudice  )  Religion  and  a  great  Truth 
will  feem  too  much  concerned  in  the  argument,  to  be  difhonour- 
ed  to  a  quellion  •  fo  to  others  of  more  levere  and  examined  prin¬ 
ciples,  it  will  appear  to  hold  too  much  of  imagination  or  impofture, 
to  receive  the  credit  of  a  ferious  debate.;  and  therefore  hadlde- 
ligned  no  higher  ( in  thefe  papers )  then  barely  to  be  publick,  1  fliould 
have  made  choice  of  fomemore  obliging  and  inviting  theme,  and 
with  which  my  thoughts  have  been  longer  acquainted:  But  that  which 
thus  far  reconciled  me  to  the  Argument,  was  a  regard  to  th z  Profitable¬ 
ness,  Pleafure3  Sea[onablencfs3  of  a  Difcourfe  thereupon. 

Firft,rt  will  ( in  defigne  at  leafi)  be  profitable  to  very  great  purpofes3\\z, 
Firlt,  To  fecure  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  common  life .  For  if  when¬ 
ever  the  sk.ie  #  fcd  and  lowring  (  the  face  of  heaven  puts  on  a  different 
colour  and  appearance  from  what  it  ufually  looks  upon  us  with  )  we 
muft  conclude  fome  approaching  florin  in  the  Rate,  every  man  mult 
needs  hold  the  peace  and  ferenity  of  his  mindeby  avery  crackt  and 
litigious  title.  How  can  a  man  (as  he  is  counfelled )  cat  bis  bread  with 
joy  and  drin\  his  wine  with  a  cheerfull  heart 3  if  every  ftrange  accident 
mull  perfwade  him  that  there  is  fome  fword  of  vengeance  hanging  o- 
ver  his  head  (  byathreed)  ready  to  fall  down  upon  himfelf,  or  that 
common  body  he  relates  to,  inwhofe  welfare  every  good  man  con¬ 
cerns  himfelf  Mens  hearts  will  be  alway  failing  them  for  fear,and  for  loofi- 
ing  after  the  things  which  are  coming  on  the  earthyLuke  zi.i  6- 

A  fenfe  hereof  gave  occafionto  the  Heathen  Poet  C  whofe  Philo- 
fophy  or  Divinity  ferved  him  not  to  reprehend  the  fuperftition  of  Pro¬ 
digies  )  thus  to  implead  the  Majefty  of  heaven  for  alarming  the  world 
continually  with  thefe  direfull  Omens  of  an  approaching  evil. 

_ Cur  hanc  Tibi  { Rector  Olympi ) 

Sollicitis  vifum  mortalibus  addere  curamy 
Nofcant  ventures  Ut  dira  per  Omina  clades  ?  Lucan.  Pharfa.  /• 
Which  words  (that  I  may  the  better  fervc  my  purpofe  of  them  )  I 
thus  make  Englifh. 

Why  doth  Heavens  Lord  foretell  mens  fate 
By  Omens  ?  and  fo,  antedate 
Their  evils  *,  ( twice  unhappy.!  )  mulV 
^len  take  up  mifery  on  trull  ? 

I’d  yeeld  ex  tempore  my  breath, 

Nor  would  I  die  for  fear  of  death. 

And 
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And  (  indeed  )  I  underftand  not  how  many  men  couli reconcile 
their  fecure  and  quiet  thoughts  to  their  vain  perfwafions  concerning 
prodigies,  but  that  I  obferve  their  ufage  is  upon  any  fuch  occurren¬ 
ce  s  to  charm  down  their  fears  with  fuch  like  words,  What  theft  things 
Jigmfie  time  to  come  will  dccUre. 

Secondly,  It  wil lalftftrve  the  honour  of  Religion,  which  the  common 
reverence  of  Prodigies  doth  greatly  trefpafs  upon  •  and  that, 

x.  /Is  it  detains  men  under  a  conftant  Pedagogy  tomany  baft  and  ftrvile 
fears.  Whence  Religion  is  eafily  concluded  a  great  Adversary  to 
(what  it  mainly  defignes  to  bring  on  upon  the  world  )  a  true  gene- 
roufnefs^  anduniverfal  freedom  of  fpirit,  and  that  its  whole  bufinefs 
is  to  fubduethe  fpiritsof  men  to  fome  cold  and  little  obfervances, 
pale  and  feminine  fears.  Hence  men  quickly  grow  weary  of  it,  as  ofc 
a  yoke  that  continually  gallsthem,  and  conclude  themfelves  gainers 
if  they  may  bu£  purchafe  manhood  with  Atheifm.  This  was  that 
(efpecially)  which  gave  Epicurus  the  confidence  ofthrufting  God  and 
Religion  quite  out  of  the  world,  and  folving  all  the  Phenomena  oft 
Nature  without  calling  in  any  a  Alliance  from  the  power  and  provi¬ 
dence  of  any  Agent  iuperiour  to  Natural},  even  that  bondage  and  fer- 
vility,  which  he  obferved  mens  ears  bor’d  unto  by  the  Religion  of  his 
times,  which  was  nothing  but  a  timerous  andbafe  obfervance  of  the 
Signes  of  heaven,  direfull  Omens,  prodigious  occurrences,  again!! 
Whole  evil abodements,  men  arm’d  themfelves  with  (paper  again!! 
pod-guns)  a  few  bodily  and  ineffective  Rites  and  Ceremonies-  F car 
bindes  in  the  powers  of  the  foul,  debars  it  the  eafie  ufe  and  enjoyment 
of  it  felf,and  therefore  the  foul  hates  the  womb  that  is  conceived  to 
bear  it.  Religion  can  never  be  amiable,  till  it  appear  defigned  not  to 
increafe  the  fears  of  men,  but  truly  to  cure  and  remove  them- 

2.  The  fuperftition  of  Prodigies  commits  no  fmallwajte  upon  Religion,  in 

regard  the  fears  it  creates  abu  ft  themindes  of  men3  proving  generally  but 
d  vitro  j iilgur a ,  vain  as  the  fhadows  ofthe  night-Thefe  Prodigies  thread- 
ten  a  vengeance  to  we  know  not  whom,and  to  fall  we  know  not  when. 
Now  as  the  falfe  and  tinfel  miracles  among  the  Pa- 

pills  moll  fatally  wound  Religion,  becaufe  deriving  a  fufpicion  upon 
the  true  ones  when  once  detedtedjfo  falfe  anddelufive  fears  introduce 
(  upon  pretences  religious )  difparage  and  diferedit  all  the  true  ones, 
ana  Religion  is  in  danger  to  be  concluded  but  mendacium  officio fumt  a 
ufingtheweaknefsof  l'ome  men  to  the  fervice  ofthe  common  peace 
and  quiet.  Religion  is  not  to  be  dallied  with,  nonpatitur  lufumfides.  Pi¬ 
ous  frauds  (  as  ftrong-watersdothe  body)  may  perhaps  help  Religion  in 
a  fit,  but  ( if  ufed  familiarly)  difable  the  native  heat  and  ilrength  there¬ 
of-  Hay  and  ftubble\ aid  upon  a  good  foundation  (  fuch  I  account  well- 
meant  forgeries  in  Religion  )  will  catch  fire  and  confume  at  la!!,  and. 
leave  a  great  llain  and  foil  upon  the  very  foundation. 

3.  As  it  reports  Religion  a  Syfleme  of  fome  pitifull  rites,  [neaping  and 
beggerly  entertainments  of  theminde:  there  is  nothing  more  effectually 
enclines  fubtile  mindes  to  Atheifm ,  as  the  evaporating  of  Religion  into 
a  multitude  of  touchy  and  critical  modes  and  obfervations,  which  can¬ 
not  command  a  reverence  to  themfelves  before  dilcerning  minds, which 

A  3  foon 
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foon  fee  through  them,  they  are  fo  thin  and  airy.  To  difmis  this  fe- 
cond  particular.  If  thefe  devouter  perfwafions  concerning  Prodi¬ 
gies, produce  not  in  fome  minds  any  fuch  fowre  thoughts  of  Religion, 
*tis  folely  oweing  to  the  power  of  fome  happier  principles  in  conjun¬ 
ction  with  them  by  whofe  activity,  the  malign  influence  of  the  for¬ 
mer  is overpowr’d  and  corrected. 

I  •  T  1  t,  _  .  - .  f _ *  C  H 1  j-/k  I  /In  t  /*  A  VVI  Wt  /1H  /f  1 0/1  P  n  m*  -t  S' -t  r,  <#/* 


Thirdly,  It  may  be  of  Ufe  to  reprehend  a  very  common ,  and  Perni c iota 


Err  our. 


i.  Avery  vulgar  and  common  Errour.  Iprofefsnottoknowany  one 
Hrrour  to  which  all  times  and  Perfons  have  been  fo  fatally  abus’d 
withallas  this  of  prefages  by  prodigies:  whereas  there  are  fome 
falfe  notions  which  are  Err  ores  Perfon#i  others  which  are  Errores 
Seculi ,  holding  of  the  peculiar  temper,  condition,  circumftances,  of 
the  Perfon,  or  Age,  in  which  found  j  this  feems  to  be  fin  a  manner ) 
Error  Muncli  ,  having  been  jullifi’d  by  fens,  Gentiles ,  Chriflians , 
(fame)  Ancients,  Modern^  Learned,  Simple ,  as  will  more  fully  appear 
in  the  iequele,  and  may  in  part  by  fome  few  inllances,  which  (to 
ferve  the  neceflity  of  the  prefent  Argument;  I  (hall  here  infert. 

How  far  the  Heathen  were  leaven’d  with  this  fond  notion,  the 
names  and  titles  whereby  they  us’d  to  exprefs  any  fuch  Anomalous 
inllances  inNature,  is  but  too  pregnant  a  demonftration,all  of  them 
carrying  with  them  a  promife  of  forefhewing  fomewhat  Future, 
(that  which  perhaps  hath  betrayed  a  great  many  to  a  like  opinion 
of  them,moll  people  undemanding  little  befldes  names  and  words) 
Amongll  the  Fathers  (to  do  them  right)  I  find  none  fo  exprefs  as 
Origen .  who  fpeaking  concerning  Comets,  tells  us  it  hath  been  ob- 


n'  rf  t  ierveclj  tnat  JO  OJI  ai  any  great  una. 

tycin  Jays  have  been  ^nmn .  forejhevoing  the  translations  of  kingdoms  ,  or  wars, 

yuan,  yji-  or  wj,at£ver  mcLy  happen  of  force  Sufficient  for  any  great  commotions  and 
y^f  difturbances  here  below.  Amongll  the  more  Modern  it  may  herefuffice 
cm;  to  take  notice  that  the  firll  occafionand  Original  of  Rogation  week 
'tpyw,  cw&-  (obferv’d  now  upon  the  religion  of  greater  principles.)  in  the  church 
is  by  Hillorians  (as  we  are  told)  refer’d  to  Claud.  Marnerm  Bilhop 
of  Vienne  in  France,  for  the  averting  of  fome  judgments  which  (upon 
Tiucuvov-  the  Obfervation  of  many  inaufpicious  accidents  and  prodigies) 
t ash/azfet-  were  radl  feary  t0  be  approaching.  Among  the  Learned ,  the 
height  of  Grotius calls  my  eye  upon  Him,  who  thus  expreffeth  him- 
',&c.  Solent  magnas  rerum  converfiones  pracedere  Comet# ,  gladii  ardentes , 

Orig.  in  Cclf.  aliaque  figna  ejufmodi.  As  for  the  common  fort  of  men,  as  they  are  (by 
x-  the  piainnels  of  their  Hate;  more  apt  to  retain  a  quick  fenfeofthofe 

D.  Ham-  early  notions  qu#fequuntur  Haturamfimplicem,  which  follow  Nature, 
mond.  Vcf.  £mple  and  unfuborn’d,  by  fubtilty,  intereft,or  paflion,  (for  we  find 
Liturg.  §.5  b  the  notices  of  a  God,  of  a  future  Hate,  of  the  fouls  immortality  take- 
Grot.  Hot.  in  jn(T  f.fter  hold  0fthe  populacy  then  of  fome  of  the  more  fubtile  and 
Preph.  foe!,  difeurlive  Philofophersj  fowithall  are  more  imprelfive thole  which 


follow  Haturam  vitiatamj  Nature  tainted  and  deprav’d  with  guilt 


2.  ?o. 


and  ignorance,  and  the  many  Idols  confequent  unto  both  ;  amongll 
which  this  notion  concerning  Prefages  by  Prodigies  will  appear 
(in  its  place)  to  be  no  fmall  one,  fo  that  it  may  feem  like  tome  . 
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weeds  in  the  water,to  have  a  very  diffus’d  and  broad  leaf  but  grow¬ 
ing  from  a  very  weak  and  pitifull  root, (generally  receiv’d.but  with¬ 
out,  yea  againft  evident  and  apparent  reafonj 

z.  A  very  pernicious  err  our,  as  having  a  moft  malign  influence  upon 
the  M in de  and  Under founding , [upon  Philofophy, and  upon  Divinity. 

i  Upon  the  mind  and  Under  ft  and  ini?  it  felf.  No  two  things  do  fo 
ufurp  and  waft  the  faculty  of  Reafon,  as  Enthujiafm  and  Superftition : 
the  one  binding  a  faith,  the  other  a  fear  upon  the  Soul,  to  which 
they  (vainly)  intitle  fome  divine  difcovery  ;  both  train  a  man  up 
tobeleeve  beyond  poflibiiityof  proof,  to  deliver  over  himfelf  (in  a 
kind  of  captivity  of  Underftanding)  to  the  confident  dilates  of  the 
foils  of  imagination,  to  determine  of  things  by  meafures  phantafti- 
cal(rules  which  cannot  maintain  themfelves  in  credit  by  any  fober 
and  fevere  difcourfes)  both  inure  the  mind  rather  to  divine  then 
to  judge,  to  difpute  from  Maximes  rather  vehement  then  folid,and 
place  a  man  (  if  he  chance  to  miftake  )  beyond  poffibility  of  con¬ 
viction,  it  being  in  vain  to  prefs  an  argument  upon  him  tnat  thinks 
he  can  confront- a  Revelation,  a  miracle,  or  fome  ftrange  judge¬ 
ment  upon  his  Adverfary,  againft  your  conclufion;  nor  is  there  a 
greater  evil  then  wickeanefs  eftablifht  by  a  law,  and  errour  by  reli¬ 
gion,  and  an  ignorant  devotion  toward  God.  And  therefore  no 
pains  and  care  too  much,  to  remove  thefe  two  beams  from  the  eye 
of  humane  Underftanding,  rendring  it  fo  inefficient  tor  a  juft  and 
faithfull  difcovery  of  objeCts  in  Religion  or  common  fcience. 

2.  Upon  Philofophy.  For  when  once  Superftition  hath  advanced 
thefe  Prodigies  into  the  repute  of  divine  meflengers,  it  willeafily 
be  inferred  a  neceffary  refpeCt  towards  them  to  keep  fome  diftance', 
and  not  to  approach  them  too  nearly  by  too  bufy  and  curious  an 
enquiry  into  their  natural  and  immediate  caufes.  We  find  among 
the  Grecians  thofe  which  firft  made  a  tender  of  the  natural  caufes  of 
lightnings  and  tempefts  to  the  (as  yet)  ruder  ears  of  men,  werepre- 
fently  blafted  with  the  reproach  of  Atheifts*,  as  if  to  ftiew,  how 
many  wheels ,  in  fome  great  Engine ,  move  in  fubordination 
to  the  production  of  fome  great  work,  were  to  obfcure  and  ecclypfe 
the  art  of  the  Artificer. 

3*  UponDivinity  alfo  •  Becaufe  the  conceit  conciliates  reverence 
to  a  lie,  and  chriftens  the  vain  andfoft  fears  of  ignorance  by  the 
name  of  prudent  forefights  and  religious  obfervances  of  God  : 
whence  the  foul  is  brought  (like  fome  of  the  ancient  Heathens)  to 
give  worftiip  to  its  very  paffions  and  difeafes.  Stories  of  Prodigies 
may  perhaps  ferve  to  deceive  the  tadium  of  a  winter  night,but  when 
once  they  advance  (£  focis  ad  Arabs')  from  the  chimney  corner  to  the 
Church,  and  are  adopted  the  meafures  ofa  religious  faith  or  fear, 
advanc’t  the  ferious  motives  of  Repentance,  ’tis  time  to  throw  con¬ 
tempt  upon  them.  A  lie  never  did,  never  could  ferve  the  intereft 
of  truth 

The  Church  of  Rome  (whether  to  ferve  the  intereft  of  Philofophy 
or  Divinity,  I  fhall  not  here  concern  my  felf  to  enquire)  hathex- 
preft  her  felf  (  fas  eft  &  ab  hofte  doceri )  by  her  reprefentatives  a  great 

adverfary 


Pcfftmum  eft 
&  pUni  peftis 
(y?  tabes  intel - 
leftus  ft  vanis 
accedat  vens~ 
ratio . 
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adverfary  to  this  inftance  of  fuperftition,  the  obfervation  of  porten¬ 
tous  accidents.  We  find  in  the  Catalogue  of  books  prohibited  by 
'Urban,  viii.  this  interdicted  among  the  reil.  Author  Chronici  prodigio - 
rum  &  ojUntorum ab  exordio  Mundi  ufquead  An,  1557.  And  Gregory 
the  Great  (reprefented  to  pofferity  as  one  raoft  lludious  of  the  propa¬ 
gation  of  the  Ch'ril’tian  Religion)  was  a&ed  by  fo  great  a  zeal 
againllit,  that  we  are  told  he  took  care  for  the  extirpation  of  that 
(otherwife)  excellent  Hiilorian  [Livy]  out  of  all  Libraries,  ob  tam 
frcquentem&  accurdtam  portentorum  cnumerationem,  for  his  fo  frequent 
and  critical  enumeration  of  all  the  Portenta  which  Teem’d  to  attend 
any  great  Action.  Though  1  think  too  hafty  and  fevere  a  judgement 
pall  upon  that  Hiilorian,  whom  wefhalleafily  perceive,  not  more 
leaven  ’d  (in  mind)  with  that  kind  of  fuperfiition,  then  Herodotus  or 
Tachm,  and  others  which  Hood  in  no  better  light  then  he  did.  How¬ 
ever  much  may  be  pardon’d  to  a  great  zeal  to  a  good  undertaking. 
The  mind  of  man  was  made  for  Truth  and  Goodnefs,and  therefore 
ihould  notin  any  matter  (if  the  remedy  fell  within  our  compafs) 
be  put  off  with  the  bare  form  and  idol  of  either  *,  But  where  an 
errour  hath  once  ceas’d  it,  which  is  (what  fome  fay  of  a  comet) 
both  malum  &  caufamali ^  an  evil  and  a  pregnant  caufe  of  evils,  no 
need  then  ofthe  voice  of  thunder  to  awaken  charity  to  endeavour 
(as  it  can)  itsremedy  and  removal. 

Thirdly,  This  Difcourfe  may  be  profitable  to  ferve  the  jnfi  intereftof 
State,  and  that; 

1.  As  it  tends  to  fecure the  honour  of  Afts  of  State  and  the  refults  of  pub - 
licit  counfel.  How  mean  a  value  and  regard  fhallthe  ififues  ofthe  fe- 
verell  debates,  and  the  commands  of  Authority,  find,  if  every  piti- 
full  Prodigy-monger  have  credit  enough  with  the  People  toblaft 
them,  by  telling  them  that  heaven  frowns  upon  them,  and  that 
God  Writes  his  difpleafure  againll  them,  in  black  and  vifiblecha- 
re&ers,  when  fome  fad  Accident  befalls  the  complyers  with  them  ? 

2.  As  u  tends  to  ma^e  men  more  manageable  to  the  commands  of  Autho¬ 
rity,  which  eafy  men  may  quickly  be  frighted  from  by  fuch  images 
of  llraw,  as  the  relations  of  monfiers  and  ilrange  fights  are.  Ofwhac 
illconfequence  the  Pomanes  at  laft  found  the  obfervation  of  fignes 
an  Womens  to  be  (in  war  especially)  appears  from  what  Tully  hath 
left  recorded  viz.  that  how  foe  ver  they  were  in  his  time  ab  Urban-k 
retenta j  retain’d  in  fome  repute.  With  the  Citizens,  (for  good  rea- 
fons  of  Hate)  yet  they  were  i  bellick  fublata,  quite  banifht  the  camp, 
becaufe  they  found  that  the  ignorant  multitude  (like  bealls)  would 
not  drive  well,  if  any  fuch  bug-bears  were  fuffered  to  lie  before 
them.  Now  where  weak  men  (like  the  horfe  of  Alexander )  are 
ready  to  Hart  and  fly  off  from  their  Rulers  and  Guides,  becaufe 
frighted  with  (hadows,  ’tis  but  a  charity  to  them  and  the  publick 
to  turn  them  to  the  Sun,  to  lead  them  to  the  light  bya  faithfull  in¬ 
formation  of  their  judgements. 

3.  As  it  minijiers  to  the- quiet  and  tranquillity  of  the  State.  That  man 
that  hath  already  incircled  his  own  head  with  a  Glory  and  is  ilrongly 
perfwaded  that  Gods  honour  and  the  Gofpel  Hand  or  fall  with  his 

/  private 
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privateOpimon;Will  need  no  gteatRhetorick  to  perfwade  him  to  re¬ 
ceive  a  prodigy  as  a  fign  from  heaven  to  encourage  any  endeavours 
to  advance  it.  Prophefies  concerning  the  deaths  of  great  perfons 
or  changes  in  the  State,  (a  kind  of  weak  ayr  which  carries  about 
and  commands  but  the  more  chaffie  and  lighter  faiths)  the  wifdom  - 

of  the  Nation  hath  judg’d  of  fuch  evil  confequence  in  a  State,  as 
by  two  leveral  Arts  of  Parliament  (under  fevere  penalties)  toin- c‘!?‘ , 
terdiftthe  publication  of  them.  Now  Prodigies  have  ever  been  ^cat* 
propos’d  as  a  kind  of  types  and  real  Prophefies  of  fome  black  days,  c*^‘ 
and  fome  wonderfull  alterations  at  hand ;  and  therefore  may  e  a  lily 
be  pre  fum’d  to  have  as  malign  an  influence  upon  the  people  (apt  to 
be  mightily  mbv’cDwith  what  ever  comes  toward  them  with  any 
fbadow  and  promile  of  Divine  and  Sacred)  as  the  former. 

Among  the  Ancient  Romanes  fubtil  Scatefme-n  made  ufeofthat 
Superftitious  observation  of  Omens  and  Prodigies f  ( to  which  they 
faw  the  people,  in  the  ruder  ages  efpecially  fo  invincibly  addi&ed) 
to  adt  and  manage  them  to  what  perfwafions  might  belt  ferve  the 
necefiitiesof  State  ;  to  which  pur  pole  they  had  their  Collegia  Vatum 
Publick  Diviners,  who  knew  to  bend  thefe  Ofier  acccidents  (as  the 
Mufti  can  doe  the  Alcoran  )  to  fuch  a  fence  and  fignification  as 
might  make  the  ea fie  multitude  manageable  to  the  purpofes  and 
deligns  of  their  Rulers.  And  ’twere  to  be  wifht  that  fome  Chrifti- 
ans  had  not  fince  tranfcrib’d  the  copy  of  this  Ethnick  example,  and 
endeavour’d  to  ferve  fome  fecular  ends  upon  the  credulity  andfu- 
perftition  of  the  multitude,  by  the  tendring  of  any  fuch  Prodigies, 
or  Prophecies  to  their  hopes  or  fears.  All  that  I  fhall  add  further  in 
this  place,  is  this.  He  that  alledgeth  barely  the  Spirit  of  God  to  ju- 
ftifie  an  Opinion  in  Religion  may  thank  himfelf,  if  he  perifh  in  the 
other  World;  and  he  that  quotes  onely  a  Prodigy  in  Nature  to  en¬ 
courage  any  (edition  in  State,  may  thank  himfelf  if  he  perifh  in  this. 

Secondly,  This  Vifcourfe  (without  oweing  much  to  the  Author.) 
mil  be  pregnant  rvith  pleasure  and  delight.  For1  things  rare  and  unufual 
(the  fub  je<R  thereof)  call  forth  the  Soul  to  a  very  quick  and  grate- 
full  attendance ,  whilft  matters  of  greater  worth  and  moment,  of 
more  familiar  occurrence,  (like  things  often  handled  and  blown 
upon)  loqfe  their  value  and  lufire  in  its  eye.  Now  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  things  new  and  Rrange,  gives  the  Soul  fo  high  apleafure; 

i.  Becaufe  they  prove  the  occafions  of  wonder  and  admiration 3  which  the  y'  r 
Philosopher  ranks  among  the  7*  things  pleafant  and  delightfull;  Y  . 

becaufe  ffaith  He)  admiration  comes  attended  with  a  tacite  deflre  3*  ™ 
of  learning  [more  fully  the  nature  and  caufesof  its  object]  though  }  (  .  v  % 

I  rather  think,  becaufe  admiration  is  ( as  the  Lord  Verulam  well  Riles  f727 
it  j  abrupt  a  gmdafti  fcicntiat  anEffayto  knowledge,  befides  we  flialf  -  .v  •  % 
obferve  that  the  a-dts’of  the  Soul  which  are  intenfe,  and  call  it  much  »  vPctQ1V70 
oil  from  it  felf,  [as  Profound  contemplations,  great  joys,  ecftacies 

a  great  love,  and  fo,  high  admirations]  create  it  a  moR  chaR  and  re- 

hn’d  pleafure.  Arilt.  Rhetn 

z  Bctaufe  Objeffs  not  as  yet  fully  \nown  ("as  obje<5l;s  rare  and  Rrange  I,c*  1  ** 
are)  ^cep  the  Soul  in  a  State  of  hope  and  expeefation  of  fome  huge  fat  is  faff  ion 
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in  a  greater  intimacy  and  acquaintance  with  them.  Now  fas  to  this 
Worlds  heaven )  the  Vittores  (becaufe  improving  their  felicities  by 
an  aflive  phancy  j  are  ufuilly  more  happy  then  the  comfrehen- 

5° 7'Becaufethe  Soul  of  Man  affeHs  a  kinde  of  ifnity  in  its  objects.  The 
affe&iors  are  alway  reaching  after  new  pleafures, the  defiles  aie  car¬ 
ried  forth  after  new  poflefiionsa  phancy  is  perpetually  entertaining 
the  minde  with  new  Ideas,  the  Underltanding  is  continually  calling 
for  a  new  Scene  of  contemplations.  Scaliger  alledpth  this  real  on 
of  the  delight  men  naturally  take  in  fables,  the  pictures  of  Anticks, 
and  Monftfrs,  (things  rare'  and  extraordinary.,  ever ^ 
e xceed  the  common  limits  of  truth,  and  mend  th  P  P  .  _ 

Soul  whfch  bv  its  unconfin’d  defires  and  motions  gives  it  felf  to 
underftand  that  it  is  of  higher  extraction  then  that  ot  abealt  and 
cannot  truly  compote  and  enjoy  it  felf  but  in  Union  With  God,  the 

infinite  Ocean  of  truth  and  Goodnefs.  .  ,  •  » 

Thirdlv  That  which  further  engig’dmy  thoughts  upon  this  Ar¬ 
gument  was  a  confideration  of  the  Seafonablonefs  thereof  We  have 

■  S' ■ 

clouds  before  a  ftormj  the  harbingers  offomeftmnge  “nufual. 
battel  to  the  ,  > tt  mpt  And  the  Earth  (their  Mother)  to  avenge 

confidence  or  that  attempt.  auuuicj-  v  Fame* 

the  deith  of  her  Sons,  to  have  brought  forth  their  iaitbilter, 

ous  reprefentations  of  them  to  derive  upon  me  .  .  and 

oDieiva  crconswhicb  are  quiet  in  the  land.) 

thT^^frhahr  lmh  been  hitherto  difcourft  concerning  the  profit 

this  one  confideration  to  excu.e  che  ^  thi  ^  ^hich  obtain 

Reader  Ahafty,  ignorant  ra  1  J  0f  reEgi0US  and  facred, 

/though  unworthily/  the  place  ana  p  *  :rm  An  over- 

c  oLieies  doe)  gives  no  fraall  advantage  to  Atheifm.  An  over 
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hafty  pulling  oft  (even)  the  wens  and  excrefcencies  from  the  body 


of  Religion,  may  prove  of  as  bad  conference,  as  a  permitting  them 
ftill  to  grow  upon  it.  As  our  Saviour  would  not  be  call'd  Good  in  an 
ignorant  courfefle,  fo  neither  (hould  thefe  Prodigies,  V&int  in  an 
ignorant  (corn  :  He  that  ('without  light  and  reiolution)  flights  and 
negle&s  things,  but  prefum’d  facred  and  religious,  is  but  a  more  for¬ 
tunate  Atheiii,  and  more  harmlefly  profane.  Look  as  (Tometimes) 
Perlonsonce  Sacred,  found  guilty  of  capital  crimes,  arefolemnly 
degraded,  before  they  are  executed  -,  lb  things  once  reputed  Sacred, 
ihould  be  firlt  degraded  (by  a  well  inform’d  judgment)  from  that 
Opinion  and  degree  of  refpeft  they  held  in  mens  minds,  before 
they  be  thrown  oft,  and  deliver’d  to  their  negleft  and  disregard. 

And  this  is  all  that  that  I  thought  neceflary  to  premife,  to  level 
the  way  to  a  fairer  reception  and  interpretation  of  the  enfuing 
Difcourle. 
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DISC  OUR  S  E 

Concerning 

PRO  D  I  G  I  E  S 

Wherein  the  Vanity  of  Prefages  by 

them  is  reprehended,  and  their  true  and 
proper  Ends  afferted  and  vindicated. 


CHAP.  I. 

Concerning  the  feveral  kinds  of  Prodigies, 

Great  wonders  of  divine  efficiency  alone :  thefe  divided  into  Ordinary  and 
Extraordinary .  The  fends  of  the  former  toucht.  upon,  Winders  extra « 
ordinary  (comprised  tinder  the  general  name  of  Prodigies  )  divided  into 
Signal  and  Penal.  Theujeofthatphrafeexcufed.  Prodigies  Signah 
Natural ,  Praternatural ,  Supernatural ,  what.  The  Prodigies  related 
in  the  Ethnic^  Stories*  excluded  this  number,  and  why.  Prodigies  Penal 
defer:  bed, 

T  is  the  Prerogative  Royal  of  the  King  of 
heaven,  that  He  onely  docth  great  wonders 
commands  Nature  to  what  a&ions,into  what 
pofture,  may  belt  ferye  the  ends  of  his  own. 
honourand  wifdom,  The  biggeft  works  the 
devil  doeth,  have  but  a  tympany  of  great- 
nefs,  are  a  kmde  of  pra&ical  fallacies ;  as  he 
is  but  Simia  Vei ,  fo  the  greateil  work  which 
falls  within  his  compais,  is  but  Simia  MU 
raculi,  and  owes  the  wonder  it  meets  with* 
not  to  its  own  real  greatnefs,  but  our  Ignorance. 

Now  thefe  wonders  are  either  Ordinary  or  Extraordinary. 

Firll,  There  are  iome  of  his  wonders  of  Ordinary  and  conflant  reft • 
fience  (  a  kinde  of  more  remarkable  paflages  in  the  Book  of  Nature  ) 
iuchasare., 

.  '  t.  The 

w  i  ,  « 
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of  the  federal  kinds  of  Prodigies  . 

i  The  Monadic a  Nature,  By  which  I  take  leave  to  underihnd  (at 
prefent)  thofe  works  in  Nature  which  are  of  fo  private  and  peculiar 
a  make  and  character,  that  they  Hand  almoft  alone,  and  hardly  ad¬ 
mit  their  pattern  in  the  whole  Syfteme  of  the  Creation ,  fuch  as  are 
bovlinc  fprings,  flaming  mountains,  petrifying  waters,  vail  chafms 
and  hiatus  in  the  Earthy  are.  the  initances  whereof  are  fo  various, 
that  there  is  no  countrey  but  hatn  its  mtra»da3  which  call  upon  it  to 
pay  the  conflant  tribute  of  a  deliberate  and  judicious  admiration  to 
him,  who  leemsto  inferibe  his  own  name  L  Wonderfull  ]  upon  all 

thefe  works  of  his.  .  \  ,  ..  .  r 

z  The  Lufus  Namrrt,  (as  I  may  ftyle  them)  the  difports  of  Nature  j 

fuch  works  wherein  the  hand  of  Nature  breaks  a.nd  divides  (as  it 
were  )  the  plain  ground  of  fome  common  nature  into  an  elegant  va- 
rietv  of  Individuals,  different  in  fhape  and  temper ;  as  is feeuin  dogs 
and  rofes,  as  alio  thofe  works  wherein  (  becaufe  delighted  as 
much  with  confent  as  variety  )  fe  jequiturq-,fugitq-?  (he  feems  to  fol¬ 
low  and  fly  from  her  felf  both  at  once,  aping  and  mutating  her  own 
works,  in  one  element,  by  fome  fimilar  figures ior dilpofitions  |  in 
different  pieces  of  thecreauon.in  another :  (which  ferve  as  a  kinde 
of  eratefull  repeats  in  the  harmony  of  the  world.) 

"  The  Varietates  N  above  elegant  and  copious  varieties  of  Nature, 
appearing  in  the  various  fpecies  of  things,  whicn  different  countreys 
fl  entertain  the  curiofmes  of  each  other  with,  that  one  appears  a  - 
kinde  of  conflant  Prodigy  to  another.  All  thefe  have  imployed  the 
hours  of  other  men,  and  befides  are  more  properly  entred  ..mong  the 
rarities  then  the  Prodigies  of  Nature,  andio  tall  not  within  the  lines 

°"f  Secondly”  Thereare'^'wderr  Extraordinary,  fuch  are  they  which 
happen  but  now  and  then,  and  are  a  kinde  of  fhort  and  tranfient  dif- 
cords  ftepping  in  fometimes  to  recommend  the  general  harmony  atid 
evenes  in  the  motions  of  Nature,  and  the  Government  of  the  w  orld, 

“stsssi  is;  » .0 

difeourfe,  (hall  be  fuch  as  the  neceffity  and  defigne  thereof,  rather 

may  be  bell  fervM ,  by  dividing  them  into  Prodigies  (barely  )  Signal 
wf  Penal :  For  though  l  have  no  faith  nor  favour  for  the  formerjet 
while  I  indite  them  at  the  bar  of  Reafon,  I  am  fore.t  to  take  notice 

of  them  under  fuch  names  and  tides,  as  common  opinion  hath  affixt 

UPThofe  which  are  (barely)  Signal  (fuch,l  mean.in  vulgar  account) 

^'’p'rodities™  atural,  fuch  I  reckon  all  thofe  of  whofe  particular 
and  immediate  caules  (though  rarely  occurring  )  we  are  Sufficiently 
refold  fuch  as  are  (  to  fpeak  with  the  people  )  falling- fUrs, 
Earthquakes,  Extraordinary  Eclipfes,  the  appearance  of-two  or  three  Suns 
at  once,  fome  kinde  of  monftrous  births.  With  thefe  I  number  all 
events  /befides  the  common  road  of  Nature  )  owing  to 
feme  accidental  (though  to  us  unknown)affi#ance  or  wtenupaonof 
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of  the  federal  kinds  of  Prodigies. 

Agents  purely  natural,  or  fome  fecret  and  referved  Law  in  Nature* 
as  Comets ,  Hew-fiars,  fome  extraordinary  alteration  in  the  heavenly  bodies # 
(  as  that  in  the  Planet  Venus  3  both  as  to  colour  and  figure  before  the 
times  of  Chrift,  often  mentioned  by  Afironomers  from  Varro  and 
*S. Auftin  )  and  the  ftrange  deliquium  of  light  in  the  Sun  about  the 
death  of  Cafar  *  Some  mufual  ebbings  and  flowings  of  the  Sea.  Thefe, 
I  reckon  Prodigies  Natural,  all  being  but  Natures  aftingof  its  part 
m  a  different  habit,  and  giving  us  to  know  how  it  will  exert  it  felf, 
when  fuch  Agents,and  fuch  matter  chance  to  meet. 

z.  Prodigies  preternatural ,  fuch  I  account  all  ftrange  Events,  which 
hold  of  no  fteady  caufes,  but  are  fcous)  folely  cafual  and  uncertain  j 
as  the  firing  of  a  houfeby  lightning,  the  coming  to  Jbore  of  fome  ftrange 
Ifndc  of  fifth  the  breaking  off  or  fianding  ftill  of  Rivers,  me ff ages  delivered 
by  fpirits ,  apparitions  in  the  ay  r  (  which  are  effedtsabove  a  natural,  and 
beneath  a  bare  fupernatural  A  gent. )  ■ 

3.  Supernatural ,  fuch  as  are  Events  of  which  Rea fon  is  fufhciently 
refolved,  tha‘t  they  exceed  the  powers  and  fufficiencies  of  all  Natural 
caufes-  For  look  as  in  Religion,there  are  quadam  juxta  Rationem  3  fame 
things  according  to  the  common  reafon  of  all  men,0/‘t-the  dodtrines 
of  temperance,righteoufnefs,obedience  to  God;]  fome  things  prater 
rationem  befide  reafon,  [the  difeoveries  of  God,  which  reafon  now 
apprehends  and  feals  unto  ,but  could  not  Mane  proprio3 of  it  felf  reach 
unto  ft]  fome  things  fupra  rationem  [  the  great  Articles  of  Faith,  tran- 
feendent  to  the  capacity,  as  Well  as  light  of  common  reafon;  in 
the  modes  and  circumftances  of  them:]  So  in  the  cornpafs  of 
Divine  Providence,  there  are  three  forts  of  works,  quadam  juxta  Na- 
turam,  fome  according  to  the  common  LaWsof  Natures  working; 
quadam  prater  Hatur am  fome  befide  common  Nature,  fuch  are  the 
Events  we  call  Prodigies,  which  though  according  to  Nature,  as 
confidered  in  fuch  circumftances  and  co-incidence  of  caufes,  yet  are 
befide  it,  confidered  in  its-more  ufual  and  familiar  methods  of  acti¬ 
on.  Quadam  fupra  Hatur  am  3  fuch  are  thofe  alterations  in  Nature, 
which  exceed  the  capacities  of  fecond  caufes.  In  a  Prodigy  (  ftridtly 
taken  )  Nature  fuffers  from  it  felf,  and  is  fin  a  fort)  both  vidtour  and 
captive  to  it  felf ;  but  in  a  Miracle,  Nature  is  folely  paflive  to  that' 
original  Minde  and  Power  which  gave  it  its  firft  Laws  of  motion.  ^ 

Thefe  fupernatural  Prodigies  fthoughlknow  nottobeleeve  any. 
fuch  now  happening  )  yet  muft  finde  a  place  in  this  difeourfe,  not 
onely  becaufe  fome  fuch  have  (as  Embafladours  extraordinaryjbeen 
difpatcht  heretofore  upon  fome  great  errand  fas  the  fearlull  E- 
clipfe  at  our  Saviours  death,  the  halftones ,  mentioned  fofb<  io.ii* 
fo  hugely  exceeding  the  common  ftandard  of  Nature,  and  perhaps 
the  fiery  fw ord  which  hung  over  Hierufalem3  fo  long  before  its  final 
deflation  )  but  becaufe  our  Adverfaries  are  fo  prone  to  over-value 
fuch  occafions,and  to  intitle  an  immediate  hand  ofheaven  to  all  fuch 
objedts  of  wonder. 

As  for  thofe  ftories  (  with  which  the  Ethnick  Legends  abound)  ot 
the  fp  easing  of  children  out  of  their  mothers  wombs ,  the  raining  of  J tones , 
the  Jpeahfng  of  oxen,  their  being  found  without  hearts  or  livers  when  brought 
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of  the  fevtral-  kinds  of  Prodigies , 

to  the  Altars,  fountains  running  with  ( real  )  hloud  for  a  Long  time  toge¬ 
ther  (  which  may  Teem  to  enter  a  fair  plea  for  the  honour  of  being 
marshalled  under  this  head  )  I  rejeCl  them  all  (with  Tully  )  as  fables 
and  impoftures,  with  which  the  world  hath  ever  been  abuied  (Rome- 
Pagan  was  as  good  at  inventing  (lories  of  Prodigies  and  Apparitions 
of  die  gods,as  Rome-Chriftian  of  Miracles  and  Apparitions  of  Saints  ) 
And  with  alike  faith  (though  better  aff'eCtion.becaufe  found  in. a  Po¬ 
em)  I  receive  many  of  thofe  Portenta ,  which  (  as  ’cisfaid  )  attended 
the  fall  of  Cefar, 

- - flmulachra  miris  pallentia  modi*, 

Vifa.fub  obfcurum  noftisypecudefque  locut#. 

Infandumjiflunt  amnes,  terraque  dchifcunt, 

Etmceftum  illachrymat  temp  Lis  ebur,  ceraq^  fonant. 

Nm  puteis  manarecruor  ceffavit.-'--—  .  virg-  Georg.  1. 1. 

‘T  was  but  proper  for  a  Poet  to  hang  the  whole  frame  of  Nature  fas 
it  were)  with  mourning  and  allonilhment,  upon  the  fall  of  fo  great 
a  Perfon  as  Cefar  was.  Gods  miracles  carried  majelly  in  thofe  vifible 
characters  of  Power,  Grcatnefs,  Wifdom,  llampt  upon  them ;  fthey 
were  never  vain  and  ludicrous  )  and  they  came  forth  upon  fome  er¬ 
rand  of  importance;  like  a  broad  feal  they  carried  Majelly  in  their 
afpeCl,  and  came  to  derive  credit  and  authority  upon  fome  matter  of 
great  weight  and  moment. 

Secondly  .There  are  a  fort  of  Prodigies  Penal  (fori  take  the  word 
in  the  latitude  of  its  fence  )  fuch  as  are  judgements  upon  perfons  or 
Nations  of  adreadfull  and  unufual  figure  and  condition :  f uddenar - 
refts  by  death ,  flrange  difcafes,  death  by  lightnings  or  the-fall  of  a  towrc,  un~ 
ujual  plagues 3  defeats  of  Armies  at  huge  odds  and  di [advantages,  murrain  of 
cattelj  very  unfeafonable  years ,  &c. 

Thefe  dillinCtions  premifed,  I  (hall  offer  the  belt  fervicelcan,  to- 
wardthe  deciphering  of  thefe  dark  characters  of  divine  Providence; 
and  make  enquiry  (  in  the  order  they  now  lie  before  us  )  into  the  in¬ 
tent  and  meaning  of  thefe  new  and  unwonted  occurrences-  In  which 
Effay,  I  (hall  afliime  the  liberty  (  which  I  readily  allow  another  )  of. 
advifing  freely  withReafon,  for  we  cannot  ( in  this  Argmment) 
take  to  any  other  Oracle  to  refolve  us,  if  we  intend  to  be  wile  to 
fobriety.  It  is  but  a  juft  valuation  of  our  felves,  to  let  no  vulgar  no¬ 
tions  commence  our  perfwafions,  before  they  have  pail  the  ferutiny 
of  our  ?\q  afon,  and  appear  to  merit  our  aifent. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Concerning  Prodigies,  Signal ,  Natural. 
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T  Shall  defcend  now  to  a  clofe  and  diilindt  difeourfe  concerning  the 
lfforementioned)  Prodigies  Signal  $  and  amongtf  them,  firrt  con¬ 
cerning  thole  which  more  immediately  refolve  into  caufes  Natural, 
Concerning  all  which,  I  offer  this  general  Thefts  to  proof.  Prodigies 
Natural  are  not  intended ,  nor  to  be  expounded  the  Prognofticks  oj  judge¬ 
ments  Suddenly  tocnfue  upon  whole  Nations  or  particular  perfons.  It  is 
(efpecially  )  ignorance  of  their  caufes  and  ends  which  hath  prefer-  Ifa.44- 
redTome  ofthefe  Natural  Prodigies  to  fo  great  a  veneration  and^ re¬ 
gard  in  many  mens  minds-  As  Ethnicifmof  old  made  the  gods  it 
worlhipt,  fo  ignorance  oft  makes  the  Furies  it  dreads. 

This  Thefts  I  {hall  endeavour  to  perfwade, 
i.  By  fome general Reafons and  Arguments. 
z.  By  a  particular  Induction  and  Survey  of  fuch  as  leem  molt  plau- 
fibly  pretended  the  filent  Monitours  of  fome  approaching  venge¬ 
ance.  -  •  •  ~  •  -  -  '  '  '  -T  ■  '  .  ; 

Firft,  By  fome  general  Reafons. 

.r  r  i  » .  -  p-  •  •  •  -  -  •  ■ '  }  r  •  i  ;  r.X  T 
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Jlcafons  to  prove  Prodigies  Natural  no  Signs  of  a  future 
judgement , 

The  fir jt  Argument  tafien  from  their  doubt  full  and  uncertain  indication  \ 
That  proved  from  the  confejfions  of  their  ableft  Expofitours  ;  From  their 
■different  Expofitions  in  all  times.  The  Interpreters  of  them  banifljt  the 
tfewijh  Common-wealth  of  old,  upon  this  account ,  Philo.Thuanus.  Tfie 
Argument  further  urged  from  Tally.  God’s  Signs  exprefs ;  The  life- 
lefnefs  of  thofe  which  are  not, 

2 .  ■  From  a  consideration  of  the  times  wherein  mo (l  attended  to.  The  rea- 
fon  why  a  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  times  and  (eafons-y  jVhenhaws  or  li¬ 
nages  fir  ft  obtained,  noted  from  K,James.  The  times  noted  efpecially  for 
gro.fs  ignorance  in  matters  of  Religion  and  Philofophy  •  Some  Obfer - 
vations  -upon  the  remaining  Regifters  of fuch  accidents  yet  extant:  The 
times  remarked  alfo  for  the  public^  fear  s  and  Ai fractions  happening  in 
them.  Livy.  Seneca. 

3.  From  the  natural  and  neceffary  Caufes  of  the  (e  things.  More  of  Na¬ 
ture  obfer vable  in  a  Prodigy,  then  common  Occurrences, 

4.  F  rom  the  Nature  and  temper  of  the  0  economy  we  are  now  under. 


■*  -  ••  •  *  .  -  a  r  i  ,  \  fr  *  *  -\  r*  ■  l  *  iT  ‘  \ 

Argument  which  I  fhall firft  offer  to  reprehend  the  common  Arg, u 
1  vanity  of  receiving  them  as  a  kinde  of  indications  in  bodies  Po¬ 
litick,  is  this :  Their  (pretended  J  indications  are  fo  hugely  perplext, doubt- 

C  fuil 
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full  and  uncertain that  it  cannot  be  concluded  what  judgement  they  portend  > 
or  whento  enfue,  or  whether  private  per  Jan?  or  whole  Nations  be  alarm’d 
by  them. 

If  God  do  Writ  t.tfdu  hominum  in  thefe  my  Hick  characters,  there  is 
none  on  ear  th  found  able  to  reade  the  writing >  and  ( with  any  certainty )  to 
ma^e  tyiown  the  interpretation  thereof .  -Mod  of  their  Expofitcurs  ( like 
thofe  HfQnArifiptlefatp  rather  Vates  qubnlnterprctes. Concerning  that 
prodigious  Comet  'Which  fhqne  in  our  fjemifpherej  Ann.  i£i8.  one 
that  pretended  himfelf  as  mueh  Ccelo  K  Conciliis  as  other  men,  yet 
thus  freely  delivers  himfelf,  Veum  immmtalem  l  quanto  ille  plures  de 
fefeferme  Opiniones  qubn  crines  [par fit.  To  a  like  purpofe  Ty  cho  Brahe 
.  f  di&waifoz  Qyg^hA^Vi^F' )iPecr^  Fhcenqmena? 

_ f  *  •>  -  S  tl nU  n  n  v  +  ow?  /i f\  lentil  r /iwi  *■>  C >1  nr  i  v  + 
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perfpicienti- 
am  veterum3 
nt  unus  terrae- 
motusy  mum 
fulmenunum 
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terra-motusy 
alterum  ful- 
men,altefum 
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men  to  difeard. their  &vy!tvr)$wi<£  xj  cruyjgGipifia,  dbyfMt.-w.jts  Omgen  calls 
them,  Opinions  brought  with  them,  and  woven  into  the  veryfirft 
contexture  of  their  minds  •,  )  he  adds.  Non  idcirco  Jtatuendum  Vcnm 

Maturam  talibus  n'oviter  formatis  corponbus  inaniter , illudere,  nihilque 
prafagii  muhio  ojiendere ;  as  if  they  mull  needs  be  in  vain,  unlefs  they 
aflfft  prefages  (  which  yet  no  man  is  able  to  reach  the  certain  know¬ 
ledge  of)  ' v.  ... 

A  truth  which  the  different  puipofes  and  fignifications  to  which 
thefe  Prodigies  have  been  ( in  all  times )  expounded,  make  faith  of. 
In  the  more  ancient  times  of  the  world,  when  they  had  their  Collegia 
vatum,  publick  ProfefTours  of  the  Arts  of  Divination,  by  any  unufual 
Fbcemmcn#,  in  Mature,  we  fhall  o b fe r ve  £ ^ ft h quakes  C ci metsy  L ig I: t- 
nings  8cc.  expounded  fometimes  latiaa  To  me  times-  tj  *  r'a  'Omina  \  All 
thele  images  (like  fome  among  the  Fapids )  were  made  to  look 
upon  the  people  with  a  frown  or  a  fmile,  according  as  the  Priefts  of 
old  (  for  State-reafons  )  were  plea  fed  to  manage  them  by  their  tub- 
tie  interpretations.  Thus,  in  latter  times*  they  have  always  (like 
bells)  founded  to  fuch a  tune  and  fence,  as  the paffengers phancy 
would  jmpofe  upon  them  :  Jhitfiuyhfurpitrea,  bloudyrain  ( in  the 
language  of  the  Naturalifls)  falling  at  Bruxclls,  Ann.  if  4  6  concern¬ 
ing  the  reafon  of  which,  there  are  extant  the  feveral  judgements  of 
Learned  men,  was  (no  doubt)  received  by  timerous  and  fofter  plian¬ 
cies  as  a  prefage  of  a  bloudy  war  fuddenly  toenfue ;  whereasothers 
owned  it  tanquam  Omenpacifici  foederis ,  and  aSigne  that  heaven  would 
fooner  rainbloud(  then  there  fhouldbe  any  further  effufion  thereof 
on  Earth  or,  Sea,  as  the  Poet  expreflethhimfelf  upon  that  occafmn, 
a*  :  dfam  fatfaeffufitm  terra. fiS.mar-tque. cruor is , 

Ipftc  tefiantur  queis  pluit  axis  aqu%,  ■  ■  '  * 

Thus  when  the  heart  of  Zuinglim  (  who  was  burnt,  being  found  a- 
mong  the  flain  )  was  found  intire  in  the  allies,  when  his  body  was 
confirmed,  hi^friends  (from  this  Ordc’el  trial-)  concluded  the  flout- 
nefs  and  fihc.erity ,  but  his  adverfaries  the  .obduratenefs  thereof.  But 
fKe'gratfe  hfift^riahmakfes  a  more  fober  gMPtfpWrf this  providence, 
chemeithO'* '  intKc^word^  Mi&wMtfc  odio  aut  amre  animis,  utfit 
nUgmkdi^emombuSy  pro  fc  qhijque  omnia  fuperft kitti  interpret amr  y 
V«ir  '.Mens 
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Mens  minds  difinrbed  with  lore  or  hatred  (as  it  Falls  out;  in  religi¬ 
ous  difee nces  ^  each  party  fuperftitroufly  interprets  all  accidents 
in  favour  ofitfelf- 

In  the  interim  We  may  fafely  infer  the  vanity  of  trufting  much  to  , 

thefe  Prodigies,  which  (like  mercenary  fouidiers  >  may  beeafily 
brought  to  fight  on  either  fide  in  any  cafe.  Accordingly  Philo  tells 
us,  that  the  law  cfMofes  banifht  from  the  Jewifli  Nation  Wfe  bioj-  '*&&*?*[* 

all  the  obfervers  of  birds,  and  regarders  of  £UX0‘7W,f/ 
Prodigies,  becaufe  thefe  Diviners  were  led  but  by  jpecjous  ■and  plaufible  „ 

conjectures’,  entertained  different phancies  of  the  fame  things ,  both  becaufe  dui w 

their  fubjeCi shad  no  fleady  and  fixt  Nature,  and  themfelves  were  unprovi -  inert 
ded  op  any  jure  Maxmcs,  by  which  to  meafureand  prove  the  conceits  of  their 
even  minds  in  reference  to  them.  to 

Can  it  now  be  reafonably  imagined,  God(  all  wkofe  ways  are  judge-,  ^ 
ment )  ever  intended  thefe  portentous  occurrences  as  his  trumpets  to  ^otv 
alarm  a  drowfie  world,  which  give  forth  auukov  obfeure  and  wpw 

uncertaina  found  ?  Can  it  poflibly  be  prefumed,  that  any  thing  is  wv  di&voiat 
there  fignified  where  nothing  ever  was  or  will  be  certainly  Under-  axpt&n 
fiood  ?  If  thefe  be  the  figns  of  the  gods  ( laid  Tullyt  difeouriing  upon  voy  'sfe^o.- 
this  argument )  why  have  they  always  been  fo  dark  and  obfeure  >  Ga&wi* 
for  if  they  come  forth  that  we  might  underhand  things  future,  they  &V&7 vj  tzI 
ought  to  declare  them  more  openly  and  plainly;.*/#  ne  occulte  quidem,  JbjuiKt.  1.  ic 
fieajciri  nolebant,  or  not  fo  much  as  darkly,  if  they  would  not  have  Monarc. 
them  underftood.  Did  God  ever  in  all  the  Scripture,  foretel  an  evil  1  Cor.i4;S; 
by  any  fuch  Winding  and  fquint-ey’d  Oracles  as  the  Old  Serpent  Tul deDivin, 
madeule  of,  which  ufed  to  work  men  to  fomeconfufed  and  pannick  f 
fears,  or  to  enfnare  them*  while  feeming  to  warn  them  ?'  When  he  ^uxeflifta 
fpake  to  Egypt  by  VniftK  the  Words  of.  his  figns,  Pfa,  ;  o  > . 

27.  they  were  fuch  as  Were  clearly  expreflive  of  his  minde  and  pur-  u^ifkatio  * 
pofe,  they  were  fuch  as  (  like  arrows  fhot  into  a  Town  with  letters  JA 
bound  about  them  )  did  bear  upon  them  their  own  fignification,  and  ffunciJtio 
gave  very  intelligible  intimations  of  their  end  and  intention  ;  where-  3 

as  all  thefe  fignes,  as  commonly  reputed,  give  forth  no  Cei:tain  noti-  Vohm  * 
cesofthe  events  they  point  unto;  For  they  are  not  Hierogiyp  hicks  pmMmortal 
of  the  judgements  (as  bearing  no  likenefs  and  refemblance  of  them )  ^  ^  ^rimiim. 
no  effective  caufes  of  them,  nor  yet  did  Scripture  (  a  confideration  ca  pAifican- 
in  Head  of  all  arguments.)  ever  Warrant  us  to  receive  any  of  them  tes  fua(ine  ~ 
with  thofe  religious  and  awfull  regards  which  are  owing  to  the  Mo- 
nitors  of  the  Divine  difpleafure,which  certainly  it  would  have  done,  „nvl  L(p1Jvniie 
had  the  hoiiour  of  God  and  (he  good  of  men  been  (o  hugely  concern-  (7rrr 

ed  in  them,  Ifftrf?  would  have*  f  /:  .  ,  .  .  deinife/p* 

Secondly,  Thames  wherein  thefe.  Prodigies  have  been  received  with  ^  7 

their  jirft  and  mo  ft  religious  regards^  were  fuch  of  fiifficiently  leffen  their  re-  ?  .X" 
pute  w/th  all  perfons  that  ufe  not  to  trujt  their  faith  without  fome  fccurity.  f 
Excellent  that  fpeech  of  K  .fames  t  A  good  'Crifis  of  a  Prefident  or  cu-  jijuidinczcl 

Cxcmplo,  tempera  fpeciania  funt.quando  primum  res  coepta:  inquibus  fi  vcl  confufio  regna - 
verit  vel  inf  Him  dcrogatflhid  imprimis  amhoritaiti  rcrum,  atquc  omnia  reddit  fufpcft<tm 

Cited  by  L^Bae(in.^ugt:Smmt\.i.pmfat.xu  .  :  -  .  . 
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ftom  maybe  made  by  an  attendance  to  the  condition  of  the  times 
wherein  they  firft  obtained,  which  if  remarkable,  either  for  the  igno¬ 
rance  or  confufions  of  them,  they  greatly  render  the  things,  tofu  fpi- 
cion  and  challenge,  which  received  their  firft  birth  and  original  in 
them.  Now  then  if  (  as  the  Aftrologers  ufe  )  we  calculate  the  Nativi¬ 
ty  of  this  Opinion  of  Prodigies,  we  fhall  finde  nothing  promifed  and 
fignified  to  oblige  our  affections,  becauie  (as  truth  obtains  molt  in 
times  of  greatknowledge  and  peace,  when  we  have  molt  ability  and 
leifure  to  judge,  fo  )  the  times  wherein  this  firft  and  principally  pre¬ 
vailed,  Hand  blemifht  with  thefe  two  great  evils.  Ignorance  and  Di- 
ftrattion,-  .  ' 

Firft.  They  were  times  ofgreatefi  ignorance  both  in  matters  of  Religion 
and  Learning. 

i.In  matters  of  Religion^ who  more  critically  obfervant  of  all  fuch  un- 
ufual  accidents,  then  the  Heathen  who  l^new  not  God?  whofe  whole  Re¬ 
ligion  (in  the  practice  of  it )  was  but  a  Syftem  of  ridiculous,  obfeene. 
and  inhumane  rites  ;  and  (in  the  {peculation  thereof  )  but  an  endlefs 
obfervation  of  Omens,  and  prodigies,  and  a  pretended  skill  of  inter¬ 
preting  dreams  and  ftrange  accidents.  It  was  among  the  Egyptians  (a$^ 
We  learn  from  Strabo)  a  great  inltance  of  Religion, dvct^kpav  g/j  rd  is ^ 
ydv.(j.[j.cL-m  to  enter  into,  their  facred  records  all  the  Errata  Natura  ; 
and  (perhaps  in  an  imitation  of  them  )  the  Romans  kept  their  annu¬ 
al  Regifters  of  the  feveral  anomalous  occurrences  in  the  world ;  fome 
fragments  of  which  have  reachtour  own  times*,  Upon  a  deliberate 
perufal  whereof,  four  things  (  not  unferviceable  to  our  general  Dif- 
courfe  )  offer  themfelves  to  our  obfervation. 

1 .  That  the  Events  fucceeding  them  were  as  often  happy,  as  unfor¬ 
tunate  :  the  truth  whereof  the  curious  Reader  may  foon  refolve  hini- 
felf  of  by  a  fhort  furvey. 

2.  That  they  generally  concluded  in  fuperftition >  the  people  be¬ 
ing  readily  wrought  on  to  inftitute  novas  Feriast  to  confecratenew 
Temples  to  the  gods,  to  inftitute  new  Rites,  expiare  prodigiaj  &  procu¬ 
rare  monfira  ( as  their  phrafe  was)  to  d  ivert  the  unlucky  Omen. 

3.  That  there  hardly  pafleth  a  year  or  two  in  that  Regifter,  wherein 
there  are  not  recorded  feveral  of  thefe  Portenta. 

4.  That  a  vain  opinion  of  thefe  things  held  the  people  under  a 
perpetual  pedagogy  to  bafe  and  ignoble  fe,ars  of  God,  and  impendent 
evils. 

Upon  which  accounts,  I  do  more  then  incline  to  beleeve,  that  the 
devil  (who  hath thepojjeaeris at  hiscommandj  didoften(by  divine 
permiffion )  procure  many  ftrange  impreffions  on  Nature,  thereby  to 
fright  thofe  to  his  altars,  which  he  could  never  perfwade;  and  to 
fubduethe  minds  of  men  to  (his  own  image)  a  perpetual  fear  and 
trembling  before  the  fence  of  a  Deity.  But  God  (  who  ufeth  to  make 
the  devils  mines  to  fail  in  upon  himfelf  )  made  (no  doubt,)  this  happy: 
ufe  of  thefe  flavifh  fears  in  the  minds  of  the  Gentiles,  even  the 
inhering  in  ofthe  Gofpel  Jubilee  with  the  greater  acceptance  among 
them*,  as  by  the  fears.  &  terrours  of  the  La  w,he  alio  levelled  the  way  to 
its  more  ready  and  cheerful  reception  anaong  the  Jews.  But  to  return, 

■  £  ‘  Secondly, 
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Secondly*  As  ignorant  were  the  times  in  Philofsphy, asJReligionj 
perfett  Grangers  to  the  Reafons  of  things :  for  (  as  it  is  Well  obfer- 
ved  l  as  the  knowledge  of  the  natural  caufes  of  Earthquakes,  Eclip- 
fes^Lightnings^eteors^r.  obtained,amongftthe  Gentiles  of  old,  fo 
all  their  ominous  fears,  their  libri  fulguralesx  interpretations  of  pro¬ 
digies,  fell  into  contempt  and  difrepute  :  the  more  men  advanc’t  in¬ 
to  the  light,  the  lefs  apt  were  they  to  ftart.  They  then  began  to  fmile 
at  their  former  fuperftitions,a$men  in  the  day  laugh  at  thofe  dreams 
and  vifions  which  frighted  them  in  the  night. 

^  Befides  (Tecondly,)  they  were  Times  of  public^  fears,  troubles ,  confu..  Attamcnhac 
[tons  (generally )  when  men  were  mo  ft  imprejjive  to  a  fear  of  the fe  prodigious  in  hello  plum 
acczdents.Thus  Livy  fomewhere  notes,  turbido  aliqito  tempore,  verfts  in  &  major  a  vL 
Religioncm  animis  multa  vifa  creditaque  prodigix  quae  non  erant  ~  and  dentur3eadent 
elfewhere  tells  us,  (Hift.l.zS.n.)  Incivitate ,  tanto  diferimine  belli folli-  'enimnan  ani~ 
cita ,  quum  Omnium  fccundorum  advcrforumque  caufas  in  Veos  verterent,  madvertuntur 
multa  prodigianunciabantur.  inpace  i  acce - 

Men,  when  they  think  God  diTpleafed;  (as  they  deal  by  a  man  they  illud  eti - 
conceive  their  adverfaryj  look  upon  all  his  a&ions  through  the  black  am>  %u0(l in 
medium  of  fufpicion  and  jealoufie,  and  therefore  they  all  teem  to  car-  metu  &  P€r^ 
ry  terrours  and  affrightments  with  them.  Allftrange  Accidents  ( like  Clll°  cre~ 
ftrangepaffengers)  in  times  of  difeompofure  are  fufpe&ed  and  exa-  dftntur  faciL 
mined,  which  freely  pafs  without  our  notices  when  peace  and  love  us>tumjjn- 
fpread  their  gentle  wings  over  a  nation  ;  when  fear  hath  once  tin-  guntur  impu- 
efured  the  eye  of  the  minde  with  black  (dreadfull)  apprehenfions,  it  niw*  Cicer. 
eafily  fees  every  thing  of  its  own  colour :  it  either  finds  its  object,  fpeakingde 
or  creates  it  in  every  occurrence  5  the  fun  fhines  not  upon  the  water  Oftent . 
or  a  cloud,  but  (like  the  Moabites  )  men  conclude  figns  of  bloud  from  Prodig.  h  r., 
the  rednefs  of  the  colour,  when  fear  hath  once  foftned  the  fpirits,  and  d e  Divin. 
difabled  the  minde  for  a  cool  and  fedate  judgement  and  valuation  of  Nufquam 
things.  Befides,  in  fuch  times.  Religion  knows  not  to  keep  its  mean*  plura  exempU 
but  quickly  runs  over  into  fuperfiition  (  a  fervile  flattery  of  God,  and  vaticinanti - 
anobfervance  of  him  in  little,  weak,  feminine  inffances  of  devo-  uminvenies * 
tion.^  qukmubi  for* 

Now  the  Religion  of  Prodigies  being  conceived  thus  in  the  womb  mido  mentes 
of  grofs  ignorance,  and  nouriftit  by  the  foft  and  eafie  fears  of  fnen  in  religionemix - 
affli&ion,  when  their  fancy  (  likemettal  in  the  fire  )  refufeth  no  fi-  tapercujftt . 
gure,  we  cannot  entertain  any  great  Opinion  of  its  ftrength  and  Sen.Quadh 
goodnefs  without  a  forfeiture  of  our  credit,with  moreconfiderate  and  Nat-l.^.c^. 
lerious  perfons.  Can  it  be  ever  thought  that  God  ftiould  advance  an  2,  King.3. 
obferyation  of  thefe  things  into  fo  neceffary  a  part  of  our  Religion,  a- 
dopt  it  a  great  infiance  of  our  regards  of  his  fupermtendence^  and 
prefidency  over  the  affairs  of  the  world,  when  (  we  fee)  the  devil 
made  choice  of  it  to  entertain  the  devouter  fears  of  his  V  otaries  with- 
all.?  Did  God  ever  take  facrifice  from  the  devils  altars  The  devil 
findeed)  hathalway  been  Gods  ape,  but  God  will  alway  be  found 
the  devils  oppofite,  and  to  tread  counter  to  him  perpetually.  Many 
of  the  critical  rites  and  ufages  appointed  the  Jewifh  Nation ,  will  be 
found  to  refolveinto  the  divine  purpofe  to  crofs  and  thwart  (by  his 
commands  )  the  rites  of  the  Zabii3  the  Egyptians,  and  other  neigh- 
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bouring  Nations,  which  had  the  devil  for  the  Great  Mailer  of  their 
(religious)  Ceremonies.  When  our  Saviour  Came  lfito  the  world, 
the  Religion  of  the  greateft  part  of  it  (  through  the  agency  of  the  de¬ 
vil  )  ran  out  into  a  multitude  of  little  rites,  weak  observances  bo¬ 
dily  poftures ;  and  he  appoints  a  Religion  (  directly  oppolite)  plain, 
finaple,  rational,  life  and  fpirit,  whofe  main  defigne  was  to  employ 
and  perfect  the  minde  and  fpii  it  of  a  man.  And  can  it  be  thought  that 
heaven  and  hell  now  touch  each  other  fo  far,  that  We  mult  borrow 
the  meafures  of  our  biggeft  fears  and  hopes,.and  motives  to  Repen¬ 
tance  from  the  Ethnick  Divinity  ?  (  in  which  if  there  had  been  alt* 
quid  fanit  to  be  fure  the  devil  would  have  hindred  its  gaining  fo  great 
a  regard  as  it  did  among  his  Votaries)  mull  we  now  look  for  fuch  a 
Jewel  as  the  intimations  of  the  counfels  of  infinite  Wftdom  are,  in 
the  dunghill  of  obfcene  and  monftrous  births,apparitions  of  lying  (pi¬ 
nts  llrange  voices  in  the  air,  mighty  winds,  alterations  in  the  face  of 
heaven,  dsrc,  from  which  the  Gentiles  in  the  times  of  their  ignorance  (to 
be-nighted  men  rotten  wood  fhines)  thought  to  receive  the  light  of 
feme  heavenly  counfel  and  diredtion- 

Thirdly,  Prodigies  Natural,  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  PrognolUcks 
of  Events  arbitrary,  even  becaufe  they  are  Natural,  f  are  owing  to  as  ne- 
ceffary  caufes  in  Nature  as  the  more  common  and  eafie  productions 
thereof]  no  need  to  call  in  the  extraordinary  aftiftances  of  heaven 
to  folve  thefe  unufual  Phenomena,  for  as  Nature  is  but  a  conftant  and 
durable  Prodigy  foaProdigy  but  a  more  rare  and  unufual  Nature  (  as 
hath  been  (hewn  by  many  Writers,  to  which  I  remit  the  capable 

^  Nay  (upon  a  due  judgement  of  things)  there  will  perhaps  appear 
more  of  Nature  in  a  Prodigy, then  in  the  more  harmonious  copfort  of 
Uniform  Agents.,  to  which  common  ufage  hath  appropriated  that 
name;  That  Nature  in  its  produ&ion  of  the  feveral  kinds  of  crea¬ 
tures  fhould  (  as  if  they  were  all  llampt  with  one  common  feal )  give 
them  forth  in  fuch  equal  and  fimilar  figures  and  proportions,is  a  more 
juft  objeft  of  wonder,  then  po  fee  the  natural  Archeus  fometimes  to 
play  the  bungler,  and  tjo  leave  its  work  (in  fome  parts  thereof  )  rude 
and  mifliapen.  That  the  Earth  fhould  generally  be  delivered-  cf  the 
many  vapours  and  winds  within  its  bowels  without  the  pangs  and 
throws  of  an  earthquake  j  and  that  all  the  hoft  of  Heaven  fhould  march 
-evpry-  one  on  his  way ,  and  not  br earthen  r anl^s,  neither  thrufi  one  another 
■but- walk  every  one  on  his  path  (  to  borrow  the  language  of  the  Prophet) 
-reprodigies  beyond  an  Earthquake -,  New  ftar,  or  manlier  fometime 
difeoy^redto  the  world,  and  therefore  more  juftly  chofen  to  be  the 
conftant  inftances  of  the  divine  Wifdom  and  Power  yand  to  fee  fome 
llrange  fires  breaking  forth  (fometimes]  from  the  caverns  of  the  earth, 
is  fo  much  beneath  wonder,  that  Pliny  tells  us,  it  exceeds  all  wonder, 
that,tfters fbouldbe  apy  day  whereip  all  thechings  in  the  world  (  lo 
preg riant  W'lth'fierydprinciply  s)  do-pot  break  forth  into  ope  qughty 

fiame.andiay the  World  in  aihes.^  :  -  -  •  -  toil 

Now  then  what  ;fober  Reafon  can  warrant  us  to  conclude, any 
necetfary  and  natural  occurrences  the  prophietick  figns  of  Events  (to 
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1*0  purely  arbitrary  and  contingent  >  Either  all  fuch  irregular  acV 
cidents  mail  be  allow'd  prefagesof  future  judgements,  and  then  Jer*20.  $, 
every  Nation  will  become  a  Magor  Miffabib,  and  (what  was  threat- 
Upon  the  Jews)  our  lives  flail  alway  hang  in  doubt  before  m  we  flail  then  i)eut  g 
fear  night  and  day, _  and  have  no  afj'u/ance,  (at  lead,  no  comfort)  of  our  *  1 

lives  \  orelfefome  onely  of  thefe  Prodigious  Events  lhall  be  fo  ac¬ 
knowledg'd  *,  burthen,;  at;  whofe  feet  mult  we  lit  to  learn  which 
are  onely  the  Intel  prefers  of  the  power  of. Nature,  and.  which  are 
A/oj  ayUhor,  Gods  melfengers  to  proclaim  to  a  Nation  that  the 
days  of  its  vifitationdre  approaching  ?  Certainly  ligns  of  judgments 
extraordinary,  mull  themfelves  be  fuch,  they  mull  (as  the  Prophet  Ifai  44 ,9. 
{peaks  in  another  cafe)  be  their  own  witnefjes ■■  and  /like  Heralds  which 
proclaim  a  War)  bear  upon  them  fif  poffible)  that  badge  and  cogni¬ 
zance  whereby  their  office  may  be  known,  all  may  underiland  to 
what  end  and  purpofe  they  come  forth  from  God.  We  find  in  Scri¬ 
pture,  that  Gods  real  ligns  were  generally  great  and  mighty,  tran- 
icenden.fi  to  the  powers  and  poffibilites  of  Natural  Agents,  that  it 
might  appear  his  power  was  greatly  concern'd  in  them,  and  that  Ar£*  4*- 
they  came  forth  upon  a  greater  purpofe  then  the  bare  fervice  of  the 
law’s  of  Nature,  and  the  powers  of  Lome  fecond  Cauies.  -  Exod.7.  *  4, 

Fourthly,  The  condition  and  temper  of the  O  economy  wears  now  Under  1  King. *18. 
admits  not  our  expectation  of  any  fignsfrom  heaven, either  to  witnefs  againft  24. 
the  practices  or  opinions  of  any  party  of  men,  or  to  give  notice  of  an  approach-  x  King.  20.9 
ing  mercy  or  judgement  Lto  all  which  purpofes  they  minillred hereto-  Luke  21.  2$. 
fore-]  1)  O  .Lo  c.i?  .  f-:  ,« 


God  was  pleas’d,  heretofore  (fukably  to;  the  homage  of  the 
Church)  to  addrefshimfelf  very  much  to  the  lower  faculties  of  the 
Soul,  (Pliancy  and:  imaginations)  accordingly  we  finde  Prophecies 
deliver'd  in  vehement  and  unufual  fchemes  of  fpeech,  fuch  as  are 
aptjgreatly  to  llrikeand  affedfc  upon  imagination  ;  Chrill  was  pro¬ 
mis'd  ( os  one  fpeaks)  fub  magnified  &  admirationem  facientibus  idem 
theimyfterifes  of  theGofpel  were  held  forth  in  moll  fpleudidtypes 
andfymb'ols,  and  tile  law  of  God  fore’ t  upon  the  fpirits  of  men  here¬ 
tofore  by  the  terr6ur£$f  a  thundering  heaven  and  a  burning  moun- 
tainj  and  a  fpeedy  Vengeance  upon  the  defpilers  thereof,  the  fpirits  ^eb*i2. 
of  good,  men  carried  out  to  aftions  and  tempers  beyond  their  natu¬ 
ral  capacities,'  by  the  pregnant  and  vigorous  impreffes  of  the  divine 
Spirit,  and  the  fears  of  the  Church  excited,  arid  her  faith  affilled  by  Pfal.  74.  9» 
m/ghtyflgns^tid  Winders,  f  the  withdrawing  whereof  the  Church 
bewayls,  they  aU  vasilhing  as  the  light  of  divine  Revelation/pre¬ 
vail'd,  as  liars  doe  upon  the  approaches  of  day-light.  )  vfi)  ; 

But  they  which  talk  of  and  look  for  any  fuch  vehement  expreffi- 
ons  of  Divinity  now,  miftakethe  temper  &  condition  of  that  Oeco- 
nomy  which  the  appearance  of  our  Siviour  hath  now  put  us  under ; 
wherein  all  things  are  to  be  managed  in  a  more  fedate,  cool,  and 
Elent  manner,  in  a  way  fuited  to,  and  expreffive  of  the  temper  our 
Sayio,ur.diicover’d  in  theworld,#^  caufed  not  his  voice  to  be  heardin  the  r  r 
ftreets  s  and  to  the  condition  of  a  Reafonable  Being  made  to  be  ma-  ’  *  ‘  2* 
nag'dby  Heady  and  calm  arguments,  and  the  words  of  Wifdom  heard  in 

quiet  Ecclcf*y»i  7« 
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hard  in  quiet  [inafmooth  and  ferene  temper;]  the  myfteries -of  the 
Gofpel  come  forth  cloth’d  in  fedate  and  intelligible  forms  or  fpeechj 
the  minds  of  men  are  not  now  drawn  into  ecfialie  by  any  fuch  vehe^ 

ment  and  great  examples  of  Divine  Power  and  Juftice  as  attended 

the  lower  and  more  fervile  ftate  of  the  World.  The  miracles  our  Sa~ 
oiour  Wrought  were  of  a  calm  and  gentle  nature  [curing  the  blinde, 
refioring  theficke  and  lame,  not  caufing  of  thunder  and  ftorms  as 
Samuel,  but  appeafingchem]  none  oithem  fuch  as  the  Jews  call  d 
for.  &X,  igqv'ts,  ligns  from  heaven,  fuch  prodigious  and  af¬ 
frighting  thunders  and  fires  which  attended  the  delivery  or  the  law 
and  thefpiritof  Elijah*  Indeed  the  Veil  of  the  Temple  wm  rent,  the 
Sun  dreadfully  eclypft,  the  Earth  terribly  lhaken  at  his  death,  but 
thefe  afionilhing  wonders  were  made  ufe  of  as  his  laftrelerveto 
conquer  the  prejudices  of  an  obdurate  people,  upon  whom  his  more 
gentle  and  obliging  infiances  of  Divine  Majefty  made  no  lmpremon: 
and  perhaps  thefe  prodigious  changes  in  Nature  were  intended  as 
Prophetick  emblems  of  the  great  change  Ihortly  to  enfue  tn  heaven 
[the  way  of  worfhip  and  religion]  and  Earth  [the  powers  and 
Kingdoms  of  the  World]  by  the  power.and  Do&rine  of  thatPer- 
fon  who  then  died  upon  the  Crofs.  _  , rc 

That  mighty  rujhing  jVind  atPentecoft  which  was  iflu  dma  forc 
and  lambent  fire  upon  the  heads  of  the  firfi  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel 
was  poflibly  a  figure  of  that  more  vehement  and  terrible  State  of 
the  law,  which  uflier’d  the  Way  for  anddetermmd  in  the  more 
fedate  and  gentle  difpenfation  of  the  Gofpel.  God  hath  now  (ma 
great  meafure)  left  frighting  of  men  to  heaven  by  vifible  terrours ; 
the  law  of  the  Melfiaf  was  deliver’d  upon  the  mount  in  the  fmall  and 
ftill voice,  and  isfethome  upon  the  hearts  of  men  by  the  terrour 
Mat.  23.14.  onelyof  a  ri&os'oTze.vv  more  heavy  vengeance  m  another 

World,  then  what  overtook  the  defpifersof  Mofes  law  ■•^od 
pe&s  now  that  we  fliould  be  judicioufly  religious,  and  acted  to  his 
fervice  by  a  Spirit  of  love  and  of  a  found  mindcj  to  fear  his  threatnings 
more  then  the  burnings  of  Sinai ,  to  look  upon  a  bad  man  (fince  the 
appearance  of  Chrift  to  take  away  fin,)  as  the  greateft  Prodigy,  and 
to  expea  the  figns  of  an  approaching  judgment^*  nErrxtu  Natu- 

r*,Thushiave  I  endeavour’d  the  proofof  the  Thefts  propos’d,  by  fome 
general  Reafons  and  Arguments :  Others  there  are.  of  as  great  mo- 
ment,  which  (that  I  overlay  not  the^ Readers  patience)  lhallbe 
referv’d  as  fo  many  nerves  and  finews  to  run  t  hrough,  and  hold  to¬ 
gether  the  main  body  of  the  enfuing  Difcourfe. 


SECT; 


*  •  -At 


-  Of  Natural  Prodigies . 

SECT.  II. 

Some  Particular  Prodigies  frovd  no  [igns  of  tnfuin? 

Evils.  ...  f 

Comets  commonly  thought  prefages  of  evils ,  and  why.  A  difference  between 
comets  andfome  luminous  bodies  in  the  Heavens  like  them ,  Prov’d  not 
to  be  figna  operantia  of  any  evils  in  Earth.  The  difficulty  of  determining 
the  jpecifidi  Mature  of  a  Cpmet,  prov’d  no  incenft  exhalation  by  4  Con- 
ft  derations:  further  evinct  no  effective  caufe  of  evift  from  the  dimenfton 
and  theacftnowledg  d  altitude  thereof.  Three  Arguments  to  prove  them 
not  to  be  Signa  indicantia  of  any  evils, The  difficulty  of  reprehending  any 
err  our  which  bottomes  inphancy  and  imagination .  The  Omiffm  of  a  par~ 
ticular  difcourfe  concerning  fome  other  Prodigies }excu$’ d. 

qpHat  which  the  law  of  our  intended  method  lays  next  before  us 
X  is  t ne  proof  ol  the  Thefts  propos’d  by  a  particular  Induction  I 
mall  therefore  direct  my  thoughts  upon  fome,  (twere  to  overvalue 
tne  Argument  to  fpeak  to  many.)  Prodigies,  which  have  beert 
thought  the  molt  plaufible  pretenders  to  the  honour  of  bein"  shn- 
bola  Prophetica:  Amongft  which  Comets  are  of  more  eipeeial  regard 
and  have  been  receiv  d  fby  thefaith  or  fears  of  molt  times/as  i 
kind  of  Beacon  fir  d  from  Heaven  to  alarm  the  World  and  to  give 
intimation  of  an  approaching  evil:  The  Cauda  Corner  especially 
Teems  to  the  eye  of  ignorance  the  emblem  of  a  Flaming  fword 
c-r  xiei^iod,ana  to  carry  the  dreadful!  images  of  fome  mighty  fcourge 
prepar  d  to torre-ft  a  froward  world  withall.  With  the  Poet  it  paT~ 
feth  as  a  rul’d  cafe,  r 

- Nunquam.  ccelo  fpeftatum  impune  Comet  am, 

A  comet  never  fhone  from  Heaven  to  give  the  world  any  pannick 
fears.  The  Aftrologers  (as  confident  of  the  final  as  the  Peripate- 
neks  of  the  formal  came,  of  any  fuchunufual  lights)  take  them - 
ieives  upon  the  appearance  of  them  to  be  the  Filii  ccenaculi  which 
are  to  expound  to  the  world  thefe  myftick  charafters  of  Heaven1 
Indeed  any  alteration  and  unwonted  wrinckle  in  the  face  of  heaven’ 
is  thought  (  ike  a  frown)  a  prefage  of  anger  and  fome  intended 
evil,  partly  becauie  Heaven  is  conceiv’d  the  throne  of  julfice 
whence  tis  moll  proper  to  expeft  the  figns  of  Vengeance,  but  efpo- 
ciahy  becauie  the  general  harmony  of  its  motions  and  confhncy  of 
ns  parts  (whereby  it  reproacheth  the  Lunacies  and  irregularities 
oftms  lower  world)  feem  to  allure  that  Anomalies  at  any  time 
therein  cannot  mile  ex  natura  fubjefti }  fed  Confilio  Dei ,  from  the  natu/e 
ot  the  inbieci,  but  the  wife  purpofe  of  God  (by  thefe)  to  warn  be¬ 
fore  he  ltrike  and  (as .by  1  flaming  fword)  to  drive  the  world  out  of 
its  fools  para  due,  (a  nattering  peace  and  fecurity) 

■  o  encounter  the  vanity  of  lb  ipecious  and  obllinatean  imagina¬ 
tion,  I  ihall  endeavour  to  evince  thefe  llrange  Phenomena  in  Hea- 

ven. 
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ven  no  Prognofticks  of  any  enfuing  evils,  as  being  neither  the 
figna  operantia ,  nor  yet  the  figna  indicamia  of  them-  Only  I  muft 
(before  I  proceed)  tell  the  Reader  that  by  Comets,  I  mean  Comets 
(truly  fo  called)  not  thofe  (Cometo-aM,  as  a  more  accurate  regard 
to  Nature  hath  of  late  taught  men  to  diftinguifh)  fiery  and  lumk 
nous  appearances  in  the  elementary  region  which  onely^ape  and 
refemble  them*,  but  fuch  luminous  bodies  which  are  carri  d  witha 
kinde  of  regular  and  uniform  motion,  and  extend  their  continuance 
oft  to  the  fpace  of  many  weeks  or  months:  andfofeem  a  kinde  of 
Participia  Naturae  t  partaking  of  the  light  and  motion  of  a  Planet, 
and  of  the  vanifhing  Nature  of  a  Meteor.  Now  to  our  bufinefs. 

Firfi,  Comets  are  not  to  be  own’d  the  figna  Operantia^  the  effective 
figns  of ’any  evils  enfuing:  for  thus  ’tis -vulgarly  concluded,  upon  this 
preemption,  that  they  are  a  kinde  o{  hot  and  lulphureous  exhalati¬ 
ons,  feton  fire,  which  (as  ’tWere  the  feaver  of  Nature)  prey  upon 
the  W/te,the  moyfture  of  it,  and  fo  fuddenly  dry  and  exhauftit: 
whence  enfue  great  droughts,  dearths,  famines,  pelfilences :  andby 
Mimulum  intending  the  heat  of  the  air  they  are  thought  to  encline  tofea- 
NaturaCo-  vers,  to  promote  choler  in  Princes  and  Nations,  and  fo  to  lay  that 
meta,  idone -  fuel  in  men,  which  will  foon  break  forth  into  the  flames  of  publick 

umingeniis  Wars  and  confufions.  f  n 

noftrit  tor-  The  Reafons  I  (hall  tender  to  perfwade  the  contrary  mail  not  be 
quendk,  quod  many  becaufe  I  defigne  not  a  triumph  but  a  vi&ory,and  would  not 
admit ari  that  this  part  (hould  fwell  beyond  the  juft  meafures  and  proportions: 

debemits,  cog -  I  (hail  content  my  felf  with  lome  few  taken  from  this  threefold  To- 
nofeere  nun -  pick.  The  Nature ,  the  Dimensions ,  the  Altitude  of  a  Comet. 
aim  Vote-  i .  I  argue  it  to  be  no  Operative  ftgne  of  evil  in  this  lower  World,  from 

rimus .  Fien  the  General  Nature  thereof.  As  for  its  more  fpecifick  and  diftinft  Na- 
de  Comet.’  ture,  it  is  that  which  many  Philofophers  have  (hot  their  bolt  at,  but 
P'  xs.  it  is  hard  to  fay  (at  this  diftance)  who  hath  hit  the  mark.  Enquiries 
Res  perplex-’  about  heavenly  bodies  ufually  conclude  in  wonder  and  doubt :  Ac- 
i  (Tima  eft  &  cordingly  (in  this  argument)  weftiallfinde  all  forts  of  Philofophers 
omnemferd  (ancient  and  modern)  profefs  themfelves  unrefolv  d,  andmodeit, 
conatumelu -  butonely  the  avowed  Followers  of  Ariftotle)  whofe  ufage  is  (too 
dit.  From.de  often)  in  Divinity  to.make  a  great  deal of  nothing  •  and  in  Philojophy , 
Com.  1. 2  nothing  of  a  great  deal.  W  e  fell  from  God  by  reaching  after  the 
c.  2.Ar7  knowledge  of  things  too  high  for  us,  and  us  a  mercifull  jultice  that 
Nobis  rim  art  we  ftiould  be  humbled  intoafenle  of  our  fin  and  ignorance  by  our 
ilia  &  con-  heing  pos’d  in  thofe  things  which  we  moft  converle  with,  or  are 
yeUurairein  moftdefiroustounderftand.  However  thofe  notices  we  can  arrive 
occulta,  tan-  to  of  the  General  Nature  of  a  Comet,  will  fufficienly  krve  the  repre- 
turn  licet,  henfion  of  that  vulgar  conceit  now  before  our  confideration  [that 

neccum  fi-  ?tis  Mali  Praicof  For  it  appears  to  us-m.  an  evidence  as  great  as 
ducia  inve-  the  matter  will  bear,  i.  That  a  Comet  is  no  exhalation  feton  fire :  (the 
niendi,  nec  f  great  hinge  whicRthe  Opinion  turns  upon)  a  That  it  ts  a  hyini  of, 

fine  fpe.  heavenly  body. *  .  ~  r 

Sen.de  Co-  Firft,  It  is  no  exhalation  incen ft.  This  may  appear  hrlt  from  the  con- 

met.  loq  fiant  equality,  and  evennefs  of  its  light  and'  figures ,  the  main,  body  of  a 
Nat.  a  1*  7  Comet  is  obferv’d  to  maintain  an  even  and  conftant  rotundity,  and 
C.  '  t0 
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to  fend  forth  a  direct  and  uniform  ray  oflight  in  thetayl  or  train 
thereof :  whereas  if  it  were  a  fire,  it  would  fhift  its  figures  accord¬ 
ing  as  the  necelfity  of  that  Pabulum  whereby  it  is  maintain’d,  did 
require  ;  and  would  appear  greater  or  lefs  according  as  it  had  more 
or  lefs  fubdu’d  and  prevail’d  upon  the  matter  which  it  fpent  its 
force  upon.  Befides  Comets  as  they  are  (like  the  Planets)  in  their 
motion,  a  kind  of fteUa  erratic fo  alfo  like  them  in  the  Nature  and 
quality  of  theirlight ;  they  do  not  fcintiUare ,  and  provoke  the  eye  to 
more  intenfe  notices  by  any  new  and  uneven  vibrations  of  light, 
whereas  fire  fparkles,  and  is  alway  in  (either  direft  or  circular) 
motions. 

z.  From  the  clear  and  conftant  viability  of  them.  Nothing  checkes  and 
intercepts  our  full  and  free  view  of  an  appearing  Comet,  but  (what 
may  alio  obfcure  the  fun)  the  interpofe  of  a  cloud.  Whereas  were 
they  incenll  exhalations  (of  fuch  vafl  dimenfions)  a  Comet  mult 
neceflarily  carry  its  own  Earth  about  with  it  toeclipfe  it  fometimes 
from  our  light,  becaufe  it  isfuppos’d  (like  a  torch)  in  the  purfuit  of 
its  pabulum  to  burn  downward,  (though  it  be  apparent  that  Comets 
extinguifh  and  become  invifible  by  moving  higher  into  the  Hea¬ 
vens)  becaufe  the  more  grofs  and  uninflamed  parts  mull  fometimes 
needs  interrupt  our  fight  of  that  fire  which  hath  ceas’d  the  parts 
which  lye  next  the  fun,  or  the  (Tuppos’d)  elementary  fire,  which 
the  vulgar  doctrine  alferts  the  occafion  of  thefe  prodigious  fires 
in  heaven. 

3 .  From  the  Uniformity  and  fteadinefs  of  their  motions .  Comets 
though  not  allfubjeft  to  one  and  the  fame  law  of  motion  (becaufe 
obferv’d  indifferent  in  their  motions  to  any  quarter  of  Heaven)  yet 
are  all  noted  to  proceed  with  a  very  great  conllancy  and  uniformity, 
to  defcribe  exattly  a  fegment  of  a  great  circle,  and  not  to  be  a  fled  to 
any  fuch  giddy  and  calual  courfes,  as  fire,  which  is  (in  the  elemen¬ 
tary  Region)  determin’d  by  the  air,  or  the  circumftances  of  the 
matter  which  feeds,  it  which  way  it  fhall  move  and  incline  it  felf. 

4.  And  lallly.  Prom  the  dimenfions  of  a  Comet ,  Tycho  meafur’d  in  the 
tayl  or  train  of  his  Comet.  An  1577.  ninety  fix  femidiamiters  of 
the  earth  j  and  fomeaftronomers  found  in  the  beard  of  that  which 
IhoneAn.  1618. the  extent  of  38*700.  German  miles;  (in  (hort) 
if  we  trull  the  meafures  of  Allronomy,  they  have  been  oft  found  to 
exceed  the  proportions  of  the  Earth  :  N ow  it  feems  greatly  impro- 
bablethat  fo  valla  body  of  vapours  fhould  be  drawn  together  fo 
long  andfo  high,  nay  impoflible  ;  the  whole  earth  (if  but  one  vafl 
exhalation)  being  infufficient  for  its  make  and  fupply.  Its  here  re¬ 
turn^,  that  it  were  indeed  impolfible,  ifthebodyof  aCometwere 
folelyof  a  fpherical  figure ;  buta  Comet  (fay  our  adverfaries)  may 
be  expanded  to  a  plain,  like  a  cloud,  and  fo  maintain  the  opinion 
ofits  dimenfions  To  which  weanfwer,  that  although  infome  po- 
fition,  a  plain  figure  may  give  the  iheW  and  appearance  of  a  Comet, 
yet  it  cannot  in  every  motion  and  fite  and  every  pofition  of  Behold¬ 
ers,  unlefs  it  be  of  a  fpherical  figure. 

I  proceed  next  to  a  more  pofitiye  defcription  of  the  Nature  of  z 

V  1  Comet, 
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Comet,  by  proving  it  to  be/ ome  heavenly  body.  What  kinde  of  heavenly 
body  it  is3  is  as  difficult  as  unneceffiary  in  this  place  largely  to  define. 
That  filch  a  one  it  is,  was  a  truth  credited  by  the  joynt  iuflragesof 
the  more  Ancient  Philosophers.  Ariftotle  Perns  the  firlt,  who  pre- 
lum’d  againft  the  fenleof  Antiquity  to  degrade  Comets  from  hea¬ 
ven  to  the  degree  and  place  of  meteors  ,  let  on  .fire  by  his  ignis  clc- 
uentaris .  He  had  one  Philosophy  pro  Mufxis  and  another  pro  Sckolis , 
which  latter,  (becaufe  recommended  to  the  Popul  cy)  his  chief 
care  was  to  make  (like  reeds  and  canes)  generally  fmooth  and  facile 
•  in  the  fur  face  Conely  interpofinghere  and  there  a  few  knots  to  exer- 
cife  the  fubtiler  fort  of  his  auditors  )  not  much  caring  though  it 
Were  hollow,  and  fill’d  out  with  little  befides  aer.y  words  andeafy 
Speculations,  beyond  which  the  moft  never  take  care  to  fearchand 
enquire. 

Largely  to  endeavour  the  proof  of  this  truth,  would  betOunder- 
CometM  ccs-  value  the  pains  of  more  able  Undertakers  in  this  argument,  and  to 
lejtes  ejje  a  over-doe  the  end  to  which  this  difeourfe  is  leveil’d.  In  fhort,  (to 
Matnemm-  omit  the  confident  ion  of  its  rife  and  fetting)che  Parallax ,of  a  Comet 
ck  >  pr&femm  js  found  much  lefs  then  that  of  the  moon ;  which  gives  the  moll  un- 
Tychone (y?  doubted  report  of  its  exceeding  it  in  Altitude.  Befides  if  it  were 

Kepler o ,  not  much  above  our  Atmofpheare  (  which  exceeds  not  the  dillanceof 

mperfic  fourfeore  miles )  its  arcvA  'apparentia  would  be  fo  ftrait  and  inconfide- 

probatumut  rable  that  fas  hath  been  prov’d,)  it  would  in  two  or  three  hours 

quite  run  out  of  thecompafs  of  our  fenfible  Horizon,  nor  polfibly 
continue  fo  long  together  vifible  to  us  as  Comets  are  generally 
known  to  doe. 

Our  fecond  Argument  to  evince  that  no  evil  in  this  lower  world, 
owes  it  felf  to  the  malign  afpebts  of  a  Comet,  is  taken  from  the  dimen - 
[ions  thereof.  It  feems  fin  the  body  of  it)  fcarce  equal  to  the  dimen¬ 
sions  of  a  Itar  of  the  firff  magnitude  :  the  truth  is*  pars  minima  ejt  ip  fe 
Comet  a  [in,  the  true  and  real  Comet  is  the  leaf!  part  of  its  appearing 
ielf,  in  regard  the  tayle  thereof  is  not  ov<sa<n~  fed  %uQct(ntt  not  any  real 
and  fubllantial  part  thereof  f as  commonly  prefutnM)  flaming  forth 
as  the  condition  of  the  matter  doth  invite  the  fire  to  follow*  but  the 
Shining  of  thefolar  beams  through  the  more  porous  and  fpungy 
parts  of  the  head  thereof  (Tome  imitation  whereof,  we  fometimes 
have  in  the  beams  of  the  fetting  fun  darted  through  a  diiposM 
cloud,  or  through  fomefmall  crevife  ina  wall,  which  (after  the  fi¬ 
gure  of  a  rod)  firft  clofe  and  knit  together,  and  then  fpread  and  di¬ 
late  themfelves  according  as  they  advance  further  from  the  an- 
of  the  matter  whereat  they  enter  f  for  its  obferv’d  that  Hill  as 
the  Sun  circles  in  its  diurnal  motion  in  the  heavens,  fo  dothaCo- 
mets  tayle  veere,  and  refpebl  an  oppofite  poynt  in  the  heavens)  fo 
that  thel'e  mighty  vibrations  of  light  from  its  luminous  body,  put  a 
great  fallacy  upon  the  eye,  and  report  it  much  larger  then  in  truth 
it  is.  Now  then  can  it  be  prefum’d  by  any  man  that  will  ow  any 
account  of  his  Opinions  to  Reafon,  that  (in  it  fel  i)  fo  fmall  abody^  at 
fovajta  di ftance Aaftingfo'  inconflder able  'a  time  and  moving  fo  faft  away, 
can  be  fufficient  for  any  fuch  notable  eflebts  as  fomc  eafy  men  in- 

*  -  .  "  '‘1-  '  *  title 
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title  it  unto  ?  What  Hiflory  ( almoil)  js  there  of  Comets  hut  what 
arrives  at  us  Rain’d  and  defil’d  by  the  iuperflition  of  the  writers,  able 
to  iupport  the  confidence  of  this  perfwafion  ?  How  little  able  are 
we,  after  the  obfervation  of  fo  many'hundred  years  to  afligne  the 
cfreCls  of  the  moil  noted  liars  in  heaven,  except  the  Sun  and  Moon? 

3.  Our  lail  Argument  was  taken  from  the  acknowledg'd  altitude  of 
thefe  unwonted  appeurences.  They  which  marfhal  them  intheloweil 
place, aifign  them  very  near  the  orb  of  firetNow  how  weak  &  feeble 
an  lmpreiiion  can  a  few  exhalations  kindled  at  fovail  a  diilance 
make  upon  this  lower  world  ?  efpecially  confidering  there  is  the 
middle  region  interpos’d,  by  its  coldnefs  fitted  to  temper  and  qua¬ 
lify  the  heated  and  exciccate  ayr,  before  it  mingle  with  that 
which  we- here  breath  in.  Befides  how  little  able  are  thofe  weaker 
impreflions  upon  the  ayr ,  to  Hand  before  thole  more  fenfible  and 
vigorous  alterations  which  the  fucceeding  feafonsof  the  year  con¬ 
tinually  make  upon  it?  The  Opinion  which  alferts  Comets  to  be 
incens’d  exhalations  would  carry  fin  my  eye)  more  fair  appear¬ 
ances  of  truth,  if  owing  them  rather  the  preiages  of  feafons  health- 
full,  and  defireable,  in  regard  it  fuppofeth  fo  many  noxious  and  im¬ 
pure  exhalations  confum  d  fat  fo  vail  a  diilance  from  Earth)  by-fire, 
the  moll  potent  corrective  of  an  infe&ious  ayr. 

Thefe  Reaions  feem  fuificient  to  reach  the  proof  of  our  firit  ailer-' 
tion  [that  Comets  are  not  fign*  operative  malorum ]  X  am  next  to 
prove  them  not  to  be  figna  indicantia  of  them  which  1  fhall  endeavour 
From  theindiffcrency  and  Univerfality  of  their  afp efts  and  motions.  They 
often  pafs  over  the  heads  of  many  and  different  Countries,  that  in 
161  F.  was  fuccefiively  vertical  to  Arabia ,  Perfia,  Turley,  Barbary,  Mo¬ 
rocco,  China ,  Spain,  France ,  Italy ,  Germany,  Poland ,  Mufcovie,  (yr'C  now 
which  of  thefe  can  it  be  prefum’d  to  level  its  malign  afpeCisat?_ 

Which  of  thefe  was  moil  concern’d  in  its  prefages  ?  furely  none  ol 

them.  But  as  the  Sun  and  Moon  being  defign’d  to  declare  the  glory  of 

God  to  tho  world,  their  line  therefore  is  gone  forth  through  allthe  Earth,  prj  jo  ? 

fo(poifibly)  Godintending  thefe  wonderfull  appearances  inhea-  ‘  "  * 

ven,  notfo  much  the  monitours  of  hisanger,  as  of  his  glory,  would 

have  them  thus  Catholick  in  their  motions,and  ihew  themfelves  to 

fuch  variety  of  people  and  languages. 

( z)  I  argue  againil  them  from  the  aiery  wealinefs  of  that  foundation , 
the  art  of  prefagingby  them  is  bottom'd  upon  •,  which  we  may  take  in  the 
wordsof  a  Great  mafter  in  all  curious  arts.  Portendunt  Comet a  juxta  Cardan.l.14, 
Saturnumpcftes & proditioncs,& fterilitatem ;  Circapfovem,  legummuta-  Derer.var.  * 
tionem, mortem  Ponlificu.m\  juxta  Martem,-  bclla;  juxta  Solem3  toti  orbi  q% 
magnam  clxdem  ;  juxta  Lnnxmmagnas  inundationes ,  aliquando  Jiccita- 
tes,  Szc.  juxta  Coronam  &  in  Tropicis  rAquinocliifque ,  Rcgum  interi- 
tum9& c.  the  cracks  and  flaws  of wdiich  difeourfe  appear  fo  wide 
and  vifible,  that  ’tis  needlefs  to  llrike  it  with  any  Reafon,  to  make  a' 
more  full  difcovery  of  them.  The  Ajtrologers  flike  children)  fet  up 
in  their  fofc  imagination,  fome  phantailical  images  of  things,  and 
then  fear  them  as  if  they  were  great  realities.  Very  follicitous  they 
have  ever  appear’d  .  to  lengthen  their  cords ,  ( to  draw  all  kind  of 
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Perfonsand  Events, -within  the  lines  and  limits  of  their  art )  but 
very  carelefsto  ftrengthen  their  ftab^e  ( to  borrow  the  expreffion  of 
of  the  Prophet  )  to  rarfie  and  make  good  the  Principles  upon  which 
they  dcxproceed.  All  the  images  they  fpeakof  in  Heaven,  and  the 
fignifications  apply’d  to  them,  ow  all  their  credit  folely  to  the  cour- 
teiie  of  imagination. 

3 .  From  the  contradiction  of  Experience,  How  many  fore  evils  hath 
the  world  travailed  under,  which  were  never  figmfied  by  any  fore¬ 
going  Comet  ?  (  fometimes  not  happening  for  many  years  together) 
and  how  many  Comets  have  there  happened  (fometimes.)  in  afhort 
compafs,  not  feconded  by  any  notable  alterations  in  the  places,  to 
which  they  feem’d  especially  to  have  refpeft  \  Commendable  herein 
is  the  diligence  of  Gemma  Frifm  in  taking  notice  of  as  many  good  as 
bad  events  confequent  to  the  appearance  of  them-  Particularly  fo 
happy  was  that  Comet  which  happened  under  Nero,  that  Seneca  tells 
us.  Cometis  detraxit  infamiam,  it  cleared  the  credit  of  Comets,  and 
brought  them  into  good  thoughts.  They  feem  indeed  the  prefages 
of:  approaching  evils,  either  becaufe  their  Interpreters  axe  fo  well  ad¬ 
vis’d  as  to  affign  them  a  competent  period  of  time  to  produce  their 
efie'&s  in,  and  to  take  in  whole  kingdoms  as  the  feene  to  att  their 
Tragedies  upon,  and  commonly  put  into  their  Almanack,  onely  di¬ 
es  nefaftosj  days  markt  with  fome  black  and  fad  accidents  (  Which 
we  naturally  retain  a  very  quick  fenfe  and  remembrance  of )  after  the 
appearance  of  them  j  or  elfe  the  world  would  appear  to  treat  its  in¬ 
habitants  with  as  muchcourtelie  after,  as  before  the  appearance  of 

a  Comet.  r 

The  Opinion  I  now  conteft,  is  fo  receptive  of  Argument  againft 
it,  that  there  is  the  lefs  need  of  any  toprefs  it  further  efpecially 
conlidering  the  great  Advocates  thereof  are  fo  much  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  mighty  imagination,  which  delights  in  conjugates  and  pa¬ 
rallels  and  [ymboli\ing  infiances t  fomuch  that  it  ufually  makes  them 
or  Andes  them  in  Nature.  Now  we  (hall  ever  finde,that  all  perfons 
which  take  up  opinions  from  their  own  Poetical  Genius  andbufie 
phartfie  are  impregnable  to  all  the  affaults  of  reafon :  the  Rofy-Cru- 
cians  arfed  fo  hugely  by  imagination  in  Pkilofophy, fome  kinde  of  Chi- 
mills  in  Medicos,  the  Cabalifts  in  Scripture-expofitions,  Enthuftafts  in 
Religion  Figure-cafiers  in  Aftrology,  are  fo  invincibly  refolved  up¬ 
on  their  hypothefes;  that  (like  him  in  the  ftory)  when  their  hands, 
thofe  little  reafonings  wherewith  they  hold  them,  are  cut  off,  they 
will  merdicus  defender e,  hold  them  with  their  teeth,  biting  and  revi¬ 
ling  language,  thrown  upon  their  oppofers  and  negletters.  They  are 
entertained  with  pleafant  and  eafie  dreams,  and  therefore  are  angry 
with  thofe  which  attempt  to  awaken  and  difeompofe  them.  As  for 
our  felves  let  us  be  content  rather  to  fit  down  in  the  darknefsof  an 
humble  ignorance,then  to  follow  an  ignis  fatuus, the  pretending  light 
of  Divination  by  a  Comet, which  leads  but  to  the  bog  and  precipice 
of  a  fuperftitious  fear  and  an  abufed  minde  :  God  hath  fealed  up  the 
Natures  and  ends  of  fome  thingsln  the  world  in  a  Suov  Mojcf,  to  hide 

pride  from  man  \  He  will  have  fome  myfleries  in  every  fcience  pa  ft 

our 
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our  fearch,  to  allure  us,  that  there  is  one  FirfiMinde ,  from  whom 
thefe  depths  came  forth,  and  who  can  fathom  and  comprehend  them 
all.  I  have  nothing  further  to  fuperadd  in  this  Argument  but  this  : 
There  are  fome  unufual  appearances  in  this  Elementary  Region,  the 
lail  endeavours  of  fire  to  imitate  and  copy  out  the  glories  of  the  ce- 
ledial  Region,upon  which  the  common  fuffrage  ofPhilofophershath 
bellowed  the  title  of  Comets,  becaufe  they  Teem  to  touch  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  fome  fircilar  properties  of  light,  bignefs,  continuance,  upon 
which  1  lhall  bellow  a  few  words  upon  a  more  proper  occafion. 

This  part  of  the  main  body  of  my  Argument,  concerning  Comets, 
exceeding  thus  its  jull  meafures  and  proportions,  mull  necelfarily 
ilarve  and  Ihrink  thofe  which  (  in  my  firll  thoughts )  grew  next  unto 
it  [  concerning  Earthquakes  3  the  apparition  of  mo  or  three  Suns  at  once , 
and  monftrous  productions  ]  for,  to  redeem  my  former  prolixity,  I  lhall 
choofe  to  fpeak  to  them  fparfim.zs  the  necelfary  returns  of  the  argu¬ 
ment  lhall  give  occafion  :  Adding  inthisonely  concerning  births, 
which  go  off  from  the  common  figures  of  their  kinds,  that  as  the  alfi- 
ilance  of God  theSpirit; with  our  holy  endeavours,doth  not  take  away 
the  au&zn/j.ct'nt  fthe  weakneffes  attendant  on  Chrillian  pra- 

£tice,becaufe  he  a&s  us  ad  modum  nofi  rum-,  to  ^neither  doth  the  co-affi- 
flance  of  God  the  Father  with  all  Natural  Agents*  quite  remove  the 
ouWk,  the  errours  of  Nature,  all  things  being  alfilled  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  proper  meafures,poWersand  capacities,and  with  due 
regard  to  the  Laws  of  adlion  appointed  to  fome  other  intervening  fe- 
cond  caufes,  which  perhaps  we  have  no  knowledge  of, or  attend  not 
much  unto. 


SECT.  III. 

An  Jnfiver  to  the  objections  again (l  the  precedent  Dtp 
courfe. 

The  fir ft  Objection  taken  from  the  common  fence  and  per  fwafion  of  men  pro- 
pofed.  Some  general  anfwers  returned  unto  it.  An  enquiry  made  into  the 
reafons  of  it,  and  refolved.  i.  Into  an  ignorance  of  caufes.  Ignorance 
noted  to  beget  confidence  in  the  head,  and  diffidence  in  the  heart,  a.  Into 
guilt,  quickly  awakened  into  a  fear  of  an  approaching  evil, and  why.  j.The 
application  of  a  humane  meafure  to  the  divine  actings.  The  commonnefs 
and  evil  of  this  ufage  noted  in  Philo fophy  and  Divinity.  4.  A  great  pro - 
penfion  in  men  to  clofe  with  any  flattering  medium  to  arrive  at  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  things  future.  This  noted  in  all  Nations,  fome  account  given 
thereof.  $The  Agency  of  the  devil.  The  advantages  this  per fwafion  gives 
him.  His  defigne  to  work,  bafe  and  fervile  fears  in  mcn3  noted.  6  The  au~ 
thority  of  a  traditional  fuperftition.  Prodigies  obferved  in  our  times,  ob¬ 
served  informer.  7  The  private  opinions  of  fome  contemplative  per fons, 
inclining  to  this  per  fwafion.  Some  of  them  toucht  upon.  8  The  Nature  of 
the  foul,  greatly  imprejfive  to  a  conceit  of  parallels,  equalities,  and  fi- 
militudes  in  the  Government  of  the  world.  Strange  judgements  and  chan¬ 
ge 
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ges  in  earth,  def  ribed  by  Poets  and  Prophets  ufually,  by  fome  mighty  chan¬ 
ges  in  Nature*  9  The  Natural  aptnefs  of  the  foul  to  entertain  things  ve¬ 
hement  and  extraordinary ,  with  great  Opinions .  Arguments  from  gene¬ 
ral  confent, when  confiderable. 

Efore  We  can  have  peaceable  pofTeffiOn  of  the  truth,  for  which  fo 
(much  evidence  of  Reafon  hath  been  given  in,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  remove  thole  Objections  with  which  our  title  thereunto  is  a  little 
incumbred.  Now  thefe  are  taken  from  a  five-fold  Topic 4, 

1.  F rom  the  common  jenje  and  perfwafion  of  men. 

2.  The  authority  and  Teftimony  of  Learned  Writers. 

3 .  The  attejiation  of  common  Experience . 

4.  The  feeming  evidence  of  Reafon . 

S  •  The  T eftimony  of  Sacred  Writ. 

The  four  former  have  Weight  enough  to  incline  the  fcale  the  other 
Way,  the  latter  feems  to  weigh  it  quite  down. 

Firrt,  We  are  urged  with  the  common  fenfe  and  perfwafion  of  the  world  in 
aliages.  He  that  hath  but lookt into  the  Hiftoriesof  times  part,  {ball 
readily  obferve  all  Ages  greatly  propenfe  to  obferve  Natures  rtray- 
ings  from  her  more  uiual  law  and  rule  of  operation,  and  to  entertain 
all  rtrange  occurrences  with  a  kinde  of  Prophetick  fear  of  l'ome 
great  evils  impendent,  of  which  they  are  prefumed  but  the  harbin¬ 
gers  and  Pracones.  And  furely  this  alone  might  ferve  fufficiently  to 
vindicate  the  obfervation  of  Prodigies,  at  leafUrom  all  iuipicion  of 
vanity  and  fuperrtition. 

To  deal  plainly,  there  is  more  of  truth  in  this  Obje&ion,  then  I 
could  wifli  there  were ;  to  which  to  return  ;  Magifter  Errorum  Popu- 
lus>  and  that  ’tis  the  office  of  Learning  not  to  lead  us  to  the  multitude 
but  from  it  •,  aridthata  wife  manis  the  greateft  of  Prodigies^  would  be 
thought  but  the  bell  of  evafions  and  the  worftof  Anfwers  :  Though 
awifer  man  then  my  felf,  when  preft  with  the  fame  Objection  in  a 
like  cafe :  l  At  omnes  Populi>  N  axioms ,  utuntur  Aufpiciis,  &c.]  judg’d 
it  beneath^  any  better  anfwer,  then  this,  J^uafi  verb  quidquam 
fit  tarn  yald$t  quim  nihil  [aperej  vulgar e .  1  fhall  choofe  rather  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  this  fo  Catholick  a  perfwa- 
flon ;  for  truth  is  bell  ftrengthned,  and  errour  refuted,  per  reduflionem 
ad  principia)  by  calling  men  to  a  view  of  thofe  principles  and  grounds 
irom  which  they  grow,  and  into  which  they  finally  do  refolve. 

Now  then,  the  Reafons  of  thisfo  general  ufage  and  perfwafion 
are  (I  conceive)  iome  or  all  of  thefe  following. 

i.  Men  (for  the  greater  partj  are  wholly  ftr  angers  to  the  caufes  of  thefe 
prodigious  accidents.  Now  as  fear  hath  torment ,  fo  ignorance  hath  fear. 
It  is  a  certain  rule.  Nihil  aqud  facit  hominem  multa  fufpicari  ac  nihil 
fare.  Where  we  are  unprovided  of  any  prenotions  of  the  qualities 
of  objects  or  perfons.  Nature  hath  made  us  all  very  fufpicious  and 
fear  full  to  touch,  tarte,  and  truft.  Perfons  in  the  dark  are  full  of  mon- 
itrous conceits,  every  fhadow  is  a  devil,  and  every  bufh  a  thief  to 
them  :  And  t  he  more  men  are  in  the  dark  as  to  the  knowledge  of 
caufes,  rtiU  the  more  jealous  and  fearful]  of  Events ;  Now  the  moil 
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of  men  are  very  ignorant*  and  therefore  fuperflitioufly  fearfull  upon 
any  iuch  irregular  events  in  Nature. 

— -F ormido  mortales  continet  omnes 3 
•Quod  mult  a  in  terris  fieri  cxlc'que  tuentur • 

Quorum  operum  caujas  nulla,  ratione  videre 
Pojjunt:  Lucret. 

The  Fools  Purgatory  is  as  familiar  as  the  Fools  Paradife  j Ignorance  Wifd.i7. 13. 
calls  every  unaccountable  Symptom  (in  the  Patient)  Witchcraft,  To  yw  '<rvw- ’ 
and  every  ilrange  accident*  a  Prodigy.  Befides  it  is  the  ul'age  of  ig-  ig¬ 

norance,  eipecially  where  the  objedsare  great,  vehement,  and  ex-  vbvJ.Kh' *- 
traordinary,  which  fall  before  it,  to  conceit  a  kinde  of  Divinity  S'olovdmy^ 
dwelling  in  them,  and  to  regard  them  as.  examples  of  fome  vertue  vsl 
and  power  fupenour  to  Natural.  Hippocrates  tells  us,  that  fad  difeafe  ea 

(  in  VhyhckiXAe&mojbus  facer,  the  holy  or  divine  difeafe)  took  its  ^Wi/007- 
appellation  hence,  ^Av^amot^  iviyuvav  Qelou  hvcu  \as v  dmiews  a)  d&v-  '07}pjQ-  d.va- 
(M-jjoiflof.  '  Men  called  it  divine,  from  ignorance,  and  a  blinde  won-  'n^ 
derment  at  the  tenge  and  vehement  fy in ptoms  thereof.  Moreover, 
it  is  the  nature  of  ignorance  to  produce  ( as  diffidence  in  the  heart, 
fowithall)  confidence  in  the  head-,  for  thofe  which  know  leall.of  p[ut, 

things  pall  or  prefent,  are  ufually  the  molt  confident  determiners 
concerning  things  future.  Upon  this  account  the  multitude  (to  HiDOocrat 
which  knowledge  was  never  very  friendly)  cannot  but  be  greatly  Amorb  Caere 
impreffive  to  any  great  and  religious  perfwafions  concerning  prodi- 
gies;  (  efpecially  if  much  forc’t  upon  them  by  the  importunity  of 
bold  men  ) 

2.  It  is  the  Nature  of  guilt  to  be  quickly  awakened  into  a  fear  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  evil:  Itfleeps  (as  they  fay  of  the  Hare)  with  its  eyes  open^ 
quickly  awake  to  fee  or  phanfie  an  impendent  evil,  howfecure  loe- 
veritmay  feem  toitfeffior  others.  Guilt  isupon  every  flight occa-  Wifd.i7.n. 
iron  WLtfJUf  kzkuv,  never  prophefying  good  concerning  men,but  evils  Ad  monftri 
It  will  fly  when  none  purfues.  There  go  ufually  along  with  a  guilty  confpeftum 
brealt  (  when  fair  colours  hang  out  in  the  f  ace  )  black  jealoufies  and  omnes  plerun- 
fears,^  a  jtpiffius,  a  fearfull  expectation  of  vengeance  t  and  quefubito  ex - 

therefore  f  like  Beljbanar )  where  it  cannot  diftinftly  expound  Gods  honefeum , 
tenge  characters,  it  yet  concludes  the  general  intention  to  be  wrath  veluti  ccnfci- 
and  judgement.  The  Authour  of  the  Boo^of  IVijdomj  hath  therefore  entiamjiimu- 
well  exprefl:  the  Nature  of  guilt,  thus,  TVicb^ednefs  condemned  of  her  own  lo  peccati  vul- 
witnefs ,  is  very  timer ous^and  being  prejfed  with  confcience>  always  forecafi-  ncratama?- 
cth  terrible  things.  nofcentes3  at- 

Guilthath  an  injured  Gcd  always  prefented  to  it,  now  where  our  quedeirdVei 
lives  and  fortunes  are  in  the  hand  of  offended  greatnefs,  vfe  think  velin  antece - 
more  fluently  what  it  may,  then  what  it  will  do  with  us.  Where  dentibus  ani- 
men  miftruft  (  as  guilt  generally  doth  )  every  nutus>  words  good  or  maduersd,  vel 
bad,alla£tions,  but  eipecially  fuchasare  to  us  obfeure  and  unac-  in  future  nc- 
eountable,  are  the  feed  of  jealoufie.  Guilt  can  fpell  death  out  of  Gods  gotiis  metuen- - 
fweetert  promifes,  much  more  out  of  his  dark  and  intricate  provi-  di  finguli  co- 
donees.  gitent, 

b  Theftrid  obfervation  of  Prodigies  hath  ri fen  from  the  application  of  S.Aug Mb,de 
a  humane  meafure  to  divine  fittings.  All  anions  of  confequence  done  in  Civit.Dcil 
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the  world  by  humane  Agents,  come  forth  msw  ttopj- v  fjertas  with  cb- 
(eryation  they  are  ufually  preface  with  fomewhat  which  may  raife 
expectation,  and  give  notice.  Seneca  fpeaks  of  a  pompa  mortis ,  there  is 
alfo  a  pompa  vita  •.  Men  ufe  not  c adore  in  negotix  fed  dc[ccnderc\  and 
their  actions  of  moment,  though  they  have  fometimes  abrupt  os  fines 
yet  it  is  leldomthat  they  have  abrupt  a  principle  t  Now  it  is  accord¬ 
ingly  thought  that  all  Gods  actions  cf  remark,  mull  be  ftampt  with  a 
humane  lignature  ;  be  ulhered  with  the  pomp  and  lolemnity  of  fome 
prodigious  and  preternatural  occurrences-  W hereasGod  hath  threat- 
ned  not  or  ely  to  deftroy  bad  men  by  his  judgements,  but  to  iurprife 
them  toftorm  them  without  a  precedent  Summons-  We  read  of 
nothing  in  the  Rev.  to  be  concealed  f:om  men-  but  what  judgements 
the  (even  thunders  uttered.  God  often  by  prophecies  and  mighty  fig  ns 
warned  former  Ages, &expefts  now  that  former  Ages  (hould  warn  us. 

There  is  no  one  thing  which  hath  letup  fuch  a  multitude  of  idols, 
vain  and  fantaftical  conceits  (  as  the  excellent  VeruUm  obferves)  in 
Philofophy,  quetm  nxturxlium  operatienum  ad  fimilitudinem  actionum  bu- 
manarum  redubtio  j  the  reducing  of  all  natural  operations  toahkenefs 
With  the  aCts  of  men,  and  the  preferring  of  man  (  the  Idler  world  ) 
as  the  great  glafs  of  Nature,in  whofe  fabnek  and  actions,  the  limilar 
images  &  imitations  of  all  things  in  the  great  er  wot  Id  (hour  •  be  re- 
prefented  And  to  as  many  vain  imaginations  inP zvtnity  hath  t.,e  ma¬ 
king  (  as  it  were)  of  God  after  their  own  image,  and  faftning  upon 
hini  either  #X So<  or  or  *a»  dvd^mr^znd  propofn  j  of  the  cu- 

ftoms,reafonings,  and  counfels  of  men,  as  the  Jacobs  lb  ft,  to  eft  mate 
the  height  and  extent  of  the  counfels  and  a&ioflsof  God,  (whofe 
ways  and  thoughts,as  we  a  refold,  are  not  laid  by  any  01  thoie  ihorc 
lines  which  ours  are )  expos’d  men.  .  . 

4.  Men  are  greatly  propenfe  to  dofervith  any  flattering  medium  to  arrive 

at  the  much  de  fired  knowledge  of  things  to  come.  The  more  the  fruit  of 
the  Tree  of  knowledge  is  placet  beyond  our  reach,,  the  more  impatient 
defires  after  it  ufe  to  rile  up  in  our  minds;  Now  fuch  is  the  know- 
ledge  of  things  wrapt  up  m  futurity.  Hence  Afirology  (whicti  feeds 
men  with  the  aery  hopes  of  this  knowledge,)  to  va.uable  a  fcience 
with  the  the  Chaldeans-.  Oracles ,  fo  much-attended  to  by  the  Grecians-, 
Aunties  by  the  Romans ;  anykinde  of  Prophets  by  the  Hebrews :  the 
iJbjut  iiJL>  aufpicious  figns  amongft  the  ruder  Heathens:  In  fhort, 
TuUy  hath  noted,  that  no  King  nor  People  ever  was  there  With  whom 
fome  prefumed  divine  prediQions,  Were  noun  ufe  and  credit:  to 
w  hicn  I  further  add,  that  it  is  hard  to  mention  that  thing  (necetfary 
or  confingent )  upon  which  the  Ethmck  vanity  had  not  afiuct  fome 
fignification  and  prefage  or  other.  Nay  and  even  in  very  good  men 
fin  facred  writ)we  findenotthis  itch  after  the  knowledge  of  the  con¬ 
dition  of fUture  times,  (ufficiently  kil’d.  .  ,  ,  .  , 

This  defire  of  knowing  things  future,  is  owing  partly  to  that  migh¬ 
ty  thirftin  the  foul  after  knowledge  in  the  latitude  thereof  5  Partly  to 
a  fecretdillruft  of  Providence,  which  we  cannot  endure  to  follow  e- 
ven  blind-fold,  lik q  Abraham,  not  flowing  whither  we go-3 .partly  to  our 

natural  reftlefnefs  in  uncertainties,  and  the  fouls  not  enduring  a  per- 
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retual  crucifixion  between  hopes  and  fears;  partly  to  that  impretfive- 
nefsofipirit  which  times  of  action  and  change  (for  iniuch,prodigies 
and  prophecies  are  moft  critically  recorded)  are  generally  attended 
withjas  alio  to  that  naufea  which  the  tedious  repetition  ot  things  pre¬ 
sent  and  familiar,  creates  the  foul  of  man.  For  theiereatons,  men  are 
very  ready  to  attend  to  a  Prodigy  as  to  a  kinde  of  filentOracle,to  re- 
folve  them  in  their  enquiries  defuturo ,  which  is  indeed  but  profane¬ 
ly  to  go  to  God,  whole  work  it  is,  as  they  would  to  a  common  For¬ 
tune-teller. 

To  dilmifs  this  particular.  There  are  efpecially  two  forts  of  things 
which  command  our  minds  to  the  moll  quick  and  lerious  attendances, 
i .  Things  rare  and  extraordinary ,  Oracle*-,  Mylleries,  New  notions,  cu¬ 
rious  Arts,  'Secrets,  Stories  of  Apparitions,  z  Predictions  and  Divi ^ 
nations  :  for  We  (hall  observe  the  loul  efpecially  delighted  in  its  en¬ 
quiries  into  times  far  pi  ft,  and  long  hence  to  cone ;  whereby  it  grafps 
( in  a .kinde  of  petty  infinity  )  both  the  ends  of  time  at  once.  Now 
then.  Prodigies  may  quickly  call  forth  the  lerious  notices  and  regards 
of  the  moJtf  as  being  mira matters  (in  themfelves)  rare  and  wonder- 
full  and alfo  (in common  opinion  ;  monjira ,  things  which  canfheW 
them  what  is  to  come,  and  10  lift  the  foul  above  the  narrow  Horizon 
of  things  prefent  and  ienfible,  which  it  hath  to  often  furfettedand 
cloy’d  it  ielfwithall. 

The  hand  ot  Joab  (the  Agency  of  the  devil )  feems  not  a  little  en¬ 
gaged.  in  this  bujmefs  [  the  ftrengthning  of  this  opinion  of  Prodigies, 
"with  which  the  minds  of  men  are  lo  much  pofteftl  For  hefervesno 
fmill  ends  upon  Perfons  entertained  with  fuch  oblervances.  By  fuch 
curious  w:  ys  he  calls  men  <  ff  from  more  necefiary  fearches  and  enqui¬ 
ries.  Humble  ignorance  (he  knows  )  in  matters  too  high  for  us,  is 
a  fruitful!  mother  of  devotion  :  He  ten  pts  men,  like  the  fly,  into  the 
fire  by  fetting  the  appeareances  and  hopes  of  a  greater  light  before 
them.  Befides,  he  works  men  hereby  into  fervile  and  fuperftitious 
apprehenfions  of  God;  for  the  Opinion  of  fuch  prodigies,  repre- 
fentshim  before  the  foul,  with  a  rod  of  Vengeance  perpetually  in 
his  hard.  A  belief  of  a  God,  is  that  fort  which  the  Devill  could 
never  ftorm  (force  by  any  direft  temptation)  and  therefore  he  de¬ 
signs  by  fuch  terrible  and  fervile  conceits  wrought  in  the  hearts  of 
men,  to  undermine  it :  For  perpetual  jealoufies  and  flivilh  rears  of 
God* (like  over-heated  waters)  boyl  over  at  laft,  and  exdneudh 
(that  fire)  that  faith  andfenfe  of  God,  which  firll  produc  t  them; 
when  the  Notion  of  a  Deity  Hands  alway  before  the  mind  (like  a 
Gorgonshezd)  pregnant  with  nothing  but  horroursand  dilmays,  it 
quickly  works  and  turns  it  to  a  (ftony)  ftupid  neglect  of  Him ;  foto 
get  rid  of  thatOi)tg<or  Aoujadoviov,  that  mighty  fear  which  was  its  con- 

tinuail  Executioner.'  ' 

M  )re-over,  'the  Devil  (no  doubt)  loves  to  bring  men  oft  from  a 
noble  and  generous  temper  :  And  as  it  is  the  defijgn  of  Religion  to 
caft  out  fear^  and  to  introduce  a  ipirit  of  true  freed ome  and  confi¬ 
dence  toward  God,  fo  it  is  the  work  of  the  Devil  to  call  on  ajpirit  of 
bondage  and  fear,that  fo  he  may  fee  in  men  the  more  lively  and  ex- 
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prefs  images  and  pourtraitures  of  himfelf,  who  believes  and  trembles . 

He  would  have  his  rites  of  worfhip  of  old,  e>e)ie\cty.v^ejeti  frightful! 
and  amizing  mylleries*,the  Idols  wherein  he  was  worfhipt,  bear  in 
their  very  names  and  titles  a  remembrance  of  that  bafenefs  and 
fervility  of  fpirit  which  attended  his  votaries  in  the  fervice  offo 
ahfolute  a  Tyrant,  (being  Ril’d  fometime  s,  honours  (as  ’tis 

rendred  in  the  margin.  2Chron.  15. 16.)  fometimes,  q and, 
D’EPK  Signifying  trouble  and  terrourf)  and  the  Devils  are  Ril'd* 
DHJW  coming  from  a  Word  which  Signifies  horrere ,  becaufeuiu- 
ally  tendering  themfelves  to  view  in  the  moll  frightfull  forms. 

Now  this  fuperllitious  perfwafion  of  Prodigies,,  doth  hugely  mi- 
nifter  to  bondage  of  Spirit,  and  tends  to  feal  men  with  a  mark  of 
Cain  ('according  to  the  JewsJ)a  perpetual  trembling  and  hllonifh- 
ment.  The  obfervation  of  prodigies  proving  fo  ferviceable  to  the 
dark  kingdom,  if  the  experience  of  former  times  feem  at  alitocre- 
ditand  recommend  it,  I  Should  be  ready  to  alfert  that  of  them. 
Which  S.  Bernard  doth  of  Dreams  Ex  aftu  Viaboli  aliquando  vera  pro* 
nunciant %ut  toties  inmultk  fallani  ;  through  the  fubtile  agency  of  the 
Devil,  they  appear  to  declare  truth  fometimes,  that  they  may  the 
oftnerabufe  men  with  Vain  hopes  or  fears,  with  the  lefs  fufpicion 
afterward.  ,  :*■:  i  "  : 

6.  This  commpn  perfwafion  in  men,  h  owing  very  much  to  the 
power  and  Magijterial  authority  of  a  traditional  f uperftition ,  handed  down 
from  the  very  fir  ft  times  of  Gentile  ignorance.  There  may  very  eafily  be 
a  Cabala  Errorum ,  though  hardly  a  Cabala  Veritatim ;  Our  Nature  in 
this  laps’tftate  fas  the  ground  to  weeds.)  being  a  Mother  to  errour, 
but  (as  that  to  good  corn)  a  Step-mother  to  truth.  How  apt  our  Na¬ 
ture  is  to  catch  and  propagate  the  infedlion  of  a  fuperllitious  tradi¬ 
tion,  may  appear  from  that  ancient  and  modern  ufage  of  graying  for 
a  Perfonuponnee\eing}the  vulgar  prefages  confequem  to  the  approach  of 
any  ftrange fifth  to  our  Jb ore,  the  regarding  of  any  cafual  flops  and  breaches 
m  any  hjiown  Rivers,  any  odd  noyfes  hear  (Bin  the  ftlences  of  the  nighty  and 
births  [cal' d  with  the  odd  figures  of  an  ungovern' d  imagination ,and  many 
more  (too  mouldy  with  age  to  fet  before  the  Reader)  receiv’d  of 
old  among  the  Heathens,  and  at  this  day  among  too  many  Chrillians 
asDivineMonitours.and  2s  Natures  Rarting  out  ofitsufualroadflike 
the 'Ajje .in  lacre.d  Writ)  becaufe  fome  deilroying  Angel  Rands  iuR 
before  it.  ,  ■ 

\V  e  Ihall  find  thefe  and  the  like  alterations  in  Nature,  confequent 
to  the  death  of  Caftan,  and  precedent  to  the  battail  at  Philippi  re¬ 
corded  with  the  great  regards  of  the  Heathen  Poet, 

Tempore  quanquam  illo  Telia 2  quoque  &  aquera  Bonti 
Obfcaniquc  Canes ,  importunaque  Volucres 
Signa  dab  ant _ 

Vox  quoque  per  lucos  vulgo  exaudua  filentes 

Infandum !  fiftunt  amnes,  termque  dehi fount,  &£. 
jjhicli  pofiibly  aftifted  this  tradition,  was  the  fucceeding  of 
Rome  Chnftian >  as  into  the  place,  fo  into  very  many  of  the  rites  and 
ulages  of  Rome  Fagani  (as  might  be  eafily  made  appear  at  large 

were 
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Wereth.it our  bufinefs)  and  into  as  large  a  power  over  the  faiths 
and  confciences  of  men,  as  Rome  Pagan  had  over  their  bodies,  and 
fo  was  enabled  to  mold  them  into  what  Opinions  or  practices,,  they 
might  bell  ferve  themfelves  upon, 

7  The  private  Opinions  of  fome  contemplative  Perfons,  may  (poffibly) 
not  a  little  encourage  and  ftrcngthen  the  perfwafion  of  prefages  by  Prodigies . 

Thofe  which  conceive  the  Angels,  as  a  kind  of  Heavenly  Intelli¬ 
gencers  always  at  hand  to  admonifh  and  inform  us,  when  '( through 
thefagacity  of  their  Nature)  they  efpiea  cloud  of  Vengeance,  (as  yet 
but  as  big  am  a  mans  hand)  ready  to  overfpread  Heaven,  and  to  fall 
down  upon  men,  may  (without  much  forcing)  perfwade  themfelves 
that  all  thefe  unufual  occurrences  are  owing  to  their  courteous 
Agency,  deiigning  by  them  to  warn  men  by  repentance  to  flie  from 
the  wrath  approaching. 

Others  again  feem  to  me  to  apprehend  the  World,  as  a  kinde  of 
of  Great  Animal }  inform’d  by  a  very  fubtileand  apprehenlive  Spirit, 
which  out  ofa  hidden  and  inexplicable  fenfeof  an  impendent  evil, 
fas  many  creatures  have  of  an  approaching  llorm)  Harts  fas  it  were) 
and  flirinks  in,  and  in  its  feveral  parts,  fuffers  mighty  emotions  and 
dillurbances.  But  this  notion,  will  (perhaps )  look  more  temptingly, 
when  prefented  to  us  as  the  Parents  thereof  are  pleas’d  to  drefs  it 
forth.  There  is  (faith  a  late  writer )  that  fympathy  and  fellow-feeling, 
which  God  hath  put  in  his  whole  creation ,  whereby  each  part  hath  acare  of 
the  whole 3  and  according  to  its  meafure,  doth  endeavour  its  prefervation. 
As  in  the  body  natural  of  man ,  upon  the  next  and  immediate  approach  of 
death  fome  parts  are  put  into  fuddain  tremblings ,  and  convulsions,  whereby 
they  difeover  the  nearnefs,and3  as  far  as  they  can,  labour  to  prevent  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  that  Enemy  :  So  God  hath  order'd  it  in  the  Great  body  of  the  World , 
that  Earthquakes  life  convulfions,  E c lip fes  (life  fallings  of  the  eyes )  and 
fuch  other  unufual  Prodigiesf  (which  have  an  analogy  and  refemblance  to 
the  accidents  of  the  body  of  man )  Jbould  commonly  precede  that  ruine,  where- 
in  any  one  State  or  Nation  is  finally  to  be  involv'd.  As  when  our  Saviour 
died,  the  fun  was  darbxned3  the  rocks  were  rent,  the  Earth  fhookj  by  a 
\indc  of  natural  fympathy  and  compa  ffionate  horrour,  at  [o  dreadfull  anda- 
ma\ing  a  fpeffacle ;  when  Hierufalem -was  to  be  deftroyed.  Our  Saviour 
himfelf  foretells  that  there  fhould  be  Earth-quakes,  and  famines,  and 
peftilences,  and  fearfull  fights,  and  great  figns,  as  the  Van- carriers  and 
Out-guard  to  that  more  terrible  deflation,  which  was  to  follow  them.  What 
the  Apoftle  therefore  fays  elegantly  concerning future  Glory ,  that  the  whole 
creation  which  was  made  fubjeft  to  vanity  andmifery  for  mans  fin,  doth 
groan  and,  (as  it  were)  travail  in  pain  untill  it  be  deliver’d  /loathe 
bondage  of  corruption,  and  manu-mitted  orfetfree  to  pertakeof  the 
glorious  liberty  o£the  fons  of  God  ;  f o  while  it  is  in  the  fate  of  vanity, 
God  hath  put  into  it  fuch  a  quief  fenfethat  not  one  part  can  grieve, but  it  will 
after  a  fort  grieve  together,  and  difeover  by  its  tremblings, jh  agings,  ec  lip fs, 
and  extraordinary  changes,  that  there  is  fome  great  judgement  a  coming, 

The  pretty  allegories,  and  allufions  of  which  Difcourfe  (but  the 
wafhing  of  weak  and  rotten  fluff)  might  poffibly  fhew  not  unhand- 
fomely  in  an  oration,  but  are  two  aery  and  thin  fora  fermon,  as  the 
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hony  under  the  la  w,  might  be  of  ufe  at  the  table t  but  Was  too  frothy 
and  lufcious  for  the  Altar  \  Asfor  that  vanity  now  upon  the  crea¬ 
tion,  it  is  folely  paffive  therein,  and  fubjedt  to  it  5  and  as  for  that 
vizard  upon  the  face  of  Nature,  thofe  direfull  and  amazing  alterati¬ 
ons  in  the  frame  of  the  world,  vfhich  attended  our  Saviours  death, 
and  the  fates  of  HicrufaUmj  they  are  inftances  (concluded)  miracu¬ 
lous  and  extraordinary ,  (whofe  return  may  be  expected  with  their 
occafions^)  and  fo  are  io  far  from  coming  up  to,  that  they  fcarce  look 
towards  our  prefent  cafe,  as  fhall  appear  more  fully  in  due  place  : 

80  It  is  the  N  ature  of  the  Soul  to  be  greatly  imprcjjive  to  a  perjrvafion  of 
parallels,  equalities,  fimilitudes,  in  the  frame  and  Government  of  the  World: 
and  that  (indeed )  fo  far,  as  to  make  them  (by  the  poefy  ofphancy) 
where  it  cannot  really  difcover  them  \  that  fo  it  may  pleafe  and  fol- 
laceit  felf  in  force  fuppofed  lines  and  figures  of  its  own  uniform 
and  harmonious  nature  pourtray’d  upon  the  world  ;  and  ’twere  ealy 
to  {hew  how  this  temper  hath  betray’d  it  to  a  great  many  pretty 
dreams,  both  in  fcience  and  common  life* 

Thisbeing  the  general  temper  of  the  Soul,  it  is  eafily  inclin’d  to 
believe  great  and  n  ighty  changes  in  ftates,  ufher’d  with  the.  lolem- 
nity  of  fome  mighty  and  analogous  changesin  Nature,  and  that  all 
terrible  evils  are  prefac’t  or  attended  with  fome  prodigious  and 
amazing  alterations  in  the  creation*,  that  fo  the  black  and  dread  full 
drefs  of  the  llage,  may  be  correfpondent  to  the  tragical  pait  ihortly 
to  beaded  thereupon.  Theminde  readily  apprehends  it  a  great  De¬ 
corum j  to  imagine  thechildren  of  the  creation  trembling,  and  look¬ 
ing  gaftly,  and  running  out  of  their  places  .when  their  bather  is  juft  a 
taking  of  the  rod  of  vengeance  into  his  hand.  Hence  perhaps  it  is, 
that  we  generally  finde  great  troubles  and  judgements  on  Earth,  de- 
ferib’d,  eipeciall  by  perions  ecltatical  (Prophets  and  Poets)  whofe 
fpeeches  ufually  rather  follow  Senf um  animat  quiim  veritatemrei ,  by 
all  the  examples  of  horreur  and  confufion,  inthe  frame  of  thecrea- 
Pf.18.7.  tion.  The  prophet  David  delcribes  Gods  going  forth  to  judgement, 
thus,  the  Earth  Jhooli  and  trembled,  the  foundations  alfo  of  the  hills  moved 
and  vperejhalien,  becaufe  He  wot  wroth,  and  the  Apocryphal  Pro¬ 

phet  EfdraS)  characters  the  horrours  of  an  approaching  judgement, 
by  predi&ions  of  ( the  molt  proper  glaflfes  to  reprefent  them )  dread- 
Efdr-  %  5,  ftdl  accidents  in  the  Worl d,  B loud  jb all  drop  out  of  the  wood,  and  the 
7  8»  ftone  &ve  kif  voycethe  fea  of  Sodom  Jbal  caft  out  fjh,and  mafeanoyfe  in 
the  night,  &c.  So  the  day  of  God  s  vengeance  upon  Hiervfalem^  and  (in 
that,  as  its  type)  upon  the  whole  World,  is  deferib’d  (as  lome 
think)  but  figuratively,  in  the  phrafe  of  turning  the  fun  into  darl^nefs 
A£t.  2  7o.  tind  the  moon  into  bloud;  iuch  expreflions  being  correfpondent  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  Soul,  which  conceives  it  moll  proper  that  there  appear 
no  fmiles  in  the  face  of  Nature,  but  that  (he  come  forth  cloth’d  with 
terrour  and  amazement,  when  fome  great  vengeance  and  deftiu&ion 
is  prefent  or  at  hand. 

This  difnofition  of  Soul,doth  never  more  ftrongly  exert  it  felf,  then 
when  the  Prodigies  (being  no  unfitting  emblems  of  the  judgement) 
doe  impregnate  imagination,  and  offer  a  mighty  affiitance  there¬ 
unto 
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unto  :  Thus,  (as  ’tis  call’d )  the  raining  of  blond  ("which  is  but  water 
tinctur’d  by  the  condition  of  the  foyl  whence  it  auifeth,  or,  rather, 
where  it  falls )  i"h  :11  ftrongly  follicite  the  fear  of  fomc  great  effufion 
of  bloud  in  the  ftate  j  the  appearance  of  two  Suns  at  once,  ('which 
is  but  the  figure  and  glory  of  the  Sun  drawn  by  its  own  beams  upon 
adiipofed  cloud)  doth  greatly  encourage  the  phancy  of  two  Compe¬ 
titors  for  Royalty  in  a  Nation;  fomc  great  Eclypie  feems  (to aloft 
imaginationj  to  hang  the  World  with  black  againft  the  approaching 
furieralls  of  lome  Great  Perfon;  the  Carnal  parting  of  the  River 
Oufein  Bedfordshire ,  feem’d  (after  the  event)  a  prelage  of  thefuc- 
ceedingdivifion  between  the  houfe  of  TorJi  and  Lancafter.  Thefe  and 
many  more,  where  they  meet  with  an  imagination  ftrong  enough  to 
fupply  and  relieve  their  weaknefs  ,  fhall  prove  an  event  beyond 
Geometry,  and  the  Reafons  and  experience  of  all  men  and  times- 
9.  Humane  Nature  is  greatly  propenfe  to  entertain  things  vehement  and. 
extraordinary  with  an  Opinion  of  a  more  then  ordinary  facrednefs  int  and 
prefence  of  God  with  them.  In  the  Old  Teftament,  things  more  vulgar 
and  accommodate  to  a  humane  fize  and  meaiure,  had  the  name  of 
Man  call’d  upon  them;  thus  We  read  of  the  Rod  of  a  Man.  i  Sam.7.14. 
the  cords  of  a  Man  t  Hof.  «.  4.  the  pen- of  a  Man.  If.  8. 1.  that  is  gentle, 
andufuahon  the  other  fide,  things  rare  and  which  hardly  admit 
their  pattern,  are  attributed  unto  God,  Horeb  the  Mount  of  God. 

Exoi.3.  1.  the  River  of  God.  pf,  6$  9.  thetrees  of  God  Pf.  104  ,i6>  the 
fre  of  GodtJ  ob,  1. 6  -  that  is,  great  and  extraordinary.  Now  the  an¬ 
cient  Hebrews  (to  whofelaw  of  fpeaking  the  HolyGhoft  accom- 
modateshimfelf)  in  their  enftomes  andlanguage,  feem  to  make  the 
true  ft  report  of  the  eafy  lentiments  of  fimple  Nature. 

Accordingly,  thefe  ftrange  and  prodigious  alterations  in  Nature* 
appear  to  men,  (becaufe  not  of  familiar  occurrences.)  ftampt  with 
fome  Characters  and  touches  of  Divinity;  and  fo  apt  to  raife  a  great 
opinion  of  themfelves  in  men,  as  if  fent  forth  upon  no  lefs  errand  Pcjfimum 
then  to  call  them  to  an  expectation  of  fome  ftrange  work  from  omnium  eft 
God.  4  y  augur hm 

From  what  hath  been  hitherto  difeourft,  5tis  eafy  to  infer  the  fal-  quod  ex  con _ 
lacie  of  that  Firft  Argument  (againft  us)  taken  from  the  common  per-  jenfucapitur , 
(wafions  of  men.  Por  it  is  a  perfwafion  very  general  indeed,  but  grow-  in  rebus  intel- 
ing  not  from  natural  butcafual  or  abufive  principles;  And  in  iucha  lettualibws, 
cafe,  the  more  common  and  prevalent  the  perfwafion  be,  the  more  &c.  nihil 
dangerous,  becaufe  it  derives  a  great  credit  upon  errour,  and  gives  enimmulth 
it  the  colour  of  an  Oracle.  Vox  populiisa  fallacious  topick  to  con-  placet  nifi, 
elude  from,  except  the  Opinion  generally  maintain’d  crofstheeafe  imagination 
and  intereft  of  the  World,  and  men  Ulie  Uriah  carry  the  letters,  (the  nom  feriati 
Principles^)  which  judge  and  condemn  themfelves  [as  the  common  autintelle - 
notions  concerning  Good  and  evil ,  of  the  Exigence  of  a  Deity ,  a  Future  ftumvulga- 
judgement,  the  Souls  immortality ,£A\]  ’tis  in  this  cafe  a  fign  that  the  riumnotio- 
truth  is  feal’d  upon  the  Natures  of  men,  and  rather  lays  hold  of  them;  num  nodis 
then  they  of  it.  *  ,  '  aflringat. 

And  this  in  anfwer  to  that  firft  objection,  VeruT.  Nov. 

Org.Aph, 
77. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


The  objection  grounded  on  humane  authority  anfrver  d. 

The  teftimonies  of  Heathens,  "Fathers,  Modern  writers >  alledg*  d  againft 
the  truth  contended  for ;  AnfwePd,  fir  ft  more  Generally  ,  fome  account 
given  why  fomany  learned  men  have  given  countenance  to  the  contrary 
perfwafion.  A  particular  returnto  the  teftimony  of  Herodotus.  Hetf- 
thens ,x greatly  fond  op  this  notion ,  and  why.  The  Fathers  no  great  favou¬ 
rers  of  this  Doftrine.  The  Teftimony  0/Tertullian  unferviceable  to  our 
Adversaries,  S.  Aufiin  exprefs  againft  themc  Thete(Umony  of  Machiavel 
disabled  by  a  threefold  conft  derat  ton.  D.Jackfon  whence  (in  probability) 
fo  inclinable  to  the  regard  of  Prodigies  y  fome  account  of  his  loft  boofi  0) 
Prodigies.  The  ill  ufe  the  Heathens  made  of  Prodigies, the  obfervation 
of  them  unbecoming  our  Religion 3  and  a  dijhonour  to  God . 


§thlH  «fi 

'nrPQtmu.auvHV 
*>1  *>\  / 

•cVT  &V 

[V'ydxct  Kd>yJ* 
i?  Ttohi  rjZQv& 
ZOKoR. 

1.  6.C.  i7. 

Citncfaizni- 
malia  huma- 
nis  uft  bus  fub- 
dita,  (Wc.non 
folum  alio- 
rumf  verurn 
etiam  Domi- 
norum  aver- 
fabantur  ac- 
ceffum,  non 
fine  cxitio 
am  periculo 
audemiSifi- 
quis  de 
proximo  ur¬ 
gent. 

De  Civit. 
Dei.l.3.  C.2$, 


ARguments  From  humane  Authority ,  generally  fhew  better  in 
Rhetoric^  then  Logicfi,  and  prefsthe  modefties  or  men  more  then 
their  Judgements,  Yet,  becaufe  the  Mo  ft  judge  altogether  by  their 
Proxies ,  and  are  apt  to  iufpeft  fallacies  in  ftrong  reafons,  but  none  in 
Great  names,  Ilhall  next  make  anfwer  to  a  Fecond  Objection  with 
which  this  truth  is  affaulted,  viz.  the  Teftimony  of  learned  writers 
[Heathens,  Fathers,  Modern  AuthoursJ  to  the  contrary :  where,  two  of 
each  kinde  it  may  fuffice  to  take  as  the  representatives  of  the  Reft. 

Among  Heathen  Writers  >  Herodotus  feems  to  our  Adverfaries  of 
efpecial  remark  in  this  Argument,  entering  it  as  a  try’d  cafe  ^uoties 
ingentes  eventura  funt  calamitates  velcivitati,  vel  nationi,  folent  Jignis 
prxmmciari,  and  Valerius  Maximus  feems  to  fubfcribe  the  Opinion  in 
that  whole  chapter  which  he  hath  written  De  Prodigiis ,  and  the  Re¬ 
gards  due  to  them. 

Among  the  Fathers,  we  fin  deTertuUian  telling  the  Heathens  fde- 
ridingthe  Chriftian  Doftrine  of  anEverlafting  fire)  of  fome  prodi¬ 
gious  Mountains  always  burning  •,  upon  occafion  whereof.  He  adds, 
hoc  erit  tcftimonium  ignis  xterni ,  hoc  cxemplum  jugis  judicii  j  pcenam  nutri- 
cntes  Montes  uruntur  &  durant .  And  S .Auftin  having  noted  that  a  little 
before  the  Bellum  sociale  in  the  Romane  Empire,  dogs,  horfes,  oxen, 
aftes  andfuch  like  creatures  (ufually  the  moil  iubmiffive  fubjcfts 
to  the  law  of  obedience  to  man)  all  on  a  fuddain,put  off  their  gentle 
and  traftable  Natures,  ran  away  from  their  owners,  grew  fierce  and 
hurtfull,  and  approacht  as  near  to  Lyons  and  W olves  as  their  fliapes 
and  figures  would  permit:  of  which  ftrange  occurrence.  He  thus 
delivers  his'ft  nfe  J^pd ft  hoc fignumfuit  quod  tantum  malum  fuit,  quan - 
turn  malum  fuit  illud,  cujitskoc  ftgnum  fuit!  Amongft  Modern  Writers, 
Machiavel ,  (a  Perfon  generally  thought  a  more  faft  retainer  to  A- 
theifm  then  fuperftition)  hath  thus  abetted  the  obfervation  of  Pro¬ 
digies  tit  caufam  facile  confttebor  me  ignor are,  ita  rem  ipfam  cum  ex  anti - 
qu%  turn  novis  exemplis  agnofcere  oportct  G?  cenfneri,  omnes  magnosmom 
2  quicunque 
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quicunque  aut  urbi  aut  Regioni  evenerunt,  vet  i  conjeftoribus,  vcl  ZReve- 
latione  aliqua,prodigiis  aut  c ce l eft i bus  [ignis  pradici  &  pranunciari  folere 
to  whom  may  be  added  (to  pafs  by  Luther ,  Melantton,  Camerarius  and 
ethers)  the  Teftimony  of  the  Reverend  D.  ffacb^fon :  The  manner  (faith  Serm,  on 
He  )  of gods  forewarningis  very  various  yfometimes  he  forewarns  by  figns  in  Luk.c.  15, 
the  fun  and  moon Jome  times  by  apparitions  in  the  Ayr  Sometimes  by  monfir  ous  6,7,%. 
births,  fometimes  He  maizes  themtirrain  of  Cattel,  and  Mortality  ofbeaftsof 
the  field,  or  birds  of  the  ayr ,  fore-runners  of  plagues  and  wars,  <&c.  And  fo  Vid.  Prefat 
far  received  he  them,  ns  <3*7  Mpvyyatjct  ( zsEufebius  itiles  the  Portenta  to  his  Booh  * 
preceding  the  overthrow  of  Hierufalem)  Gods  vifible  Sermons  of  Re-  of  the  eternal 
pentance,thatas  we  are  inform’d  He  wrote  a  juft  Treatifefloft  in  his  truth  of 
life-time  Concerning  Prodigies  orVivineF  orewarnings  betofaningBloud.  Scripture . 

To  all  which  Teftimonies,  myanfwer  (hall  be  firft  more  General:  Edit  i6ul 
That  ’tis  no  wonder  to  fee  this  Opinion  credited  by  fome  Great  *  ^ 

names,  in  regard  that  as  in  Herefy,  Populus  fequitur  D oft  lores,  the  Peo¬ 
ple  ufually  follow  the  Learned,  as  being  fin  a  matter  more  abftraft 
and  fubtile)  more  apt  to  believe  then  to  judge  ;  foin  Superftition, 

Doff  lores  fequuntur  Populum,  the  Learned  are  fnotfeldom)  obferv’d  to 
follow  the  People:  becaufe  eafily  furpris’d  into  an  Opinion  that 
can  enter  fo  valuable  a  plea  for  it  felf  as  common  confent.  This 
Notion  of  Prefages  by  Prodigies  being  fo  popular  and  catholick, 
wife  men  fin  their  firft  and  unwary  years,  when  they  are  difcipuli  pie - 
bis)  may  entertain  conceits  thereof  which  (hall  plead  prefeription 
againll  the  ftrongeft  reafons  to  difpofefs  them.  As  Iron  in  a  greater 
and  more  maffy  bodie,  fequitur  naturam  communem ,  follow  s  the  law 
of  common  Nature  in  all  heavy  bodies,  and  moves  to  the  Earth ;  but 
infmaller  pieces,  fequitur  naturam  privatam,  it  follows  its  own  pri¬ 
vate  nature,  and  directs  it  felf  to  the  Loadftone  ;  Thus  learned  men, 
where  they  are  prelf  by  the  force  and  weight  of  Education,  and  a 
common  prejudice,generally  follow  common  Nature  in  men, (which 
inclines  to  embrace  Society)  and  therefore  move  in  judgment,  Se - 
cundum  viam  Terra  ^  but  in  matters  out  of  vulgar  ken,  and  where 
they  cannot  be  tempted  by  a  common  agreement  they  move  fecun- 
dum-viam  confilii,  andperiuethe  dilates  of  their  own  private  light 
andunderftanding.  Even  wife  men,  fin  many  inftances.)  held  Aras 
Z?  focos3  their  faith  and  their  elfates,  by  the  fame  tenure,  tradition  - 
from  Anceftours,  and  therefore  we  may  receive  their  judgements 
( tanquam  ex  Cathedra)  as  engagements  to  confider  ;  not  always  (tan- 
quam  ex  Tripode )  as  obligations  to  believe. 

I  proceed  next  to  a  more  diftinft  and  particular  anfwen  to  the 
feverall  Authorities  alledg’d.And  firft  to  the  Teftimony  of .Heathens. 

The  many  places  of  Scripture  wherein  God  hath  threatned  toiffue 
out  a  fpeedy  arreft  upon  Perfons  deeply  indebted  to  him,  without 
fo  much  as  warning  them  by  anylefler  judgements  and  ftgns  of  Ven¬ 
geance,  to  agree  with  Him  while  in  the  way , doe  iuftrciently  relolve  me 
of  the  vanity  of  that  foremention’d  affertion  of  Herodotus.  Yet  be¬ 
caufe  it  is  deliver’d  upon  the  feeming  faith  of  a  great  experience, 
and  our  Ad  verfaries  build  fo  much  upon  it :  I  return  to  it ; 

1.  It  is  a  cone  lufion  which  proceeds  uponAhe  credit  of  a  fingle  in  fiance : 

F  that 
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that  of  the  people  of  Chios  there  mentioned,  whofe  final  deflation 
was  ulherM  by  two  very  affe&ing  examples ;  One  that  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  young  men  whom  they  fent  to  Velpbos,  two  onely  return  d,  the 
reft  being  confumed  by  Peftilence;  another  (but  a  htde  after  the 
fame  time;  the  roof  of  the  Schol-houfe  fell  fofuddamly,  that  of  an 
hundred  and  twenty  children,  but  one  eicap  d  With  life.  Of  which 
He  faith  tuv-til  (x'w  fpmiant*-  o  thefe  figns  God  fore- 

fhew’d  their  approaching  fatewithall.  Now  with  this  fo  (hallow 
and  contracted  a  foundation,  he  ventures  the  building  of  his  Catho- 
lick  affertion.  ^rnties  ingentes,&c.  A  thing  not  much  to  be  won¬ 
der’d  at  becaufe  where  men  are  very  fond  of  an  ahum  d  principle, 
any  fingle  example  which  fpeaks  favour  for  it,  lhall  be  more  at- 
tendedunto  thena  hundred  which  difparage  and  refute  it:  Belides, 
one  Affirmative  (efpecially,  if  plaufible,  as  this  is;  doth  far  more 
affeft  and  engage  our  minds,  then  fmany  more  evident)  Negatives, 
becaufe  they  are  infinite,  difperfe  our  fight,  and  deliver  us  to  un- 

tr> int’V 

2.  It  is  no  wonder  at  all  to  meet  with  fuch  an  aff  ertion  amongft  Heathens 
and  any  little  Accidents  blown  out,  by  a  fuperftitiom  phancy ,  into  thejhew 
and  appearance  of  ft  range  Omens 3  if  we  confider  ; 

1.  That  they  lool{  upon  their  Gods  a/s  a  fande  of  Fayrtes,  which  would 
throw  firebrands  and  furies  about  the  houfe,  for  the  omiffion  of 
fome  petty  criticifms  in  their  rites,  and  that  ( therefore)  they  gave 
forth  frequent  intimations  of  thefe  impotencies  and  diftafts.  They 
thought  they  were  loft  with  a  trifle,  and  wonagain  toa  good  Opi¬ 
nion  of  them  by  paying  them  the  homage  of  a  little  crouching  and 

circumftantial  Devotion.  ...... 

2.  The  hopes  and  fortunes  of  the  Heathens  were  layd  up  generally  in  this 

world,  and  therefore  their  fears  in  reference  to  it,  were  cafily  awakened. 
The  Heathen  Cacilm  (truly)  acknowledg’d,  that  all  the  religious 
rites  inftituted  by  their  Anceftours,  were  level  d  to  no  higher  an 
end  then  the  good  of  this  lower  life  5  being  either  intended  as  grate- 
full  returns  to  the  Divine  bounty  forfome  temporal  lav ours  receiv  d, 
or  devout  addreffes  to  divert  a  feared,  or  appeafe  a  felt  difpleaiure 
of  the  Deity.  And  therefore  no  wonder,  they  were  foon  awaken  d 
into  a  great  fear  when  any  ftrange  occurrence  (of  whole  end  and 
caufe  they  Were  unrefolv’d  )  fell  before  their  notice  •,  leaft  it  ibould 
abode  the  running  of  that  veffel  upon  rocks*  wherein  their  hopes 
and  happinefs  were  imbark’t.  Men  are  apt  to  entertain  great  fear 
in  reference  to  that  wherein  they  apprehend  themfelves  greatly 

C°To  the  teftimony  of  Fathers!  anfwer  (in  General)  that’twereno 
wonder  to  find  them  (living  fo  near  the  times  of  Gent-ililm  )  lpeak- 
jng  in  favour  fometimes,  forfome  of  the  Doftrmesthereofjthe  main 
trunck  andbodyofthe  Gentile  fuperftition,  was  indeed  hewn  down 
jn  their  minds,  but  ftill  there  were  fome  (mall  roots  and  fibres  re- 
maining>which  are  obferv’d  to  fpring  up  ever  and  anon,  and  trouble 
their  writings.  But  however  we  {ball  (I  believe)  feldom  find  them 
expreffmg  any  great  regard  to  this  grand  doctrine  of  the  Gentile 
Theology,  As 
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As  for  rmw/to,  howfoever  he  may  fecm  (like  fome  carved  ima¬ 
ges  about  houfesj  to  fupport  and  grace  our  adverfaries  building, 
yet  he  will  prove  ( in  truth;  to  be  like  them  barely  forc’t  and  fatten'd 
on,  and  to  lend  no  ftrength  at  all  thereunto  ;  for  i.  the  Father  writ¬ 
ing  to  the  Heathers  there,  might  lawfully  difcourfe  with  them  Ex 
hypotkefi  Ethnic#  Thcologi#-,  for  they  regarded  thofe  mighty  Vulca - 
floras  the  courts  of  Pluto j  and  a  kind  of  teftimony  or  tit  emblem 
-  of  the  fires  and  vengeance  in  another  ftate.  z .  He  ftiies  the  fe  fires 
eruptions,  but  teftimonium  exemplum,  a  teftimony  and  example  of 
the  Divine  judgment,  which  in  a  laxe  fenfe  he  might  well  doe,  thefe 
feeming  to  be  let  forth  by  the  Divine  wifdom,as  glaffes  and  pictures 
to  convey  to  the  duller  world  fome  weak  images  of  the  horroursof 
thofe  everlafting  burnings  in  another  world.  Thefe  durable  fires 

are  alledged  not  as  any  figns  of  an  everlafting  burning,  but  as  the 
bell:  argument  Nature  afforded  to  prove  the  poflibility  of  fucha 
burning  againft  the  fons  of  Nature,  whothougnt  a  fire  which  con- 
fumes  non  to  be  a  great  contradiction.  And  to  a  like  purpofe  we 
find  the  very  fame  inftances  alledg’d  againlt  them  by  another  of  the 
Ancients.  Sicut  ignes  fulminum  corpora  tangunt  nec  abfumunt,  ficut  ignes 
(s'Vcfuvii  & ardentium  ubique  terrrarum  flagrant  nec  erogantur-y  ita 
pcenaleilludincendium  non  damnk  ardentium  pafceturi  fed  inexcfacorpo - 
rum  laceratione  mtritur. 

To  the  teffimony  of  S.  AuJtinj  I  anfwer,  i.  That  ftrange  occur¬ 
rence  {-by  him  mention’d)  might  poffibly  appear  to  him  cloth’din 
more  fignificant  circumftances  then  to  us  it  doth*,  who  cannot  but 
look  at  the  fuddain  Mania,  of  fo  many  creatures  but  as  the  natural, 
though  more  unufual  effeCt,  which  in  thofe  hotter  climates,  the  un¬ 
fitting  feafon  of  the  year  might  poffibly  have  upon  them.  i.  He 
fpeaks  but  doubtfully  thereof.  Hoc  fi  fignum  fuit.  But  if  our 
adverfaries  appeal  to  S .Auftin,  to  S.  Aufiin  fhallthey  goe.  Who  (in 
his  more  awaken’d  thoughts)  thus  delivereth  himfelf  in  defiance  of 
all  fuch  Ominous  obfervations, 

Monftra  diflafunt  &  Monftrando,  quod  aliquid  fignificando  demonjlrents 
^Offenta  &b  Oftendendoj>oi’tet\ta  H  portendendodd  eft,pr#oftendendo3& 
Prodigia,  quod  porro  dicant ,  id  ejt3  futura  pradicant .  Sed  viderint  eorum 
conjehores  quomodo  ex  its  five  fallantur ,  five  infiinclu  Spirituum  ( quibus 
cur#  eft,  tali  poena  dignos  animos  hominum  noxi#  curiofitatis  r etibus  impli¬ 
cate)  ver  a  pr#dicant>  five  multa  dicendo  aliquando  in  aliquid  veritatis  in- 
currant. 

The  teftimon  y  of  Machiavel  will  appear,  of  no  great  moment,  in 
this  Argument  if  it  be  confidered  ; 

i.  Thofe  figns  -which  he  hath  noted  in  the  fame  chapter  as  the  pracurfouss  of 
fome  great  evils  ^arc  vain}  beyond  the  vifions  of  a  feaver,  and  the  rvhifpcrs  of 
the  windii or  he  there  tells  us  that  the  death  of  Lorenzo  de  Medicest  the 
Founder  of  the  Dukedom  of  Tufcany  in  his  family,  was  portended  by 
the  defaceing  of  their  Great  Temple  in  Florence ,  by  fire  from  hea¬ 
ven  ;  and  the  Banifhment  of  Petrus  So derinus  (one  of  the  Pillars  of 
State )  by  the  burning  of  the  Senate  houfe  by  lightning.  [Tenter den 
Steeple  and  Goodwin  Sands!']  we  may  conclude  by  thefe  ears  that  the 

F  i  whole 
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whole  harveftof  hisother  obfervations,  he  grounded  his  fore-men¬ 
tioned  fpeech  upon,  was  little  befides  chaff  and  husk.1 

2.  The  fufpicion  of  Atheifm  genders  him  alfo  not  a  little  to  the  fufpkion 
of  Superfiition.  The  Heathens  of  old  i\y\'d  C'AS-so/  iv  ;to<r^ft>)Atheifts 
in  the  world,  were  the  moftfuperftitious  obfervers  of  prefagesand 
Omens.  They  which  live  moft  in  negledtof  God,  think  they  fee  to¬ 
kens  of  a,  divine  Nemefis,  in  every  ftrange  accident  they  behold. 
Superftition  and  Atheifm  (like  water  and  ice)  produce  one  another; 
fiavifh  and  fuperftitious  fears  of  God,  leading  to  Atheifm  as  their 
cure,  and  Atheifm  leading  to  greater  fears  of  him,  as  its  deferved 
punilhment.  ’Tis  a  great  juftice,  that  that  wickednefs  Ihould  be 
punilhed  with  falfe  fears,  which  hath  discarded  the  true.  They 
which  will  not  fear  God,  and  hell,  and  fin,  {hall  fear  a  Prodigie  ;  be  - 
ing  therein  like  the  horfe  ( to  which  they  ftand  compared,  3^.  8.  6.) 
which  willftart  at  its  Shadow,  and  yet  rujb  [furioufly  and  without 
fear]  into  the  battel. 

Man  is  born  to  trouble  as  the  f par %s  file  upward.  The  wheel  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  is  continually  going  over  Kingdoms  and  Perfons  'The 
world  (like  Mount  Calvary J  prefentsus  with  nothing  almoft  but  crof- 
fes  and  deaths,  lpedtacles  of  nailery,  LHeaven  onely  js  a  Kjngdom  that 
cannot  be  Jbaken^  ]  and  therefore,  no  wonder  it  any  unufual  accidents, 
be  foon  feconded  by  fome  tragedy  or  other,  though  never  intended 
its  Prologue,  and  precedent  Monitour. 

The  errour  (  as  1  doubt  not  toftyleit)of  the  Reverend  Dodlour 
Jaclifon  in  this  argument,  may  be  eafily  pardoned  to  his  fingular  piety 
and  learning;  the  light  and  luftre  of  which  (like  that  of  the  Sun  )  may 
eafily  hide  any  of  his  fpots  and  blemiihes  from  the  feverer  eyes  and 
notices  of  the  world.  Great  minds  (like  the  heavenly  bodies) 
though  they  are  moved  (  for  the  main  )  with  the  force  of  the  Primum 
mobile,  the  weight  and  evidence  of  truth;  yet  they  appear  fometimes 
to  have  their  declinationes  propria? f  fome  private  motions  and  declina¬ 
tions  of  their  own,  to  which  their  peculiar  Genius ,  impreftions  from 
the  Age,  or  their  education  may  very  fatally  betray  them-  This  opi¬ 
nion  concerning  Prodigies,  anafigns  of  events  future  (which  the 
general  ftrain  of  his  Writings  fpeakshisminde  hugely  poffeft  and  dy’d 
withall)I  am  ready  to  reckon  amongft  thofe  Idola  fpecusfglCe  notions, 
which  the  black  and  melancholy  manfion  his  excellent  foul  plainly 
appears  to  have  dwelt  in,  didabufe  hisminde  withall.  Any  events 
extraordinary  in  the  world,  feem  all  along  to  have  had  a  great  im- 
preflion  upon  his  foul ,  and  feem  expounded  fometimes  a  little  more 
particularly  then  their  juft  value  and  moments  will  Well  warrant  and 
allow.  Melancholy  is  of  a  very  impreffwe  temper,  and  poetick  na¬ 
ture,  and  is  apt  (  like  adark  room  )  to  receive  in  the  images  of  ob- 
jedts  without,  in  very  monftrous  andantick  figures  and  reprefen- 
tations. 

As  for  his  Book  °f  Prodigies  mentioned,  I  profefs  my  fel-f  not  great¬ 
ly  tempted  to  follow  its  cafuallofs,  with  any  deep  fighs;  and  that  not 
onely  becaufe  mens  underftandings  have  been  too  much  undervalued 
by  *books  of  that  Nature,  already  extant  to  a  number  fufficient  to  a 
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cure  of  the  moft  troublefom  curiofity  in  fuch  enquiries;  but, 

i  Becaufe  the  few  Prodigies  and  Jigns  of  times  commended  with  a  great 
ferioufnefs  to  our  notices  in  his  Sermons  on  Luke  ( taken  for  the  greateft 
part,  out  of  Herodotus,  Livie,  Paler.  Max.  and  Machiavel )  will  ap¬ 
pear  to  any  man  ( that  doth  not  ufe  to  ftart  at  ftiadows  )  too  thin  and 
weak  to  bear  up  any  fuch  weighty  and  ferious  conclufions,as  he 
teachethhis,Readerto  build  upon  them,  (the  knowledge  whereof  l 
had  rather  fhould  be  owing  to  the  Readers  curiofity  >  then  to  my  re- 
hearfal )  Now  I  think  we  may  make  fome  judgement  of  the  value 
of  the  whole  piece,  by  the  courfnefs  of  a  Remnant  thereof. 

z.  Because  it  dejigned  an  Errorum  Apotheofis,  akinde  ofconfecration 
of  thegreateft  part  of  the  errours  and  follies  of  the  Gentile  fuperfti- 
tion;  as  appears  in  a  high  degree  of  probability  from  thofe  words 
which  fall  from  himin  the  fore-cited  papers ;  where  (fpeaking  of 
fuch  kindeof  Portenta  and  fignsof  heaven,  atwhichthe  Heathen 
.  ufed  to  be  difmayed  J  he  thus  delivers  himfelf :  Though  to  believe  as 
much  concerning  the  figns  of  the  times,  as  the  Heathens  did^  though  to  malje 
as  good  or  better  ufe  of  them  then  they  did,  be  not  fufjicient  to  acquit  us  from 
ruine  and  definition  for  e-Jignifted :  yet,  not  to  believe  as  much  as  they  did, 
not  tomalie  fo  good  an  ufe  as  they  did,  not  to  be  fo  much  affected  as  they 
were,  is  enough  and  more  then  enough  to  Icondemn  us,  enough  to  bring  that 
ruine  and  calamity  which  they  portend  or  fore-fignifte,  inevitably  and  in  full 
meafure  upon  us.  A  ftrange  fpeech !  W hat  is  this  but  to  fet  Chriftians, 
aurum  coUigere  ex  ftercore,{  as  Fzrgi/faid  hedid,\^hen  reading  of  Ennius) 
to  gather  the  gold  of  devout  fears,  and  Chrifiian  forefights  from  the 
dung  and  drols  of  all  the  Ethnick  Oftenta,  and  aufpicious  obfervati- 
ons  where-ever  occurring  ?  For  mv  own  part,  were  I  under  the  Reli¬ 
gion  of  any  fuch  perfwafion:  that  all  ftrange  accidents  are  the  warnings 
of  heaven 1 1  fhould  conclude  it  a  great  fervice  to  God  and  the  good  of 
men,  to  exhort  (as  opportunity  invited)  the  Chrifiian  Magifirate  to 
inftitute  fome  fuch  6 olledgcs  as  the  Romanes  had,  (  who  received 
them  all,  ut  monita  deorum}  which  fhould  profefs  themfelves  Prodigi- 
orum  lnierpretcs,  and  (hould  be  ready  to  offer  to  the  world  the  moft 
trufiy  rules  and  Principles  I  were  ma iter  of,  to  manage  their  inter- 
pretations,  fo  that  We  might  with  fome  affurance  concludethe  in¬ 
tent  and  meaning  of  Godin  them.  As  for  that  good  ufe  the  Hea¬ 
thens  made  of  thefe  things  (wherein  they  are  recommended  to  our 
imitation  )  what  was  it  ?  did  they  not  receive  any  ftrange  accidents 
as  the  indications  whence  to  proceed  to  a  drifts  of  times,  and  to  put 
a  difference  betweetilucky  or  inaufpicious  hours,  and  days,  (as if  any 
times  were  delivered  out  of  the  thoughts  and  regards  of  heaven  ?  J 
Did  they  not  ufe  upon  any  prodigious  event,  to  confult  the("  a bpa 
d-su  Atfjdevils  Oracles,(a  matter  pardonable  to  their  hypothefis) to  un- 
derftand  the  intent  and  meaning  of  thego^in  them  ?  Did  they  not 
approach  the  altars  of  their  angry  deities,  in  a  nicer  obfervation  of 
all  the  criticifms  of  fuperftition ,  and  the  arbitrary  injunctions  of 
their  religion  ?  Did  they  not  increafe  to  fuch  a  body  and  bulk  at  laft, 
astodifturbthepeaceof  commqnlife,  ('where  obderved  and  retain¬ 
ed  )  and  to  bring  fome  men  to  a  difearding  of  all  thoughts  of  religi- 
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on  and  a  Deity,  as  a  kindeof  Juries  perpetually  haunting  their  in¬ 
ward  houfe,  and  bereiving  them  of  all  true  generoufnefs,  peace  and 
freedom  of  fpirit  ?  But  where  do  we  ever finde that  thele  pretend¬ 
ed  alarms  from  heaven,  did  awaken  men  out  of  that  profound  fleep 
which  in  the  darker  cimes  of  Gentiiifm  they  were  fallen  into;  and 
perfwade  them  for  any  others )  into  a  corre&ion  of  their  lives  and 
manners  ?  To  return; 

3 .  Becaufc  fuch  figns  as  thefe  are  fuppefed  to  be  ,  appear  greatly  unwort  by 
the  Majefty  and  IVtfdom  of  God,  That  Scripture  might  appear  to  be 
£xod.  32 .,16.  Dni?£)  (in  the  language  of  Mofcs)  the  Writing  of  God, 

he  hath  been  pleafed  to  imprint  fuch  characters  of  Divinity  both  up¬ 
on  the  matter  and  flyle  thereof,  that  thofe  weak  prenotions  we  have 
of  infinite  Wifdom,  Goodnefs,  Majeltydo  atteftand  bear  witnefsto 
it,  as  worthy  and  befitting  God.N  And  furely  were  thefe  Prodigies  in¬ 
tended  A iQS  K nfvKx,  the  Heralds  of  heaven,  there  would  appear 
( to  fevere  and  knowing  perfonsj  fomewhat  able  to  fill  out  their 
name  and  titlejfomewhat  correfpondent  to  thofe  anticipations  whicfl 
the  foul  of  man  hath  of  what  is  becoming  the  Wifdom,  Majeftie, 
and  Holinefsof  God.  As  God  cannot  be  loved,  but  by  appearing  be¬ 
fore  the  foul,  big  with  what-ever  he  hath  framed  itto embrace  and 
open  it  lelf  unto;  fo  neither  can  he  be  reverenced  and  obferved,  but 
by  fuch  difplays  of  himfelf,  which  he  knows  the  foul  apt  to  receive, 
with  the  molt  awfull  ejpre&ons  of  obfervance  and  regard. 

Now  then  what  man,  that  hath  any  great  thoughts  of  the  Majeftie 
olheaven,can  once  imagine  he  ever  intended  any  bafe  and  deformed 
monfters  ,the  interpreters  of  any  of  his  great  counfels  and  purpofes  ? 
Did  God  generally  under  the  weak  and  worldy  date  of  the  Jewifli 
Church,  fend  forth  thofe  Prophets,  whofe  learning,  education ,  holy 
lives 3  great  worlds,  admirable  gifts,  commanded  even  profane  men  to  a 
reverence  of  their  Perfons and  meffage  :  and  doth  he  now  makeufe 
of  Monfters,  Comets,  Meteors ,  or  the  apparitions  of  unclean  fpirits,  as 
his  Pracones  publici?  Can  we  ever  think  that  the  wife  God  would 
have  men  underftand  his  meaning,  whenfpeaking  to  them  by  figns, 
which  (like  pictures.)  look  to  any  way,fpeakto  anyfenfe  and  pur- 
pofe,  the  differing  fancies  of  men  pleafef  All  the  figns  God  ever 
fpake  to  men  by,  gave  forth  (  either  by  their  own  nature,  or  his  own 
expofition )  boy>v’(vcni(M)v, a  fignificant  fpeech;  the  wonders  in  E- 
gy  pt)the  rites  of  the  Pa fs- over,  the  elements  in  the  Sacrament,  are 
t\\Signa  vocalia-,  and  the  figns  and  wonders,  which  (  as  commonly 
thought )  were  Gods  trumpets,  before  he  fell  upon  Hierufalem3 were 
Ecclef.hifl.  all  (to  fpeak  with  Eufebm  )  ova^yr  v^covfjMvov}*  ybMouv  fynpiciP 
lib  2  .  C.11.  ts£?/7w,  wonders  big  with  energy,  and  clearly  fignificative  of  the  approach- 

*  ing  deflation.  Befides,  can  it  be  imagined  that  infinite  Goodnefs, 
having  appointed  us  a  Religion,  pregnant  with  contemplations  fit  to 
entertain  an  Angel,  levelled  to  the  lifting  up  of  the  fpirits  of  men 
to  that  way  of  life  which  is  above^hstt  comes  forth  to  give  us  Trap  oral  ay 
orgec  0?6",  freedom  of  fpeech  and  approach  unto  God,  and  to  chafe 
before  it  all  thofe^ale  fears,  and  jealoufies  of  himfelf  (the  dread- 
full  apparitions  which  aftoniflh’d  men  heretofore  while  fitting  in  dark- 
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nefs  and  ike  jhadow  of  death)  fhould  now  task  us  to  a  devout  obferva^ 
tionof  the  familiar  mifcarriages  of  Nature  in  onekindeor  other, 
and  todebafe  our  felvestothe  bondage  of  fome  blinde  and  confu- 
fed  fears  of  his  vengeance,  upon  the  news  of  a  monfter,  fome  ludi¬ 
crous  pranks  of  vile  lpirits,  or  a  fiery  exhalation  ? 

Upon  an  account  of  the  Premifes,  (were  I  inclined  to  an  obferva- 
tion  of  Omens  and  Prodigies )  I  fhould  (as  Prodigies  ufeto  be  dif¬ 
ferently  interpreted  )  make  an  inverted  ufe  of  the  Reverend  Publijher  j  Joh.3.^1. 
of  this  Great  Authours  works:  [  Reader  3  write  this  a  Prodigy  jbat  this  in  Prafat. 

T r eat ife  alone  concerning  Prodigies ,  fhould  be  loft ,  and  that  in  tht  Authours  fuprct  lauddt , 
life-time  ]  and  conclude,  that  God  (in  favour  to  the  underftandings  of 
men.)  provided,  that  (like  the  dead  body  of  Mofes)  it  fhould  lie  bu¬ 
ried,  none  knowing  where,  that  fo  it  might  not  be  made  an  Idol  of, 
which  perhaps  the  Reverence  of  fo  great  a  name  might  have  incli¬ 
ned  fome  to  do. 

I  fhould  not  have  fpoken  fo  much,  ( not  to  his  t  but  my  own  pre¬ 
judice) ’of  fo  Reverend  a  Perfon,  but  that  I  am  defirousto  cut  off 
all  the  locks,  wherein  I  can  but  conceive  thefirength  of  this  fuper- 
ftitious  perfwafion  may  lie,  which  (  as  weeds  do  by  good  ground,) 
tends  but  to  eat  out  the  heart  and  ifrength  of  that  de  vout  fear,  from 
which  it  feems  to  fpring. 


sect.  v. 

An  Anftver  to  the  objection  fetcht  from  Experience, 

'  *  r-  .  ;  'j  ' 

The  Objection  proceeding  upon  expeciencepropofed,  further  confirmed  from 
Lucan,  Plinie,  others.  That  plea  evinc’d  llnfale,  Falfej  Fallacious: 
Men  prone  to  conclude  general  maxims  from  a  few  examples >  and  why. 
Some  Prodigies  mentioned  in  Hiftcry,  originally  Apologues.  Super fti- 
tiofi  oft  brings  the  evil  it  fear ^th,  and  Atheifm  the  evil  it  flights. 


THlidly,  It  is  further  oppofed,  that  common  Experience  ( the  furell 
correarour  of  all  Idol  notions  and  haftie  reafonings  )  feems  to 
fupport  this  perfwafion  concerning  Prodigies.  They  have  always 
been  known  fucceeded  by  great  evils,  and  thofe  generally  fuch 
as  they  feemed  the  mo  ft  natural  Symbols  and  reprefentations  of.  Lucan 
fpeaking  of  the  tragedies  of  Pompej’s  fall,  and  the  changes  confe- 
quent  thereunto,  defenbes  them  uihered  by  the  direfull  Prologues 
of  many  prodigious  alterations  in  the  face  of  the  Creation, 

- addita  fati 

Pejoris ,  manifeftafides ,  Super tque  minaces 
Prodigiis  terras  implerunt)  athera,pontum3 
Ignota  obfeurce  viderunt  fydera  nobles, 

Ardentemque  polum  flammis *  ccelo'que  volantes 
CbliquM  per  inane  faces,  crinemqtie  tremendi 
Syderis3  iyf  terris  mutantem  regna  Comet cn,  &c. 

Which  Words,  becaufe  the  Objection  is  a  little  concerned  in  them^ 

I  fhal! 
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3 6  objections  mjwcred.  Se&.j. 

I  (hall  crave  leave  of  the  more  ferious  Reader  thus  to  paraphrafc 
upon  them. 

Nature  mifcarries  with  a  fright,  and  ftarts 
t^uite  out  of  order,  in  her  feveral  parts 
At  fates  forefeen ;  New  Jtars  Jbone  in  the  shj.es 
(The  torches  to  attend  his  obfequies ) 

N ature  was  backward  rung,  whilft  heavenly  ire 
Had  fet  the  very  firmament  on  fire. 

A  curled  flar  appear’d  and  Mortals  qual^e. 

Who fe  fear  had  turn’d  each  hair  into  a  finale, 

A  burning  Comet  did  fad  fates  portend, 

(  Heaven  kingdoms  fells  by  fuch  a  candles  end ) 

And  the  Poet  goes  on  there  to  givein  fuch  a  catalogue  of  amazing 
accidents,  which  (I  think)  will  hardly  obtain  the  readers  pardon 
("much  lefs  his  faith)  but  by  extending  his  Patent  of  Poetica  Ucentia3 
*  ^  beyond  a  bare  liberty  in  reference  to  the  quantity  of  his  words*. 

tprrffit a  Be^.es,  experience  hath  long  allur’d  the  World,  that  heaven 
fDionu  )  never  lighted  up  any  of  thofe  Unufual  candles  {Comets)  but  upon  an 
Claudii  Vi  aPProaching  night  of  mifery  to  a  llat'e,  by  wars,  or  the  death  of 
tcllii  I)i dii  ■Pr)ncesor  Pogues,  &c.  The  Comet  An.  161%.  was  followed  with  an 
X  •  c  '  I/bdofevils  in  Germany  over  which  it  feem’d  more  dire&ly  impen- 

veri  Mac  c*eidr*  Pliny  Cfpeaking of  Earth-quake<y  propofeth  it  as  of  uni verfal 
^  'h  Hnii  °blervation,  Nunquam  Urbs  Romana  tremuii ,  <&c.  Never  did  the  City 

Vlr  X  “X  C+  R ome  tremble  by  an  earthquake,  but  events  prov’d  it  a  prefage  of 
fbtm£  g«atmifchie6toenfue.  ■  -f  ' 

Annam  Retri  b  ?  aijPwer>  i  This  plea  is  very  unfafe ;  in  regard  it  can  hardly  (like 
pXXm  befeidgM  men)  open  a  gate  to  let  in  thofe  it  favours,  but  a  great 
Nunc  Pro  *  tf00P °f enemies  (to all  iobriety)  will  croud  in  after.  Allthefol- 
Vhet  n  i  lies  of  obfervation  of  dreams,  predictions  by  the**  liars,  divination 
b  Hacfauhi  infpedtion  of  bealls.  Auguries,  pretending  to  be  the  dictates  of 
“  i°nS  experience,  and  of  tradition  handed  to  the  World  from  the 
Zens  J  very  firft  times  thereof. 

,  ■  .  cm  2.-  This  plea  is  very  falfe  *  for  there  have  hapned  many  deaths  of 

km^i  ^r*nces  never  honour’d  with  the  folemnity  of  any  precedent  Comet  t 
udm  rati  °r  otber  °b  jett  of  wonder ;  and  many  Comets  which  never  feem  a 
^docli  pro-  t0  t^le  a^irs  of  the  world,  by  any  envious  and  malignant 
erut  T  1  a^Pe^  thereupon.  Only  when  folly  hath  often  ihot  its  bolt  and  ca- 


rerurn 

event  is  moni - 
ti,  quam  rati 
one 

DeD^v  A1U1,  fPa^y  hitthe  mark  (the  event  leaning  to  fmile  upon  and  commend 
c  f  its  prefages)  there  is  a  mighty  notice  taken  thereof  y  and  that, 

ouod  trium  *•  ^ec^ufe  (as’tis  Well  noted  by  the  d  Lord  Bacon,  Natura  inteL 
quatuorve  an  humani,  magis  aficitur  affirmative  &  acHvis ,  quam  negativis  &  pri- 

norum  {patio  :  a°d  accordingly  where  a  rule  or  obfervation  holds,  or  hits  in 

non  Rex  alii  Someone,  it  makes^  more  lively  impreflion  then  the  failing  there- 
quis,  Magnus  *a  a  hundred  inllances  *,  that  which  is  ( as  he  well  obfervesj  omnis 

Vux  am  Princeps  monuvA  fit  ?  Obiit  M.  Rex  Philippus  Imp.  Ser,Hifp.  Regina  proles 
ej us  Galliot  Rex,  Seren.  Maximifi  £  quo  Cometa ?  nullus  apparuit  certey  fi  apparuiffet j  mifer 
Cometa  homicidiorum  omnium  reusfuifi'et  Fien.  de  Com,  p.  j9.  d  De  Augm,  Scient. 

1-  y.c.  4,  .  • '  ’  •  "  ■  •  ' 

fuperftitionis 
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fuperftitionis  &  van*  credulitat radix ,  the  root  of  all  fuperdition  and 
vain  credulity  fin  adrologie ,  Dreams,  Omens,  Prodigies,  &c.) 
that  which  may  derive  fome  ftrength  and  credit  from  what  «  Hero¬ 
dotus  tells  us,  viz.  That  there  Were  more  prodigies  found  out  by  the 
Egyptians  f perhaps  becaufe  ofa  traditional  reverence  of  fignsand 
wonders  continu’d  among  them  from  the  very  times  of Mofes  where¬ 
in  fo  many  happened  J  then  by  any  other  Nation  whatfoever:  and 
their  ufage  was  when  any  Prodigie  hapned  to  write  itdown,  and 
obferve  the  event  fucceeding;  and  if  ever  any  like  Prodigie  hap¬ 
ned,  they  eafily  concluded  it  would  be  idii’d  in  a  fimilar  event.  The 
mind  of  man  is  apt  to  be  greatly  mov’d  and  affe&ed  with  obje&s 
which  drike  upon  it  drongly  and  unawares,  and  lead  it  into  won- 
derand  eclfacy;  and  eafily  invited  to  believe  fefpecially  becaufe 
loath  to  bedodg  d  and  abus’d  with  endlefs  diflimilitudes  and  diver- 
fines  among  things^  that  other  things  will  fall  like  thofe  few  with 
which  it  is  fo  drongly  affefted  and  prepofled. 

z.  Becaufe  any  great  evils  (/%  fome  karjber  paffages  in  MuficbJ  ufe  to 
make {trongimprejfions on  our  memories,  and  are  generally  made  ufe  of 
as  a  kind  of  little  Epoc]mj  whence  we  reckon  our  times.  Whereas 
great  bleflings  Aide  off  from  our  minds,  and  arefoon  deliver’d  to  fi- 
lence  and  forgetfulnefs  :  or  elle  fuch  prodigious  accidents  would 
foon  appear  (if  at  all)  to  prophecy  as  oft  fmooth,  as  harfli  and  evil 
tnings  concerning  us* 

Thirdly.  ( Hampluribm  except  ionibus  uti ,  nemo  prohibetur )  this  plea 
is  (at  belt)  but  very  fallacious  and  uncertain ;  and  that  upon  many 
accounts ; 
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I .  As  many  and  great  evils  have  been  consequent  to  Prodigies  fo  alfo  are 
they  to  many  and  great  evils  •  the  W orld  is  acquainted  with  any  tiling 
better  then  confidence ;  its  nature  feems  emblem’d  in  its  figure,  it  is 
round,  and  accordingly  in  perpetual  motion  and  turning  from  one 
fide,  (date  and  condition)  to  another.  And  therefore  as  the  Difci-  f  Undenam 
pies  faid  to  our  Saviour  (in  that  great  croud,  Luk.  8- 4  5.)  whende-  conftatCome - 
manding  who  touchtHim  ?  Seejt  thou  the  multitude  thronging  thee,  and  m  ad  aliquid 
fay  ft  thou  who  toucheth  me  ?  fo  fay  I,  when  we  fee  fuch  a  multitude  of  nobis  fignif. - 
changes  and  evils  in  the  world,  thronging  of  Prodigies  before  and  candumufur- 
arter,inal  Wee  be  fo  vain,as  to  ask  what  perfons  death,or  what  event  pari  ?  an  ali - 
is  roucht  upon  and  pointed  unto  in  their  meaning  and  fignification  ?  unde  quam 
-•  Phi?  plea  builds  upon  a  mo  ft  unfaithful  l  and  finding  foundation iz.  exvanitate 
the  credit  of  all  thofe  prodigious  narrations  which  books  and  com-  quamijcri 
mon  difcourfe  are  duft  out  withall :  which  will  fhrink  to  a  mean  turgeftimm* 
account,  if  we  confider  how  prone  a  faith  men  have  for  fuch  kind  of  dum  digni 
relations  as  thefe,  arifing  either  from  a  vain  opinion  of  themfelves,  nobis  Ms  vi- 
(as  if  worthy  for  whole  fake  God  iliould  be  continually  altering  demur, 
or  nature,  and  making  oifigns)  or  too  high  a  conceit  of  men  and  the  propter  quos 
concerns  or  this  life,  *  hence  they  conceive  a  great  man  cannot  be  htec  oftenta 
born  without  iome  drange  prefage,  nor  fall  without  fome  fym-  plant  ? 
pathy  appearing  mthe  very  creation.  Befides  the  minds  of  men  Gaffend. 
hnding  themfelves  too  great  and  large  to  be  contentedly  enter-r  Meteor 
tam  d  with  the  dry  and  fcanty  contemplation  of  things  little  and  $,u 

G  •  vulgar, 
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vnlffir  doe  readily  encourage  the  relations  of  things  newandraie 

indAat  have  feme  touches  and  Umbrages  of  more  wonderfull 

and  magnificent,  then  this  fcf  fPH 

World  can  prefent  them  With.  Agun  fomeof  theie  recorded  Pw- 
dmies  were  (in  all  likelihood)  Apologues  tit  firft,tranflated  in  time 
f  bv  the  eafv  multitude )  into  the  repute  of  real  hiftones-  That,  of  a 
Mare  bringing  forth  a  Hire,  recorded  by  Herodotus,  as  a  Prodigie  pre- 
fae  na  the  overthrow  of  Xerxcr  his  great  Army  was  fno  doubt) 

place,  to  return  .that  they  are  related  by  Heathen 1  oe  s  /  J 

reproach  off  lyO^ngLuoufiy  to  abu^their  Readers  with  the  rela- 
Sf  things  rapt  to  move  winder  andraife  affe&onj  never  aaed 

fbutfalfly  conceiv’d)  are  ‘ofen  consequent  to 

the  evils  thought  portended  by  p  ?  a  rup£rjtitious  credulity , 

negleftthereol.expreft  inafcornfull  rejedhon^of^any  fimh^fupposd 

ethlnnf^wings'to  fucl^Peribns'as  either  negleft  it  by  vain  fears,  or 

^  rfofXt  ns 
recorded,  when  notice 1  was  given  him 1  of 
pearing,  as  a  Me  comm,  ego  mxem  edvm  j 

Ihi.  both.  No.  tho«£l  avrisiri  rf 

he  polfibly  underftand  .t  to  be  facred. 

profane  neg^of  a  matter  Y“?^uPRthe/t0  bebunchlritable  nor 
to  have  mfiuenc  this  death,  is  .  rof  fomeof  thofeob- 

fuperftitious.  [I  'athens'madef f  a  Divine  Nemefis,  often  afferting 
iervitions  the  Heathens  maae  oi  a  ;  j  r.nrn  nf  their 

the  honour ol  Religion  by  avenging  the  neg  .  Otherwife, 
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as  that  therewith  Elijah  reprehended  the  Religion  of  the  image  of 
Baal. 


SECT.  VI. 

An  Anfwer  to  the  objections  proceeding  upon  the  more 
immediate  principles  of  Reafon , 

The fir ft  Obj eft iont  Godmuft  be  fup pos’d  to  warn  before  he  ftrike  5 
Anfwered  in  four  particulars,  the  Rational  intimations  of  a  judgement , 
what?  Second  Objection ,  that  the  removal  of  this  opinion  of  Pro¬ 
digies,  Weakens  the  faith  of  a  Divine  Providence  anfw ere d  the 
Opinion  evinc'd  rather  to  invalidate  the  article.  Third  Objection,  It  ap¬ 
pears  not  to  what  end  they  can  ferve,  but  that  of  prefagesj  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  this  objection  noted ,  the  alledging  of  this  end  prov’d  vain  by 
aligning  more  great  and  excellent  ends. 

THe  next  Ob jeftions  which  expeft  our  anfwer,  proceed  upon  the' 
more  immediate  principles  of  Reafon :  whereof  the  firft  is  this. 

It  feems greatly  to  jujtle  the  notions  of  goodnefs  and  jujtice  in  God ,  to  be -  . 

lieve  he  reams  not  before  he  /tribes  ;  now  what  warnings  more  proper  VDjecuom. 
and  propoption’d  to  their  end/ then  Prodigies,  which  (peak  to  the 
fenfes,  and  fo  are  moft  likely  to  make  the  ^duller  multitude  ftartand  L  k 
refleft  ?  There  are  fome  [*  cugo)  cmazovrnf ,  >9  lx,  Jinn  was]  times  of  *  * 

vifitation  and  vengeance ,  times  wherein  the  cup  of  vengeance  is  be-  J  * 
come  brim-full,  and  ready  to  run  over,  when  Gods  fepentings  arc 
come  to  an  end ,  when  his  three  worthies  Hoahj  Daniel >  and  ^06  .mould 
not  prevail  for  the  pardon  or  reprieve  of  a  condemned  Nation. 

Now  then  furely  his  but  reafonable  to  prefume  that  infinite  Good¬ 
nefs  hath  fo  provided  that  there  (hould  be  fome  figns  of  fuch 
times,  that  the  repentance  of  good  men  might,  at  leafi,break  the  tall 
of  that  talent  of  ieadt  which  it  cannot  altogether  prevent,  furely  an 
Earth-quake  would  now  be  a  feafonable  Monitour*  and  (like  a  fhake- 
ing  before  a  burning  fit  j  be  a  very  fignificant  fore-runner  of  lome 

fiery  indignation  fhortly  to  break  forth. 

Ianfwer,  1.  Such  warnings  if  given,  would  not  wrl{  [0  \indly  upon  the  Sol . 
ill-natur’d  ’fforld,  as  it  is  pre fumed  -3  for  fome  evil  men,  would  like 
Verminefoon  quit  that  houfe,  that  lotion  ol  whofe  fuddain  ruines 
they  had  fuch  fure  prefages :  and  others  would  fight  againit  heaven 
the  more  defperately,  as  expelling  no  quarter  from  it  ;  few  would 
exprefs  thegood  fpirit  of ffojiak,  who  though  he  knew  that  evil  was  S- -  9 
determin’d  upon  Hi£rufalemi yet  reform’d  he  with  all  his  mighty  .  17 • 

2.  God  often  warns  men  by  his  judicia  leviora.  The  language  ot  his 
lighter  judgements,  is.  Sin  no  more.  left  a  rvorfe  thing  come  upon  you. 

He  ufually  icrapes  the  infected  houfe,  before  one  jlone  be  not  left  upon 
another,  and  makes  the  corre&ions  of  his  rods ,  Monitours  of  his  ap¬ 
proaching  fcorpions, 

3.  Shall  any  man  teach  God  wifdom  ?  We  have  already  the  terrible 

G .  z  thveatnings 
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threatnings  contained  in  Scripture,  and  (aliena  pericula)  the  great 
examples  of  divine  juftice,  there  alway  prefented  to  our  fear  and 
caution:  and  they  which  regard  not  the  thunder  of  Gods  threat¬ 
nings,  would  never  be  much  moved  with  the  fquibs  of  a  few  Prodi¬ 
gies.  None  greater  expectants  of fignsfrom  heaven,  then  the  Jews, 
.  but  when  God  gave  them  and  others,  fear  full  fights  and  great  figns 

Luk.  1 1.  n.  jym  heaven,  none  to  ttupidly  regardlefs  and  inobfervant. 

4.  There  are  other  fende  of  Prodigies,  by  which -wife  men  may  receive 
more  certain  notices  of  an  approaching  evil  in  a  f  ate.  As  there  is  a  natural 
divination 3  whereby  the  birds  can  prefage  an  approaching  ltorm  and 
tempeltj  ( that  which  gave  birth  to  the  opinion  that  they  were  T>ivo- 
rum  interpretes )  fo  there  is  an  artificial  one3  appropriate  to  every  aft 
and  myfteriealmoft.  The  Phyfician  hithprognofiica  mortis ,  the  Natu¬ 
ral  Philo fopher  his  prefages  of  winds  and  feafons ,  the  Mariner  of 
forms  and  calms ,  the  Husbandman  ,  many  of  fruitfulnefs  and  plentie 
Virgil.  Ge-  f  elegantly  deferlbed  by  the  Poet ) :  fo  alfo  the  prudent  States-man 
org.  l.  i .  hath  his  ProfpeCtive  of  many  figns,  by  which  he  can  fpy  a  trouble 
and  change  in  the  Hate,  as  yet  a  great  way  off: 

- Hie  etiam  caecos  inf  are  tumultus 

Sapb  monet,  fraudefque  &  operta  tumefcere  bella. 

Such  had  that  Politician,  who  upon  a  view  of  the  manners  of  the 
city  where  he  came,  brake  out,  0  urbemvenalem  &  cito perituram,  fi 
emptorem  invencrit ! 

Now  the  fig  ns  and  Prodigies  which  thus  forewarn  him,  are  fuch 
asthefe*,  i.  Mon  fra  vitiorum  &  doHr inarum,  monfters  of  vicesand 
opinions  generally  obtaining  therein.  When  the  old  man  is  grown 
toobigforthe  girdle  of  fhame  or  fear,  and  the  hand  of  publickju- 
llice  negleCts  to  rub  off  that  ruff,  which  is  growing  upon  the  iron 
Ezek.'  22.  if.  Age,  itmayquickly  beexpe&ed  thatGod  fhould  dohis  own  work 
himfelf,  affert  his  own  righteoufnefs,  by  throwing  it  into  the  fire  of 
fome  terrible  judgement,  to  refine  and  purifie  it.  So  alfo,  fuch  mon- 
ftrous  DoCtrines  as  thefe  grown  bold  and  publick^  area  prefage  of 
fome  great  diftempers  growing  upon  the  common  Body  j  That  there 
are  fome  inward  and  extraordinary  calls  to  an  Office,  which  ow  an  account 
of  their  truth  and  reality  foley  to  that  fpirit  which  feels  them .  That  onely 
Chrif  in  Per  [on  h  the  lawfull  and  right  full  Governour  of  the  Earth.  That 
Magifracy  flands  not  with  Chrifiian  liberty.  That,  Nullus  eft  Dominus 
Civilisdum  eft  in  peccato  mortali.  Where  the  Magi  fir  ate  will  not  re¬ 
form  the  Church,  the  people  may.  Every  fuch  DoCfrine  as  dull  and  wood¬ 
en  as  it  may  feem,  contains  ( like  the  Trofim  horfe  )  armed  men  in 
the  belly  of  it. 

2.  Extraordinary  Eclipfes  of  the  fuperiour  Luminaries ,  ( the  Govern- 
Hof.  9.  7.  ours  in  Church  and  State)  either  as  to  the  light  of  wifdom  and 
Ii.19. 11.24,  counfel,  or  refpeCt  and  reverence  before  the  people.  Before  Gods 
petty  day  of  judgement  in  a  ftate,  the  Sun  ufually  is  turned  into  dart¬ 
re  fs,  and  the  Moon  into  blond1,  there  is  great  contempt  thrown  upon  the 
Perfon  or  Government  of  the  Ruler  3by  libellsand  feditious  fpeeches, 
and  his  chief  Minifters  are  required  a.s facrific.es  to  appeafe  fome  po¬ 
pular  fury  and  difepntent. 

2.  Earth- 


Seft.  6,  objections  anjwcrcd.  41 

3.  Earthquakes  in  divers  places,  I  mean,  a  great  many  commoti¬ 
ons  and  petty  tumults  among  the  populacy.  Thefe  argue  high  dif- 
fatisfa&ions.  Such  frequent  breakings  out  in  the  body  Politick,  ar¬ 
gue  many  noxious  and  dangerous  humours  therein,  which  (without 
the  wife  interpofe  of  State-phyfitians)  prefage  ruine  to  the  whole. 

Thefe  and  more  iigns  (not  proper  for  this  place)  are  there,  which 
are  fufficienttothe  mind  that  hath  wifdom*,  as  for  folly;  it  would  not 
receive  inftru&ion,  though  one  arofefrom  the  dead , 

Secondly,  We  are  further  told,  that  by  removing  of  the  received  Objedionz, 
Opinion  of  Prodigies  and  figns,  we  remove  a  main  pillar,  where¬ 
upon  the  faith  of  a  Divine  Providence  [of  a  God,  concern'd  in  all  the 
affairs  of  the  world]  and  that  we  hereby  ftrengthen  the  hands  of 
Atheilm,  and  few  pillours  under  the  elbows  of  fecure  and  fleepy 
wickednefs. 

I  anfw er.  Its  rather  the  way  to  matye  men  A  thrifts  to  tell  them,  thefe  Anfwe*’ 
are  Gods  figns  of  things  which  they  fee  feldom  or  never  come  to  pafs.  All 
arguments  brought  in  defence  of  a  truth  men  are  willing  to  free 
their  minds  of,  if  they  doe  not  fully  prove,  doe  hugely  weaken  and 
difparage  it  •,  like  weak  Phyfick,  which  if  it  drive  not  forth  the  ill  , 
humour,  doth  by  accident  exafperate  it,  and  make  the  patient, 
worfe :  and  therefore  it  is  no  way  fafe  to  truft  fo  great  and  impor¬ 
tant  an  article  of  our  faith,  with  fo  feeble  andaery  a  proof  as  this  is. 

If  an  Atheift  can  believe  that  the  world  came  by  chance  into  all 
this  beauty  and  elegant  order,  and  the  feverailfphears  of  beings  to 
maintain  fogratefull  an  harmony  in  their  motions,  without  fome 
great  intelligence  to  give  law  and  meafure  to  them  j  He  will  more 
eafily  perfwade  himfelf,  that  things  run  by  chance  fometimes  into 
difcord,monftroufnefs,  and  deformity. 

Thirdly,  ’Tis  further  objected,  that  all  the  common  and  more  Obje&ion  3. 
familiar  methods  of  a&ion,  appointed  the  creatures  giving  fo  excel¬ 
lent  an  account  of  themfelves  to  a  wife  and  confiderate  mind,  it 
cannotreadi’y  be  conceiv’d  to  what  end  any  of  thefe  extraordina¬ 
ries  in  Nature,  can  minifter  but  to  that  of  Divination  of  events 
'future.  ’  .  ■'  \  , 

Though  this  be  a  mo  ft  inconfequent  and  prefumptuous  reafoning,  Sol. 

[  things  ?ntift  be  for  this  end,  for  I  fnow  no  other  that  they  can  fere  o']  yer, 
becaufe  where  the  mind  of  man  reacheth  not  the  true  caufesor 
proper  ends  of  any  thing,  it  is  eafily  tempted  totakeupin  fuchvain 
and  cheap  refolvesas  a  fuperftitious  multitude  or  a  guilty  fear,  may 
tender  to  it ;  and  becaufe  molt  men  are  fuch  Gloria  animalia  as  (like 
Proteus )  to  fhift  into  any  odd  fhape  and  form  of  opinion  and  con¬ 
ceit  to  free  themfelves  when  held  with  the  knot  of  any  difficult  and 
peiplex  Phenomenon  layd  before  them.  I  fhall  therefore  propofe 
thole  higher  and  more  excellent  ends  of  thefe  irregular  accidents, 
which  may  fatisfie  mens  minds,  and  (as  a  real  diamond  doth  its 
counterfeit)  molt  effe&ually  deteft  and  difparage  that  little  and 
mean  end  which  vulgar  opinion- makes,  them  fervantsto  [that  of 
an  unneceftary,  and  often  hurtfull  curie  fity,  in  the  knowledge  of 
rimes  referv’d  ioley  in  Gods  power  and  counfeh] 

G  3  firft. 
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Firll  Then.  They  ferae  to  awaken  more  grofs  and  heavy  minis  into  a 
fenfe  of  the  Being,  Providence >  and  greatnefs  of  God. 

1  of  hit  Being,  One  account  why  Atheifts  live  in  a  conftant  neg¬ 
lect  and  inobfervance  of  the  God  of  Nature,  is  this,  [.AU  things  conti¬ 
nue  M  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  creation ]  the  conftant  and 
even  harmony  which  nature  makes,  lulls  men  into  a  dull  andfleepy 
inadvertency;  whereas  fome  harfhnefs  and  diicords  now  and  then 
in  the  parrs  thereof  (new  and  unwonted  occurrences)  are  apt  to 
awaken  their  dull  and  fleepy  minds  into  a  fenfe  of  fome  mighty  power 
which  runs  through  the  world  and  commands  the  forces  of  Nature 
which  way  he  pleafeth.  r.r 

Since  we  loft  the  favour  of  God  we  are  greatly  propenfeto  loofe 
the  fenfe  of  Him:  for  if  heobfervea  conftant  method  in  the  worlds 
of  Creation,  the  God  of  nature  fhall  be  loft  and  forgotten  in  the 
power  of  Nature  :  if,  as  in  the  worlds  of  Providence ,  He  proceed  bv  no 
rul'd  cafes,  (never  preferibe  to  himfelfj  then  he  lhall  be  eclyps  d  in 
chance  and  fortune:  and  therefore  perhaps  fornetimes  He  acts  fo 
accountably*  and  confoqantly  to  our  notions,  in  the  works  of  bts 
providence  that  men  are  forc’d  to  fay.  Verily  there  is  aGodwhichjudg- 
cth  in  the  Earth  s  and  fornetimes  fo  irregularly  in  the  works  of  Nature 
that  men  are  forc’d  to  cry  out.  The  Finger  of  God !  Were  the  works  in 
Nature,  alway  layd  out  by  the  line  of  an  even,  and  (every  way ) 
immutable  law  and  order,  men  would  be  apt  to  think  (though 
they  could  not  make  fenfe  of  that  thought)  that  all  was  done  by 
Nature  ;.and  fhould  Monfters*  Comets,  Earthquakes,  &c.  turn  quo¬ 
tidian,  men  would  be  tempted  to  conclude  the  worlda  great  lot¬ 
tery*  and  all  effe61s  owing  joli  fortuito  Caufarum  concurfui  \  \Vheieas 
a  wife  intermixture  of  fome  irregularities  puts  men  upon  reflection* 
and  gives  them  to  underftand  that  Natures  ill  fhap  d  letters  at  one 
time  are  an  afturance  that  fhe  could  not  write  fo  fay-ly  and 
evenly  as  generally,  had  file  not  fome  Great  Mafter  to  guide  her  hand, 
and  bind  in  the  powers  of  fome  caufes  apt  to  exorbitate  and  flie  out. 

2.  Of  his  Providence,  Should  not  Rivers  fornetimes  ftand,and  fprjngs 
fayl,  men  would  not  be  fo  fully  aflur’d,  that  it.  is  God  who  /endctl)  the 
fprings  into  the  vallies,  that  it  is  he  who  water eth  the  Hills.  Should  theie 
not  happen  fome  terrible  V ulcanos,  and  fiery  erup  tions,  we  fhould 
not  awaken  into  a  fenfe  of  that  mighty  Power,  which  keeps  all  that 
natural  tinder  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  from  catching  fire  be  lore 
its  appointed  time  :  Did  there  not  new  fprings  break  forth  forne¬ 
times,  from  the  ufually  dried  breafts  of  our  common  Mother  [delerts 
and  wilderneflesl  we  could  not  with  the  Pfalmift,  adore  the  power 
of  God  difeover’d  in  turning  the  jVildernefs  into  a  ftanding  water,  and 
*  dry  grounds  into  water  fprings.  Bolides  the  exorbitances  of  Natural 
caules  at  fornetimes,  and  their  running  (like  unruly  horfes)  out  of 
that  way  (thole  lines  which  common  Nature  hath  prefenb  dthem) 
refolve  us  that  their  general  ftillnefs  and  order  is  owing  to  Him  who 
rideth  upon  the  Heavens ,  whofe  Wifdom  and  power  moderates  all 
their  blind  and  impetuous  forces  :  A  truth,  which  the  ancients 

coucht  in  their  fable  of  the  Gyant  Typhon  ( which  fignifies  fwelling 

out) 
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out)  bidding  battel  to  (their  moft  ancient  Deity)  Pan ,  or  Nature, 
but  bound  up  and  reftrain’d  by  him  in  Nets  (as  ’ewere)  of  Ada¬ 
mant. 

3.  Of  his  admirable  greatnefs,  Upon  the  occurrence  of  any  matters 
ftrange  and  extraordinary.  Nature  hath  taught  us  to  call  up  our 
eyes  and  hands  to  heaven,  in  a  kind  of  tacit  acknowledgement  that 
matters  rare  and  Wounderfull  ow  themfelvesto  Him  who  is  dttvf/*- 
the  great  wonder  worker,  who  is  accordingly  to  be  ac¬ 
knowledg’d  in  them  all.  And  therefore  though  we  fear  not  a  Co- 
met  cr  an  Earthquake,  yet  may  we  thence  take  occafion  to  quicken 
( ur  ielves  to  a  Reverence  and  fear  of  that  greatnefs  which  appointed 
them.  The  truefpirit  of  Religion  will  not  receive  Metum,  a  fear 
of  diftruft,  though  the  Earth  remove,  and.  the  mountains  be  carried  into 
themidji  ofthefea-y  but  yet  readily  entertains  timorem.,  a  fear  of  reve¬ 
rence,  when  it  perceives  the  earth  to  be  but  fliaken,  fby  an  Earth¬ 
quake)  or  the  Mountains  to  break  forth  into  aflame.  As  we  mult 
not  loofe  our  Philofophy  in  Religion,  by  a  total  negled  of  fecond 
caufes,  and  turning  Superftitious  *,  fo  neither  mull  we  loofe  our 
Religion  in  Philofophy,  by  dwelling  on  fecond  caufes,  till  we  quite 
forget  the  Ftrfl ,  and  become  profane.  To  cure  Superflition  by 
prolanenefs,  is  to  burn  an  Idol  with  fire  taken  from  the  Altar. 

Secondly,  Some  vf  the fe  petty  alterations  in  Nature,  ferve  as  a  bjnd 
of  types,  E flays,  Affurances  of  that  Greater  and  more  univerfal  alteration 
thereof,  at  the  consummation  of  the  world.  That  we  might  not  diflruft  a 
Refurre&ion,  God  hath  vouchfaft  us  (as  Theodora  notes)  tom*™* 
ct-  cLzr.l'Ticos  xj  many  pretty  imitations  and  na¬ 

tural  Sermons,  thereof,  as  the  rifing  again  of  decay’d  plants  from  their 
roots  in  the  fpring,  the  return  of  herbs  and  trees  from  their  dying  feeds  into 
life  again.  Thus  the  frightfull  eruptions  of  fire  from  the  earth,  won¬ 
derfully  ecliples  of  the  lights  of  heaven,  the  flrangefires  fometimes 
difeovered  in  the  air,  the  mighty  tremblings  of  the  earth,  may 
ferve  (like  Hierufalemy ourtra’d  by  the  Prophet  upon  a  tile)  as  little 
maps  and  imitations  of  that  more  dreadfull  confufion  which  fliall 
coyer  the  whole  face  of  Nature  at  the  lafl  day,  and  as  a  land  of  pm- 
ludia  to  that  time  when  the  Sun  fhall  be  cloth’ d  with  darh^nefs,  the 
heavens  Jhall  be  on  fire,  the  elements  jhall  melt  with  fervent  heat ,  and  the 
Earth  with  all  the  worlds  therein  Jhall  be  burnt  up. 

Ccecilm  the  Heathen  derided  the  Chriftian  do&rine  of  a  final 
difiolution  of  the  works  ofNature  at  the  lafl;  day,  with  hjs  qttafi  Nature 
divinis  legibus  conjfituitts  ordo  aster, nits  turbetur,  as  if  ever  the  perpetual 
order  ofNature  which  hath  received  its  Teal  and  fan&ion  from  the 
counfels  of  heaven,  can  ever  be  ruffled  and  diflurb’d  :  Nowthefe 
flrange  alterations  in  nature,  are  but  prefaces  to  much  ftranger  3  and 
the  breakings  forth  of  mighty  fires  out  of  the  earth  fometimes  give 
aflurance  that  C like  Uriah)  it  carries  its  own  fate  about  it,  fuch  fiery 
materials,  as  will  quickly  reduce  it  to  a  condition  beneath  itsfirit 
Chaos,  in  that  day  of  vengeance  wherein  God  will  deftroy  the  murde¬ 
rers  and  abufers  of  his  fervants,  and  burn  up  their  polluted  city. 

Thirdly.  God  in  them  fupplies  the  foul  with  fuch  objeflsas  He  made  it 
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mojlapt  to  contemplate  and  admire.  In  a  work  of  Art  fas  Longinus  ob- 
fervesj  man  admires  the  curiofity  and  accuratenefs  ;  in  a  work  of 
Nature,  thevaftnefs  and  magnificence  thereof :  becaufe  in  the  for¬ 
mer,  He  looks  for  but  77  o[muov  dvQfajnp,  fomewhat  like  man  (the 
meaiure  &  fubjeCt  ofart)but  in  the  latter,  fomewhat  worthy  of  God: 
and.further  that  if  any  thing  occurre  which  is  Tm^o^ovy  (Ayct,  <y< 
nfAZ?  JleufMp.an'&v,  firange,  vaft,and(in  comparifon  with  our 
felvesj  bigg  with  a  kind  of  Divinity,  <pv<nws  7A01  ct^c&o/,  we  are 
carried  with  a  kind  of  native  inltinCt,  to  confider  and  attend  unto  it : 
and  he  inftances  accordingly  in  the  eclipfes  of  heaven,the  valt  ocean, 
the  vulcanosot  &£tna\  as  objects  which  command  the  mind  to  won- 
derand  ecftacy.  [The  Soal  hereby  gives  filent  teftimony  to  it  felf, 
that  it  was  made  to  contemplate  and  admire  that  God,  with  whom 
all  the  firft  exemplars  of  greatnefs,  power,  glory,  beauty,  dwell  toge¬ 
ther,  or  whatfoever  there  is  in  the  works  of  Art  or  Nature,  in  which 
there  appear  any  rude  touches  and  lhadows  of  wonderfull  and  ad¬ 
mirable.] 

Now  then  as  there  are  in  Nature  (the  Art  of  God)  thofe  admi¬ 
rable  curioii  ties,  appearing  in  the  elegant  fabrickof  the  creatures, 
the  myfierious  anatomy  of  parts,  and  thofe  more  fubtile  and  cryptick 
ways  which  Nature  walks  in,  toward  her  defigned  ends,  which 
affed  not  the  duller  and  moreheedlefs  part  of  the  world/  but  fupply 
thefonsofArt  withfrefh  and  repeated  wonders;  foin  theie pro¬ 
digious  inftances,  the  ruder  fort  of  men  (which  carry  their  Souls  in 
their  eysj  find  fomewhat  to  engage  them  to  contemplate  and  ad¬ 
mire.  Thefe  works  goe  off  from  the  common  figures  and  meafures 
of  Nature,  are  great  and  vehement;  and  therefore,  proper  ob¬ 
jects  to  call  forth  the  foul  into  contemplation  and  admiration  ;  which 
whilft  it  Hands  thus  at  gaze  doth  tacitly  and  interpretatively  vene¬ 
rate  that  God  who  in  all  thefe  hrange  Events,  appears  wonderfull  in 
eounfcl  and  mighty  in  voorbfing. 

Fourthly,  Many  of  thefe  Errata  (in  the  boolioftke  Creature )  lead  us 
to  an  undemanding  of  the  evil  of  lin  which  hath  made  the  creatures 
thus  fubject  to  vanity  and  mifcarriage.  Theophraftm  hath  noted  that  in 
the  matter  whereof  natural  things  confift,  there  is  At)  tv 
i  tv  fv,  much  of  it  which  is  unwieldly,tooftiffe  and  llubborn 

to  be  turned  to  the  feal  of  Nature,  to  receive  thofe  fignaturesand  im- 
preflfes,  which  are  bdf,  and  primarily  intended  to  be  ftampt  upon  it, 
A  defeat  which  efcapt  not  the  notices  of  many  contemplative  Hea¬ 
thens,  who  could  notrefolve  themfeJves  of  the  proper  caufe  thereof 
[Divine  malediction  layd  upon  the  creatures  for  the  fin  of  man] 

Fifthly,  They  ferve  to  lead  m  into  a  more  diftinft  knowledge  of  the 
roorlis  of  Nature.  Nature  is  the  belt  Interpreter  of  it  felf ;  now  (like 
tortur’d  men)  fhe  then  difeovers  he"  fecrets,  either  when  vex’d  by 
Art  in  leffer  bodies,  or  difturb’d  by  accident  in  greater.  Comets, 
new  Stars,  monftrous  Eclipfes,  Earth-quakes,  Meteors,  &c.  all  ferve 
the  knowledge  of  ,  one  myltery  in  Nature  or  other-  The  knowledge 
of  Nature  is  greatly  abfolv’d,  by  our  undeiitanding  [£>uid  fieri  potejl, 
&  t^uomodo]  what  can  be  done  therein,  and  how  it  is  done  :  the 

former 
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former  knowledge  we  advance  to  efpecially  by  an  attendance  to 
Natura  libera  %vel  vincta. Nature  in  its  conffant  and  more  eafy  freedom 
ot  Operation,  or  as  demeaning  it  felf,  under  the  conftraints  of  Art. 

The  latter  knowledge  we  fairly  arrive  at  by  a  regard  to  Natura  De- 
vians,  Nature  erring  and  running  out  of  her  more  common  road* 
becaufe  the  Errours  of  Nature  correct  thole  Idols  which  the  foul  is 
eafily  abus’d  with  all,  while  attending  folely  to  things  common  and 
ufuil,  (whence  it  is  apt  to  takeup  its  maximes^)  and  alfobecaufe^ 
thele  are  iome  times  a  kind  of  rude  and  imperfed  pieces  inNature,and 
fo  ferve  (like  a  (hip  halfe  built.,)  to  difcover  her  filent  proceffes/znd 
morecryptick  methods  in  the  building  up  and  compleating  of  her 
works- 

And  therefore  if  we  had  a  more  faithfull  Hiflory  of  the  Anomals  in 
Nature,  fthe  want  whereof  isowing  not  a  little  to  the  fuperftition 
of  men,  which  ftains  all  it  toucheth)  we  might  be  foon  able  to  fee 
beyond  the  furface  of  thofe  things, which  asyetfeem  plac’d  in  the 
world,  but  to  confound  and  pofe  us.  But  the  evil  is,  that  as  the  Hi - 
jtory  of  rimes •  isufually  drawn  -up,  fo  as  it  may  mimfter  not  to  truth 
but  faction  ;  the  Hi  Jtory  of  Nature  fo  as  to  gratifie  either  intereft  or 
curiofity,  fo  the  Hijlory  of  Preternatural  occurrences ,  as  it  may  ferve, 
wonder  or  fuperftition  ;  not  info  judicious  and  faithfull  a  relation 
of  the  critical  circumftances  of  accidents,  as  to  make  a  fquare  bajis 
whereupon  to  ered  the  fteady  principles  of  Philofophy. 

Sixthly,  Such  unwonted  occurrences.give  us  to  under /land  that  the  mojl 
common  rules  of  natural  operation  are  not  without  exception,  nor  her  mojl 
known  laws  j imply  immutable  ;  God  is  able  to  overthrow  Nature  by  it 
ielf,  by  appointing  one  Natural  caufe  to  difturb  and  countermand  the 
weaker  efforts  of  another.  He  can  caufe  thatTro^o^  7 m  yfaitnas  Jams$. 
fin  S.  fams’s  phrafe)  wheele  of  Nature  to  fire  and  deftroy  it  felf,  by 
delivering  it  to  the  violent  and  diforderly  motion  of  its  feveral  parts. 

All  the  creatures  are  at  God’s  foot,  all  their  Orders  and  motions.  Lib,  1.  De 

but  the  laws  which  his  infinite  wifdom  appointed  them  unto.  Ac-  Giyit.  D.c.8p 

cordingly  S-  A uft in  fp eaking  of  the  foremention’ d  prodigious  Phafis 

of the  Planet  Venus,  tell  us,  God  would  have  men  thence  learn,  Se  Deo 

non  debereprafcribere,  that  they  ought  not  to  prefcribe  to  Go^d  5  and 

that  he  is  able,  Naturam  inlong&aliud  quam  nobis  cogni  turn  eji  vert  ere 

mutate ,  command  Nature  into  a  quite  different  order  and  porture  from 

what  our  (horter  thoughts  can  reach  unto;  and,  that  Volant  cut  Con - 

ditoris  conditxrei  cujuf que  naturae (l ,  the  nature  of  everything  is  but 

the  prefent  will  of  its  maker.  As  all  arbitrary  and  contingent  A- 

gents  and  events,  feem  in  a  fort  neceflary,  with  refpedt  to  the 

knowledge  of  God  ;  foall  agents  fas  to  us,)  neceflary,  are  mutable 

and  arbitrary,  confider’d  with  refpeft  to  the  power  of  God.  All  the 

creatures  arebut  fo  many  earthen  veffels,  bearing  upon  them  thear-  - 

bitrary  figures  and  impreflions  of  their  mighty  Former, 

Seventhly,  Tis  ufually  added,  that  all  thefe  exorbitances  in  Nature 
ferve  to  foyle  and  fet  off  the  general  beauty  and  elegancy  of  its  worlds.  All 
that  uAh  «  jtgtxInS Pint  fin  the  language  of  Plotinus )  matter  not 

fullyfubdued  and  layd  hold  upon  by  Form,  doth  but  enhance  the 

H  -  value 
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value  of  all  thofe  comely  proportions  elfewhere  difcovered  in  the 
Creation. 

Thefe  great  ends  (and  greater  no  doubt  are  fome  of  thofe  which 
lie  hidden  in  the  recedes  of  the  Divine  Mind)  offering  fo  fair  and 
eafy  an  account  of  thefe  irregular  accidents  fif  at  leait  we  mayfo 
term  eventsialhngout  by  as  neceffary,  though  lefs  known  and  com¬ 
mon  a  rule  and  law  of  Nature,  as  its  daily  labours,)  to  receive  them, 
(without  any  Interpreter  to  explain  their  language)  as  a  kind  of  Di¬ 
vine  mefifengers  to  bring  us  news  from  Heaven,  and  (as  the  Angel  to 
Daniel)  to  make  us  Underftand  what  Jhall  befall  our  people  hereafter  fls 
to  weary  our  felves  to  catch  a  fhadow,  and  like  Adonis  to  fall  ^in  love 
onely  with  the  reflexions  of  our  own  face,  phancy,  and  abus’d  ima¬ 
gination  and  to  be  vain  without  any  Apology  in  the  world. 


„  SECT.  VII. 

An  Answer  to  the  federal  Scriptures  alledged  in 
favour  of  the  adverfc  Opinion . 

The  fir  ft  Scripture  Mat.  i£.  3.  fpeahflng  of  figns  of  times,  anfwer’d  by 
J hewing  the  great  difparity  of  figns,  things  fignified,the  times  fpoken 
of,  and  the  Perfons  fpol^en  from  thofe  concern7 1  in  this  Argument . 
The  fee ond  Scripture  [Joel  2.3  0,3 1.]  Vindicated .  The  day  of  the  Lord 
how  under  flood  in  Scripture ,  mighty  changes  in  the  creation ,  in  prophe¬ 
tical  Scriptures to  be  underflood  myftically ,  and  why .  The  Prophety  of 
Joel  flow  underfloodj  and  when  accomplifhed,  The.  third  Scripture,  [Luk. 
21.  u.J  anfwered  largely v. 

T  TAving  thus  driven  this  Opinion  from  all  its  little  holds,  it  remains 
JLl  now  that  we  beat  it  from  its  Port  Royal  [the  Authority  of  Sacred 
Scripture f  which  fecems  to  fpea/i  favour  for  it]  Now  the  firft  place  of 
Scripture.  I  take  notice  of.  prefl  to  the  fervice  thereof,  is  that  fpeech 
©four  Saviour. 

Mat.  1 6. $. 

Te  hypocrites tyc  can  difeern  the  face  of  the  sl^y  ^  and  can  ye  not  difeern 
the  figns  of  the  times  ? 

In  which  words  our  Saviour  intimates,  that  as  God  in  the  works 
of  Nature^  hath  confulted  the  conveniences  of  common  life ,  by  ap¬ 
pointing  fome  certain  figns  of  the  feafons  enfuing.  fo  hath  he  alfo  in 
his  providence  aflilledthe  happinefsand  advantage  of  our  civil  and 
Spiritual  lifet  by  ordaining  fbme  figns  of  the  times ,  whence  we  maybe 
able  to  make  a  Crifis  of  the  iffue  of  things and  that  it  is  a  great  in- 
ftance  of  folly  in  men,  that  they  are  fuch  able  Interpreters  of  the 
various  lines  in  the  face  of  heaven,  but  very  uncapable,  and  llupidly 
inoblervant  of  thofe  rational  figns  and  intimations  of  the  ftate  and 
condition  of  the  prefent  or  future  times  of  the  Church-  Now  then 

what  figns  of  times  can  more  plaufibly  and  rationally  be  alfigned 

thea 
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then  prodigies,  which  the  heavieft  men  canobferve,  and  thewifeft 
cannot  readily  define  to  what  end  Tome  of  them  (Comets  efpecially 
and  New  ftarsj  can  ferve,  unlefs  to  point  out  to  the  world  a  diffe- 

rence-of  times?  . 

I  anfwer  Scripture  (like  over  preft  grapes)  gives  a  very -ungrate- 
full  taft  and  fenfe,  when  preft  beyond  nsealy  and  native  intent  and 
pur  pole  ;  that  fo  the  prefent  Text  is,  will  appear,  if  thefe  four  parti¬ 
culars  be  duly  attended  unto.  . 

Firft,  The  great  di [parity  of  figns  ^  the  figns  whereof  the  Text  is 

underttood,  were,  ,  .  . 

1.  signamoralia  figns  of  a  moral  Nature,  fuchaswere  the  gradual 
lefieningofthe  luftre  and  glory  of  the  Jewilh  Polity  and  pedagogy; 
by  the  ceafing  of  prophecy,  the  abfence  of  the  heavenly  fire,  the 
arke  of  the  Covenant,  the  Shechinah ,  the  Oracles  by  Urm  and 
Thummim  from  the  fecond  Temple  j  the  lapfing  of  the  government 
from  King's  to  Dukes,  from  Dukes  to  the  Sanhedrin,  from  them  to  the 
Romanes;  there  having  been  no  Kings  types  of  Chrift  after  David  and 
Solomon ,  (except  He^e/^iah  be  admitted  a  candidate  for  that  honour) 

This  .vaniftiing  fplendour  of  the  face  of  Mofes  (that  Oeconomy 
whereof  he  was  the  minifter.)  was  a  fign  that  the  Sun  of  Righteoujnejs 
was  now  a  rifing,  under  whom  a  ftate  of  more  fpiritual  and  inward 

glory  wasibortly  to  obtain^  ,  cr 

z  signa  pradifta,  figns  of  times  long  before  fpoken  ol,  andotla- 
creti  and  icriptura  1  inftitution;  fuch  as  were,  the  departing  (in  a  good 
degree  at  1  call)  of  the  sceptre  from  Judah,  the  near  expireing  ot  Da - 
nielsweeliS)  the  coming  of  John  the  Baptijt  in  the  spirit  of  Elias,  the 
general  expectation,  of  the  Mejias  about  that,  time  rais’d  up  in  the 

minds  of  men.  >  „  ,  ,  . 

7  signa  miraculofa ,  the  mighty  figns  and  wonders  (every  way 
equal  to  thofe  upon  which  the  credit  of  the  Mofaical  difpenfation 
was  built,)  which  attended  the  perfon  and  doCtrine  of  our  Saviotu,  Jo.  lo^t 
and  to  which  (as  his  vifible  witnefies)  he  fometimes  made  his  Mat-  n 

^Whereas  the  figns  of  times ,  I  contend  againiL  are  neither  of  any 
moral  nature,  (Ipeaking  not  to  the  Reafon,  butthephancy  of  men) 
neither  were  they  ever  foretold,  (God  doth  not  now  appear  Co  far 
to  value  the  world  as  to  uftier  any  change  in  the  affairs  thereof,  by 
thepromifesofaProdigie)  nor  are  they  miraculous,  the  powerof 
Nature  (in  fuch  a  coincidence  of  caufesjbeing  able  to  reach  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  any  of  thefe  prodigious  figns. 

z.  The  di [parity  of  things  fignified ;  All  the  forementioned  figns  were 
tokens  fop  good ,  but  as  the  blufhings  of  the  Evening  before  the  dawn¬ 
ing  of  that  happy  day,  wherein,  a  ftate  big  and  good  enough  tor 
the  title  of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven ,  was  to  take  place.  Beiides,  they 
were  matters  of  no  narrow  and  private  reference  (the  fall  of  fome 
Great  Perfon,  or  the  commencing  of  fome  petty  war)  but  of  a  ca~ 
tholick  concern,  fuch  wherein  the  felicities  of  Jew  and  Gentile 
were  bound  up,  (matters  big  enough  for  the  lolemnity  of  a  fign  to 

preface  arid  bring  on.  The  things  fignified  were  alfo.  matters  ot 
4  a  H  *  huge 
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huge importance  [as,  that  Je/ia  was  the  prom ifed  Mefllah,  that  all 
the  fhadows,  and  rites  of  the  law,  were  to  expire  and  conclude  (like 
the  Phanix  in  a  Reft  of  fpices )  in  the  graces,  truths  and  glories  of  the 
Gofpel-ftate;  that  the  wall  of  partition  was  now  to  be.  taken  away, 
and  all  Nations  to  own  themfelves  brethren  under  one  common 
Father]  Thefe  things,  all  men  were  concern'd  to  know  and  believe, 
and  therefore  God  taught  them  by  great  figns,  as  well  as  excellent 
Preachers.  Whereas  Prodigies  are  fuppos’d  the  figns  of  wrath  and 
Pf  \/ul  t  judgements,  which  yet  often  furprize  men  (not  unfitly  therefore 
***  9  lbia  Gods  arrows  y  which  give  a  fatal,  but  withall  a  fuddain  and  a  fi- 
lent  wound)  and  befides  are  prefum'd  to  come  forth  to  ferve  fome 
worldly  and  little  ends  and  interefts,  which  men  eaftly  perfwade 
themfelves.  Heaven  hathefpoufed  with  as  much  paflion  as  them¬ 
felves. 

5.  The  di [parity  of  the  times'  fpo\en  of  fin  that  Text)  from  our  own: 
The  times  there  intended.  Were  times  rather  prefent  then  future  : 
times  wherein  theMofaical  Oeconomy,  (brought  on  With  mighty 
figns  and  wonders;  was  to  determine  5  Times  wherein  the  Church 
Was  to  be  put  under  an  immutable  and  excellent  form  of  adminillra- 
tion  fftifd  therefore  the  laft  times  jn  Scripture)  Now  necefiary  it  was 
that  fome  remarkeabl<f  figns  of  thofe  times  fliould  be  given  forth  in 
feripture,  that  fo  the  age  wherein  that  mighty  change  fliould  fall, 
might  the  better  acquiefce  therein ,  and  fucceeding  generations 
might  have  the  more  feCure  a  faith  of  the  exhibition  of  the  true 
Meffm3  becaufe  obferving  all  the  figns  of  the  times  to  which  he  was 
promifed,  exa6tly  confpiring  in  thofe  wherein  he  was  exhibited. 
Whereas  all  the  changes  which  chequer  and  vary  the  times  of  the 
World  now,  are  of  no  name  and  reckoning,  if  compar’d  with  this. 
The  world  is  fo  acquainted  with  civil  changes,  that  I  fliould  expedt 
a  Prodigie  rather  to  give  notice  of  fome  days  of  peace  and  fettled 
tranquillity  (to  which  the  world  is  the  greateft  ftranger) 

4.  The  Difparhy  between  the  Perfons  to  whom  thofe  words  were  fpo\en* 
and  our  [elves ;  The  Jews  Were  a  People  fo  us'd  to  figns,  that  the 
■4pofile  tells  us,  1  Cor.  1.  21.  the  Jews  require -a  fign.  And  it  was  the 
vulgar  opinion  amongft  them,  that  as  all  extraordinary  Prophets 
were  to  feal  their  commiiTion  with  a  miracle,  fo  all  events  extra- 
ordinary  were  to  be  forefhewn  by  align.  Hence  the  Jews  come  to 
ix.  our  Saviour  with  that  bold  demand,  TVhat fign  Jbcvoeft  thou  unions* 
joeing  that  thou  doeft  all  thefe  things  ?  Jo.  2. 18.  and  the  Difciples  ( upon 
the  credit  of  this  common  conceit )  no  fooner  hear  our  Saviour  fore- 
Mat.  r»4.  tell  ftrange  events  in  reference  to  Hierufalem,  and  the  Temple,  but 
they  prefently  ask  him  [whatfhallbe  the  figns  when  all  thefe  things  Jhall 
tome  to  pafs  ?  J  God  perhaps  gave  them  figns,  to  afiure  them  that  the 
evils  which  befell  them  arofenotoutofthe  duft,but  came  upon  them 
Irom  the  fore-appointing  counfels  of  heaven  5  and  to  awaken  their 
dull  and  worldly  minds  into  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  juftice  and  provi¬ 
dence.  But  now  in  the  broad  day  light  ofthe  Gofpel,  ?tis  expe&ed 
that  we  fliould  hot  need  awakening  by  any  iuch  monitors  into  a  fenfe 
and  awe  of  the  Divine  Majefty.  We  mull  now  believe  without  a 

fign. 
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fign,  and  derive  our  repentance  not  from  mighty  Earthquakes  and 
prodigies,  but  an  ingenious  and  undemanding  fenfe  of  fin. 

Iiuppofe  now  that  the  light  of  what  hath  been  faid  upon  this  Text 
of  Scripture,  is  fufficient  to  chafe  away  all  fhadowof  any  argument 
from  it,  to  abet  any  fncb  figns  of  times  as  our  adverfaries  plead  it  in 
favour  of.  •  And  what  though  We  fhould  be  forc’d  to  return  a  Non 
liquet  in  reference  to  the  true  ends  of  Comets  and  new  iters  fome- 
times  difcovered  to  the  World5  mull  we  therefore  conclude  them 
but  a  fort  oi  more  glorious  impertinencies  in  Nature,  unlefs  they 
ierve  our  curiofity,  by  being  made  figns  of  times  ?  Is  it  fuch  news  to 
hear  fo  fhorc  a  creature  as  man  is,  part  his  depth?  We  find  the  Al¬ 
mighty  pofeing  of  tfob,  almoft  through  every  fcience  *,  In  Geometry 
Know  eft  thou  the  ballancings  ?  of  the  clouds  ?  whereupon  are  the  foundations 
of  the  Earth  f after? d  ?  or  who  hath  laid  the  corner  ftone  ?  In  Natural  Phi-  3  ** 

lofophy.  Haft  thou  entred  into  the  fprings  of  the  fea?  or  haft  thou  walked 
in  the  fear  ch  of  the  deep  ?  haft  thou  entered  into  the  treafures  of  the  fnow  ? 

In  Opticks,  Where  is  the  w ay  where  light  dwelleth,  and  as  for  darkle fs^e ff.  i£.  3C 

where  is  the  place  thereof  ?  by  what  way  is  the  light  parted ,  which  fcattereth  1Z- 

the  EajUwind  upon  the  earth  ?  In  Aftronomy,  can  ft  thou  bring  forth  Mar-  v*  x4.  &  24* 

^arothinhis  feafon,  or  can  ft  thou  guide  Arfturm  with  kis  fons  ?  Kneweft 

thou  the  Ordinances  of  heaven ,  can  ft  thou  fet  the  dominion  thereof  in  the  v*  3  2*  33* 

earth?  In  Arithmetick,  who  can  number  the  clouds  inwifdom  ?  In  Na-  Ch.  39.  *• 

tural  Hiilory,  \nowefi  thou  the  timci  when  the  wild  goats  of  the  rochv  bring 

forth,  See  God  will  have  fome  things  in  Nature  unfearchable  ,  to 

hide  pride  from  man ,  and  to  difeover  himfelf  to  him  :  for  it  muft  needs 

be  prefumed  that  all  thefe  myfteries  came  forth  from,  and  are  com- 

prehended-by  fome  FirilMind,  and  mighty  Wifdom.  * 

W  e  are  urg’d  next  With  the  words  of  the  Prophet  tfocl.  chap,  2  ~ 

30,  21.  j  *  bo  chap,  3, 

I  will  Jhew  'wonders  in  the  heavens ,  and  in  the  Earth ,  blond  and  fire  and  l7jt 
pillars  of  fmoafc 

The  fun  {bail  be  turned  into  dar\nefs,  and  the  moon  into  blond ,  before  the 
great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord . 

The  day  of  the  Lord  is  near,  the  Sun  and  the  Moon  Jhall  be  damned,  and 
the  Stars  Jball  wiihhraw  their  Jbineing ;  From  which  Words  thofe 
A£f  a.  19,  20.  are  borrowed. 

10  which  may  be  added  becaufe  of  a  likenefs  of  expreifion  that 
place.  Lull.  21.  2*,  z6. 

And  there  Jball  be  figns  in  the  Sun  and  in  the  Moon3  upon  Earth  diftrefs  of 
Nations t  with  perplexity j  the  fea  and  the  waves  roaring , 

Mens  hearts  failing  them  for  fear ,  and  for  looking  after  thofe  thing* 
which  are  coining  on  the  Earth ,  for  the  powers  of  heaven  Jball  be 
fi)aken. 

In  which  former  feripture,  by  the  Pay  of  the  Lor d.  We  are  to  under¬ 
hand  fome  fpecial  day  of  vengeance ;  it  being  ufual  in  facred  Writ,  p  _  *  _ 

fas  fome  of  the  Hebrew  Dolours  obfervej  to  inticle  days  eminent  eve*.  10. 
ror  any  unufual  expreifions  of  Divine  favour  or  difpleafure,  Pays  of 
the  Lord:  whereas  we  find  this  day  prefac’d  and  foretold  by  fuch 
prodigious  occurrences  as  eafily  refolve  themfelves  into  caufes  na- 
lura*’  •  H  3  lanfwer^ 


t 
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Jer.  4.  2$ . 
Ezek.j2.7j8. 
Joel.  2. 10. 
Ifai.  1  3.10. 

3  4.  4. 

Ezek.  30.18. 
Rev.  6. 12. 

8.  12. 

Ifai.  24.  19, 

.201? 

*  td'cut  tones 
iflce  decaligne 
foils  z 'St  luna 
muftis  in  loots 
reperiuutur , 
nufquam  au- 
tem  fen  fit 
phyfico  fed 
fenfufigurato. 
In  Mat. c. 24. 
com.  2 7. 


If.  7.  20. 
Jer.  47.1. 
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I  anfwer,  Firft  Learned  expofitors  generally  underftand  thofe 
placesnotinany  literal  fenfe,  but  receive  them  all  as  fo  many  pro¬ 
phetical  fchemes  of  fpeechj  (inftances  whereof,  are  of  molt  familiar 
occurrence  in  the  Prophets  )  exprefllve  of  fome  wonderfull  evils 
fliortly  to  afflict  the  world;  as  they  doalfo  .(on  the  contrary)  the 
promifes  of  a  new  heaven  anda  new  earth,  the  increafe  of  the  light  of  the 
fun  and  of  the  moon*  &c.  but  as  ib  many  figurative  expreflions  of  fome 
white  and  gladfom  days  fliortly  to  {ucceed.  Particularly  the  lear¬ 
ned  *  Grotm  is  fo  fecureof  a  figurative  fenfe  of  fuch  places,  that  he 
tellsus,  they  are  never  to  be  expounded  (in  all  fcripture  J  to  any 
other.  Ana  indeed  Aiould  we  expound  them  literally,  we  fliould 
foon  honour  the  falls  of  great  men,  or  deftrudtion  of  cities,  with 
greater  ( or  as  great)  wonders,  as  attended  the  crucifixion  of  our 
blefifed  Saviour.  Befides,  what  Hiftories  ever  mention  any  fuch  afto- 
nifhing  alterations  in  the  frame  of  Nature,  as  the  literal  fenfe  of 
thefe  places  would  introduce  a  faith  of  > 

Now  the  Prophets  chofe  thus  to  deliver  themfelves,  for  fome  dr 
all  of  thefe  Reafonsj 

1.  Becaufe  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Eaftern  Nations,  to  defcribe 
great  and  mighty  fiorms and  troubles  in  a  ftate,  in  fuch  phrafesas 
thefe,  the  dar  fining  of  the  heavens,  falling  of  the  fiars 9  fbafing  0 j  the  earthj 
flying  away  of  the. Mountains,  &c. 

2.  Becaufe  thefe  being  the  moft  remarkable  and  glorious  bodies 
in  the  world,  terrible  alterationsin  them,  feem  the  moft  proper  re- 
prefentativesof  mighty  changes  and  alterations  in  kingdoms. 

3.  Becaufe  the  terrible  judgements  of  God  upon  the  Babylonians * 
Egyptians ,  Jews  and  obflinate  Gentiles  (  fet  forth  in  fuch  expref¬ 
fions)  were  but  fupremi  judicii  fpccimina,  little  images  and  types  of 
the  laft  and  dreadfull  judgement ;  and  therefore  not  unfitly  cha- 
ra&er’d  by  the  terrours  and  horrours  which  fliall  ulher  that  laft  and 

great  Day.  : 

4.  Becaufe  thefe  are  expreftions  mighty  and  vehement,  andfo 
very  expreflive  of,  and  futable  unto,  that  hot  and  vigorous  jmpref- 
fion  which  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy  made  upon  the  minds  and  imagi¬ 
nations  of  thofe  holy  men  which  were  a&ed  by  it. 

$.  Becaufe  that  anxiety  and  perplexity  of  mind,  which  fliould 
attend  the  plagues  comine  on  men, fhould  be  as  great  almoft,  asif 
they  faw  the  eye  of  heaven  (the  fun )  put  out,  and  the  earth  to  tremble 
under  them,  &c. 

Now,  (in  this  figurative  fenfe)  the  lyords  Were  accomplifhed  in 
their  firft  and  original  intention.when  that  great  mifery  was  brought 
upon  the  earth  by  Habuchodonofor  •,  and  they  receiv’d  a  further  degree 
ofaccomplilhment  fas  S-  Peter  intimates.  Aft.  2. 19J  under  the  Ro¬ 
manes,  when  the  land  which  was  but  Jbaven  before  by  Gods  hired  Ka\ort 
had  an  utter  baldnefs  brought  upon  it  (to  ufe  the  expreflion  of  the 
Prophet.)  and  it  fliall  have  its  fulfilling  in  the  outmoft  latitude  of  its 
fenfe,  at  the  day  of  judgment  ( of  which  fome  Interpreters  folely  un¬ 
derftand  it)  Propecies  have  their  Gradm  &  scalus  complement! , 
(as  the  Lord  Bacon  fpeaks)  the  laft  day  only  is  thattme 
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yzov*  fulness  of  time ,  wherein  they  (hall  be  completely  fulfilled.  Gcd 
often  draws  firm lar  and  parallel  lines  of  confufion,  over  different 
times  and  places  ,  whips  many  ftubborn  children  with  the  fame 
rod,  and  therefore  prophefies  of  the  fame  vengeance  may  have  their  re¬ 
peated  accomplifhments. 

Secondly ,  Some  learned  men  underffand  in  thefe  places  a  real  ana 
literal  darkning  of  thefe  great  bodies  of  light,  though  arifing  not  trom 
any  common  and  natural,  but  an  extraordinary  and  iupernatural  caule. 

The  reafons  of  which  expofition,  I  fbail  remit  to  their  proper  place; 
which  ( if  they  appear  (atisfaftory  )  nothing  can  be  thence  conclu~ 
ded  in  favour  of  prefages  by  thefe  Prodigies,  which  are  but  fome  more 
unufual  effefts  lying  hid  in  the  powers  of  natural  Agents,  and  fome^ 
times  exerting  themielves. 

There  is  one  place  of  Scripture  more  which  may  feem  to  fome  to 
require  (perhaps  to  refufe)  an  anfwer ,  vi\.  that  Luke  ax.  n.  where 
our  Bleifed  Saviour  (  foretelling  that  large  line  of  confufion to  bs 
ftretched  out  upon  the  Holy  City,  and  whole  nation  of  the  Jews,  at 
as  a  precedent  ligne  thereof,  tells  his  Difciples ,  Great  earthquakes 
Jhall  be  in  divers  places,  and  famines j  and  pejtilences,  &c.  now  earthquakes 

have  been  numbred  with  Prodigies  -natural. 

I  anfwer,  Firft,  When  God  hath  once  fealed  them  by  his  fanmon  and  in - 
ftitution ,  Prodigies  natural  may  be  regarded  as  the  figns  of  events  arbitra¬ 
ry  and  jupernatural.  Gods  bow-  ( without  a  Bring  )  in  the  heavens,  is 
to  us  a  figne  that  the  world  need  never  fear  perilling  by  any  inch 
fatal  arrow  as  once  was  {hot  out  of  the  clouds,  [A  univerfal  deluge] 
although  it  be  owing  to  a  natural  and  necelfary  caufe ;  as  being  [by 
Gods  u. ftitution  ]  advanc’d  to  the  dignity  o[  a  ligne  of  grace  and 
favour.  Thus  when  God  had  told  the  people  that ,  as  an  expreffion 
of  his  great5 difpleafure  againft  them  for  asking  of  a  king  ,  He 
would  fend  thunder  and  rain  (  things  in  themfelves  natural,  except 
it  be  faid  that  the  peculiar  condition  of  that  feafon  and  climate, 
made  them  approach  to  a  miracle)  it  was  a  religious  fear  with  which  i  Sam.  12. 

the  people  entertain’d  their  coming.  God  may  appoint  the  crowing 
of  a  cock  (  at  fuch  an  inftant  of  time  )  to  be  one  of  his  figns.  So , 
when  the  Difciples  had  asked  a  ligne  of  their  Lord>  when  all  his  pre~  Luke  it.fi 
diftions  concerning  the  Temple  and  Nation ,  fhould  come  to  pafs^ 
and  he  had  mentioned  (amongft  others jGreat  earthquakes } they  were 
then  prefer’d  a  kinde  of  Sacraments  and  prophetick  fymbols  of  the 
terrible  Chakingof  the  Jewilh  worlhip.  and  polity  now  approach¬ 
ing.  And  indeed  when  the  great  wickednefs  and  fecurity  of  that- 
generation  had  merited.) that  that  fatal  time  (hould  fall  as  a  fnare  upon 
all  them  that  then  dwelt  on  the  earth fuch  figns  as  had  a  natural  caufe 
feemed  the  moft  proper  indications  thereof,  as  which  (becaufe  hap¬ 
pening  at  that  time)  might  fuf&ciently  Warn. and  alarm  the  Chrifti- 
ans,  and  lull  fafter  alleep  the  more  Atheiftical  and  incredulous  part’ 
of  that  age;  appearing  to  them  ^  but  the  more  unufual  works  of  in¬ 
terrupted  nature.  To  conclude  now,  that  becaufe  fome  earthquakes, 
of  Gods  appointing,  were  his  figns,  therefore  all  are  ,  is  as  inconfe— 
quent  an  inference  as  this.;  the  bread  and  wine  are  figns  and  feals  in* 
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the  Sacrament,  becaufe  ftampt  with  a  divine  inftitution  ;  therefore 
all  bread  and  wine  may  challenge  the  fame  degree  of  reverence 
and  regard  from  us. 

Secondly  ,  Thefe  earthquakes  had  fuch  cha rafters  upon  them  as 
nught  fufficiently  inclofe  and  diftinguifh  them  from  the  common  if- 
lues  or  diiiurbed  nature*,  As, 

1.  Their  greatnefs ,  the  Text  ftyles  them  great  earthquakes.  It  is  like- 
i.  ly  there  appeared  in  them  more  then  the  bare  force  and  impatience 

of  fome  crude  and  impnfoned  vapours.  We  read  of  an  earthquake 
in  the  days  ol  U\\iah ,  fo  great  and  terrible  ,  that  we  finde  it  made 
anEpochu  in  the  Jewiih  hiitories.  fofephvA  reports  that  lome  furlongs 
or  the  mountains  about  ferufalem  were  rent  afunder,  and  cities  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  it.  Arijtotle  ftyled  the  Celt&  juMvoradf/'sc  ^  madmen, 
becaufe  an  earthquake  would  fooner  make  a  mountain  tremble  then 
them :  certainly  the  title  is  too  little  for  thofe  which  are  not  impref- 
hve  to  fome  fear  of  God,  when  they  fee  him  thus  let  loofe  the  pow¬ 
ers  and  forces  of  natural  agents  upon  them. 

2.  Their  multitude  [  there  were  earthquakes  in  divers  places  ]  Nature 
ran  often  againft  her  bias  in  the  fame  inftances,  that  fo  the  effed 
might  not  be  intituled  to  the  rub  of  fome  cafual  impediment,  but  to 
the  hand  of  heaven  over-ruling  and  directing  it.  And  fhouldlhere 


grant  (which  Ifeeno  reafon  to  do )  that  many  and  great  earthquakes 
in  a  continent  efpecially,  are  a  figne  of  fome  approaching  evil,  our 
adverfaries  could  advance  little  upon  the  concemon  •  both  becaufe 
the  example  will  I  believe  be  found  a  heteroclite,  and  to  Hand  alone 


in  the  Hiftory  of  Nature,  as  alfo  becaufe  I  conceive  they  would  not 
adventure  to  comparea  monfter  or  fiery  meteor  with  the  terrours  of 
io  many  earthquakes  (  generally  fingled  out  in  Scripture,  as  the  mo- 
mtours  of  the  Divine  power  and  ma  jefty  ) 

$.  Their  dijmal  attendants.  The  creatures  would  not  nourifti  fuch 
rebels  againft  heaven  as  were  then  upon  earth.  [  there  were  faminesj 
the  air  refufed  to  cherilh  and  refrefh  them.  [  there  were  peftilences  ] 
the  eyes  of  heaven  fhrunk  away  from  fuch  hated  objects  [  the  lights 
of  heaven  rvere  darhjied  ]  the  earth  groaned  and  ftaggered  in  a  fort,  un¬ 
der  her  vile  burden  [  there  Were  earthquakes  in  divers  places  ]  fo  that 
thefe  figns  might,  as  letters  do,  fpeak  that  to  a  pious  fear?  in  conjun¬ 
ction,  which  they  could  not  have  done  in  feparation. 

4.  Their  Divine  prediction.  [There  fhall  be  earthquakes  ]  and  each 
7.  earthquake  was  a  figne,  not  as  EventtU  mirabilis ,  but  as  Eventuspra- 
diffus. Saul  his  meeting  of  three  ment  carrying  three  \ids3  and  three  haves , 
and  a,  bottle-oj  wine.,  when  he  parted  from  Samuel 3  might  have  been 
received  with  the  flight  and  palling  notices  of  a  cafual  and  common 
accident,  had  it  not  been  foretold  by  the  Prophet,  as  a  figne  of  Gods 
prefence  with  him.  And  thus  any  of  thefe  earthquakes  might  per¬ 
haps  have  been  received  but  with  the  common  wonder  which  any 
rare  and  prodigious  occurrence  calls  forth*,  but  becaufe  foretold  ,  it 
was  a  figne  when  it  came  to  pafs ,  that  that  eye  of  prefcience  which 
could  forefee  an  event  which  held  of  no  certain  caufe,  did  with  as 
much  truth  and  certainty  forefce  that  feaifull  defolation  approach¬ 


ing. 
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ing,  whereof  it  Was  appointed  a  figne  and  fymbol.  So  that  this  place 
of  Scripture  appears  to  lend  as  little  fire ngth  and  fupport  to  that 
weak  and  falling  caufe,wh;ch  feeks  for  confidence  and  affiftance  from 
it,  as  the  foregoing. 

From  what  hath  been  hitherto  fpoken  concerning  Prodigies  Natu¬ 
ral  ,  it  may  appear  that  (  howfoever  they  may  poffibly  ferveas  a 
pretty  ground  for  the  fancy  of  a  Poet  or  Oratour,  which  are  to  apply 
themfelves  to  that  part  of  the  foul,  which  doth  parm  fapere)  they  are 
too  Tandy  and  finking  a  foundation  to  build  any  religious  conclufions 


Pious  frauds  are  a  kinde  of  feet  of  clay,  which  willatlaft  deceive  and 
fii-k  under  that  weighty  body  of  religion,  which  ever  relies  upo% 
them  for  fupport. 


vanity:  The  profane  opinion  the  Heathen  had  of  God ,  upon  the  pre fence 
of  any  of  them ,  noted,  from  their  writings.  The  evil  influence  they  have 


judgement  of  Apparitions  delivered  in  five  Conclufions.  An  enquiry  in- 


AL1  the  Extraordinaries  in  tne  wona  wnicniaii  out  uy  no  lieaay 
and  certain  rules  and  caufes  (  Such  as  are  the  approach  of  a 
ftrange  and  unknown  kinde  of  0  to  the  fhore,  the  f  ring  of  houfes  by  light¬ 
ning,  diforderly  ebbs  and  flows  of  the  fea,  fome  fpots  as  it  were  of  blond 
appearing  in  flones  or  ftatucs ,  and  a  hundred  fuch  like  )  to  ferveas  I 
can  the  diftintfnefs  of  the  Difcourfe  I  ftyle  Prodigies  Preternatural. 
All  which  as  foon  as  fafining  upon  my  hand,  I  fhall  fhake  off  (as  the 
Apeftle  did  the  venemous  beaft)  and  deliver  the  obfervation  of  them 
to  that  fmoke  and  darknefs,  whence  it  did  at  firft  proceed,  that  my 
Reader  nor  my  felf  derive  no  infe&ion  from  fo  hurtfull  and  headlefs 

a  vanity.  f 

i.  1  fiyle.the  obfervation  of  fuch  things  a  very  hurtfull  vanity .  The 
regarding  of  thefe  and  the  like  occurrences  as  prefages  of  evil,  ferved 
heretofore,  but  to  cherifli  in  men,  this  deformed  thought  of  Goid, 
that  (all  things  being  fubjett  to  the  law  of  an  infuperable  Fate  and  a 
blind  e  neceflity  )  all  he  could  do ,  was  onely  to  forefee  an  evil,  and 
io,  to  piece  out  his  power  with  his  courtefie ,  by  thefe  and  the  like  ac¬ 
cidents,  to  awaken  men  to  fliift  for  themfelves,  and  2s  they  could  to 
get  out  of  the  way  ,  or  to  ftrengthen  themfelves  by  refolution  when 
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any  blinde  and  fatal  caufes  were  ready  to  rufh  furioufly  upon  them.  A 
matter  which  may  appear  from  the  words  of  Ovid,  where  (tpeakwg 

of  Venus)  he  thus  delivers  himfelf. 

Verba,  jacit ,  Super  osque  movet,  qui  rumpere  qmnqum. 

F  err  ex  nonpofi'unt  veterurh  decretx  Sororum, 

Signa  tamen  luffur  dant  baud  incerta  futuri » 

Armx  ferunt  inter,  &c. 

'  .  And  to  a  like  purpofe  Silim  Italian ,  in  thofe  words, 

Heuvani  monitus,  fruftrdque  morantia  Parcw 
Prodigia !  heu  Super i  fxtis  certafje  minor es ! 

Now  Poets,  (though  in  a  matter  of  Hiftory  they  ufually  follow  ingen  i- 
* um  proprim t  and  ftretch  out  by  the  force  of  imagination  a  matter  which 
flirinks  ofitfelf  to  a  ihort  and  fimple  narration,  yet)  in  a  matter  of 
opinion  commonly  follow  ingenium  temporum ,  and  take  liberty  to 
exprefs  freely  the  common  thoughts  of  the  times  wherein  they  live.. 
That  this  was  one  of  thofe  grofs  phantafms  which  abufed  the  minds 
of  men,  in  the  darknefs  of  Gentilifm  ,  may  appear  more  fully  from 
the  words  of  a  more  fevere  andferious  Writer,  Valerius  Maximus, 
who  having  told  us  of  the  feveral  ftrange  Prodigies,  as  the  finger  of 
Invm*  lews  God  held  up  to  warn  Pompey  (before  his  encounter  with  Cefxr)  or  to 
iZmZtf  declare  his  fall ;  He  infers  from  them,  that  the  Deity  evidenced  [i'e 
Pompeii  errorem  inhiberevoluiffej  a  great  willingnefs  to  have  pre- 
L  Zenul  vented  the  errour  and  rafhnefs  of  Pompey ,  but  onely  the  infuperable 
remotum  Pro  laws  of  Fate  would  notpermithim  (though  otherWife  a  perfon  fo- 
diPLmfiu  ber  and  advifed  enough;  to  weigh  all  thofe  forewarnings  in  the 
(itaftmati  balances  of  counfel  and  confutation. 

1  '  And  if  the  Opinion  concerning  prefages  by  fuchorthe  like  oc¬ 

currences  do  not  now  comfort  and  abet  any  fuch  bafe  perfwafions 
concerning  God ,  in  fome  minds  ,  it  is  well :  fure  I  am  ,  if  they  do 
not  give  men  to  think  that  God  is  under  the  power  of  Fate,  yet  they 
little  lefs  then  affure  that  Events  are:  For  either  the  intimations  by 
fuch  kinde  of  figns  are  (as  the  fhadows  ofthe  mountains)  ineffectu¬ 
al,  moveable,  and  vain*,  and  then  ,  why  do  men  at  all  regard  them? 
or  they  are  certain  and  undoubted  j  and  iffo,  they  place  the  Event 
beyond  theredrefs  of  counfel  and  endeavour ,  and  they  call  upon 
men  onely  former  ferre ,  torideout  the  tempell  approaching  with 
as  much  courage  and  refolution  as  they  can.  ( the  evils ,  both  to  the 
ftateand  religion,  in  the  womb  of  which  opinion,  fwell  fovilibly 
out,  that  it  is  needlefs,  by  any  further  argument,  to  rip  it  up  and 
lay  them  forth  to  common  view  and  notice.  ) 

Befides ,  the  Opinion  greatly  tends  to  lefien  and  degrade  the  Ma~ 
jelly  of  Heaven  in  our  thoughts,  while  it  prefers  any  fuch  weak  and 
pitifull  occafions  to  the  repute  of  Gods  trumpets  to  give  notice  that 
he  is  now  going  forth  to  fome  great  aCl  of  juftice  upon  the  world  : 
it  aims  alfo  direCtly  to  a  leftening  of  our  faith  of  the  Divine  Goodnefs 
and  KindnefSi  while  it  teachethusto  imagine  we  difeoyer  a  Bury  in 
every  llrange  iffue  of  Providence  •  and  to  conclude  it  is  mercy  ra~ 
ther  which  is  Gods  ftrange  work  ( the  black  enfigns  ofwrath  and 
vengeance  being  continually  hung  out  in  one  unufual  accident  or 
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other )  It  tends  alfo  to  leaven  the  minds  of  men  with  fowre  thoughts 
of  Providence,  as  if  defigned to  bereave  men,  not  onely  of  happi- 
nefs  but  the  hopes  and  fhadows  thereof,  and  (  as  Benjamin  did  his 
mother,)  firit  to  pain  and  torture  them  by  mighty  fears ,  and  then  to 
kill  them  by  fome  great  evil; 

Sic  caeca  futari 

Mens  hominum  fatii  liceat  fperare  timenti. 

Finally*  the  Opinion  doth  make  even  good  men  too  much  to  concern 
themfelves  in  the  affairs,  and  iffues  of  things  in  thisworthlefs  and 
giddy  world;  to  fire  tch  themfelves  into  Gods  line,  by  inquiries  after 
things  wrapt  up  in  futurity ;  and  fills  them  too  full  of  vain  hopes  or 
fears,  to  take  up  with  compofed  and  thankfull  minds  in  that  pre~ 
fent  portion  which  the  hand  of  Providence  deals  out  to  them 

2.  The  obfervation  of  any  fuch  obje&s  of  common  wonder ,  as 
prefages,  is  alfo  a  groundlefs3  beadle fs  vanity.  The  perfon  that  enter¬ 
tains  his  thoughts  and  ftudies  much  with  them,  gives  (like  thofein 
that  famine.  2  Kings  6-)  a  great  price  for  an  ajfeshead.  The  Opinion 
(  like  the  image  of  Nebuchadnezzar  )  while  it  pretends  to  a  bead 
of  gold ,  to  promife  Oracles  and  the  knowledge  of  futurities,  it 
llands  for  ought  I  can  difcover ;  but  upontheie  two  weak  feet  of 
clay,  ' 

1 .  Narrow  and  f canty  obfervation ;  Men  ( it  may  be  )  have  here¬ 
tofore  obferved  fome  few  evils  to  tread  clofe  upon  the  heels  of  thefe 
or  the  like  Prodigies ,  and  therefore  are  eafily  perfwaded  that  they 
wereufhered  by  them;  and  they  can  never  after  fhew  themfelves, 
but  it  is  prefumed  they  come  forth  to  deliver  fome  fad  and  ungrate- 
full  mefiage.  It  is  this  alfo  hath  given  credit  to  the  obfervation  of 
fome,  as  aufpicious ,  others  as  inaufpicious  days in  the  life  of  fome  great 
Perfons,  efpecially,  viz.  the  obfervation  of  fome  happy  or  unhappy 
Events  which  the  womb  of  fuch  a  morning  hath  perhaps  twice  or 
thrice  brought  forth  unto  men.  As  there  are  lujus  Naturae ,  of  which 
before;  fo  (  be  it  fpoken  with  reverence  )  there  are  lufvA  Providen- 
tix;  God  is  p  leafed  to  difplay  his  multifarious  Wifdom  in  the  many 
pretty  varieties  in  Nature ;  and  feerns  delighted  with  fome  pleafant 
conilancies  and  uniformities  in  the  works  of  Providence;  whereof 
the  fending  of  many  great  bleflings  or  atfU&ions  upon  a  perfon ,  juli 
on  fuch  a  day  of  the  week,  or  returning  year,  is  an  efpecialinllance; 
and  this  perhaps  to  try  whether  we  be  fuch  men  in  under ft  and  ing-  as 
nottofuifer  any  diltruft  of  his  providence  to  break  in  upon  us  upon 
fuch  a  day*  or  after  fuch  accidents,  becaufe  of  fome  little  difalters 
formerly  befalling  us  then,  more  then  at  another  time. 

2.  Weahv  and  childijh  dijli^e  of  things-,  Obje&s  and  Perfons  We 
conceive  a  kinde  and  courteous  Opinion  of.  We  can  eafily  perfwade 
.our  fe  Ives  come  forth  with  good  tidings;  We  can  readily  look  for 
an  emblem  of  peace  from  the  lovely  dove.  But  v/here  mattersun- 
gratefull  fall  before  us,  weufually  ferve  our  little  hatreds,  by  deri¬ 
ving  upon  them  the  Opinion  of  being  ill  abodements,  and  we 
quickly  conceit,  that  they  come  about  us  (like the  hated  birds  of 
night )  againft  a  time  of  mourning.  Fqf  we  may  obferve  that  the 

I  2  occur- 
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occurrencesto  which  imagination  hath  affixed  the  Opinion  of  their 
being-  ill  Omens  are  generally  fuch  as  we  ihnnkrrom  ,  and  follow 
with  diflike ,  **  the  firing  of  houfes  by  lightning ,  monftrous  and  deformed 
births,  dreadfuUeclipfes,  apparitions  in  the  air , fir  ange  voicesheard  inthe 
night ,  earthquakes ,  bloudy  waters,  &c.  We  hate  thefe  things,  and 
therefore  avenge  our  felves  of  them,  aswecan,  by  a  vain  conceit, 
that  they  prophcfie  onely  evil  things  concerning  us.  This  Opinion  then 
having  no  better  fupport  to  trull  unto ,  it  were  to  over-value  it,  to 
put  forth  any  great  itrength  of  reafon,  to  throw  it  down 

Onely  perhaps  fome  contemplative  Perfons  may  perfwade  them- 
felves ,  that  the  foundation  of  this  Opinion  is  not  laid  fo  much  upon 
the  furface  ,  as  I  would  make  my  Reader  to  believe  *,  for  as  there 
was  a  pretty  conceit  among  fome  of  the  Ancient  and  more  my- 
ftical  fort  of  Philofophers,  that  all  things  in  the  upper  and  meUr- 
gible  world  were  limned  forth  in  fome  parallel  (inilances  Si¬ 
milar  figure’s  here  below ,  and  that  ri  vow,  matters  intelligible 
were  rd  cufrvffi  ,  but  the  true  fillings  up  of  things 

fenfible,  which  carry  but  fome  general  and  rude ;  lines  and  images ofc 
themtthus  fome  perfons  feem  ftrongly perfwaded>that  allthe  greater 
works  of  God  are  pourtrayed  ,  and  ihadoWed  out  firfl  in  fome  litt  e 
pi&ures  and  images  ofthem,and  that  therefore  many  ih ange  acci- 
dents  are  but  metal  and  to  be  received  as  a  kind e  oijba- 

dows  of  things  to  come ,  &  as  a  fort  of  vst vT  esypuflaty  drmv  ^.exemplars 
and  types  of  fome  great  and  unufual  work  to  follow  after.  Thus  the 
finking  of  the  Lambeth  Ferry-boat  with  the  Arch-Bijbops  coach-horfes, 
jtuthour  of  and  coach-men,  to  the  bottom  of  the  Thames,  Sept. 19. 1633.  the  yciy 
the  Breviat  of  firil  day  he  removed  from  Fulham  to  Lambeth -ms  ( faith  one)  no  doubt 
■  “  a  prefage  of  his  own  and  the  Arch-BiJbopnc\s  fining  through  has  pride  and 

violence :  (with  as  good  reafon  may  I  add,  that  their  fwimnung  again, 
atlaft  wasafigne  that  the  funaion  ihould  at  laft  appear  above  wa¬ 
ter  )  But  I  believe  it  will  appear  to  the  mofl  altogether  unneceflary 
to  bellow  much  breath  to  break  this  pretty  bubble  ,  which  hath  no¬ 
thing  but  wind  therein,  and  will  break  and  refute  it  felf,  by  its  own 
aiery  unllableand  tranfparent  principles:  though  perhaps  with  fome 
( that  know  not  to  diflinguifh  between  an  argument  and  a  limilitude  } 

the  conceit  may  appear  of  more  value  and  moment.  ^ 

Apparitions  whether  (  in  the  air  )  of  Armies  of  cities,  or  by  any 
particular  application  of  Angels  good  or  bad  in  a  way  of  counfel 
and  conference  (reckoned  among  Prodigies  Preternatural no  power 
tranfcendent  to  created  being  exerted  in  them)  may  perhaps  appear 
in  this  place,  argument  big  enough  to  deferve  a  more  ferious  and 
particular  examination.  In  which  undertaking,  I  may  hope  for  par¬ 
don,  if  (  Handing  in  no  better  light)  I  hit  the  butt  though  not  the 
white,  and  deliver  what  may  feem  moil  confillent  withfobnety 
and  approach  neireft  to  the  truth.  r  , 

All  that  I  think  fit  to  offer  in  this  Argument,  {hall  be  difpoled  un¬ 
der  thefe  five  Propofitions^  _  .  .  T 

Firil  There  have  been  fome  fuch  apparitions  as  thefe  mentioned.  1  rea¬ 
dily  grant  that  this  Argument  (like  an  enchanted  houfe)  is  full 
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©fPhantafms,  and  delufive  images;  and  that  many  ftories  of  this 
Nature  there  are  which  like  Spe&res  are  filled  out  in  {hew  with  body 
and  fubilance,  which  when  we  come  to  handle  and  examine  by 
making  fearch  into  their  grounds  and  evidence,  we  {hall  find  them 
vaniftiing  into  the  ayr  of  common  report,  or  the  fingle  tefiimony  of 
fome  fuperfiitious  or  melanchply  imaginant-  And  therefore  tl 
know)  many  men  are  not  at  all  impreflive  to  any  fuch  relations,  but 
look  upon  them  all  but  as  ('apparitions  indeed)  things  which  never 
advanc’d  nearer  to  realities,  then  the  images  o{  a  dream. 

Look  as  in  Religion,  fome  men  (to  prefent  God  but  with  a  flat¬ 
tering  faith )  take  great  pleafure  to  invent  new  myfteries  therein,  to 
fancy  a  fomewhat  inexplicable  in  every  article  thereof,  till 

they  have  made  it  a  contradiction  to  the  moft  natural  maximesand 
eafy  fenfeofour  minds,  and  a  fcandal  to  men  that  can  difcourfe  5 
fo  others  are  very  bufy  in  filling  up  every  depth,  and  removing 
every  real  myllery  therein,  till  they  have  left  no  image  or  footftep 
of  its  unfearchable  Authour,  thereupon  thus  it  comes  to  pafs  in  the 
matters  of  providence,  fome  men  are  hugely  taken  with  mytf  erics 
therein,  delighted  to  hear  and  relate  77  xc/j/on^yv  fomewhat  new  and 
ftrange>  their  pia  Mater  is  alway  big  with  fome  religious  Legend,  or 
prophecy  j  to  obtrude  upon  the  eafy  world  as  a  divine  difcovery. 
Others  again  would  remove  all  prodigies,apparitions>and  what  ever 
goes  off  from  the  figures  and  meafures  of  common  and  ordinary,  and 
know  not  to  admit  a  perfwafion  of  anything,  ofwhofe  caufes,  ends 
or  examples,  they  are  not  aware- 

Lucian  commends  this  temper  in  Epicurus ,  Democritus ,  Metrodorus ^ 
that  if  any  thing  rare  and  wonderfull,  fell  before  their  confidera- 
tion,  they  had  put  on  dJttfaa.\i]ivvv  yva/wv,  a  refolution  as  inflexible 
as  adamant  to  endeavour  a  folution  thereof,  and  its  reduction  to  the 
proper  ends  and  caufes  :  which  if  they  were  able  to  doe,  Welland 
good  1  but  if  not,  to  arreft  all  further  fearch  and  wonder  with  this 
fentence,  •d.tCJfc  ^  dk>vAmvy  it  is  a  lie,  and  impoflibleto 

be  at  all  (An  eafy  art  to  maintain  the  repute  of  underlining 
men/)  And  we  {hall  not  feldom  find  men  (efpecially  fuch  as  are 
arrived  at  no  great  experience  of  themfelves  or  thingsj  advancing 
the  length  of  their  own  undemanding  and  experience  (like  as  our 
Einglifh  King  did  his  arme)  the  common  fiandard  and  meafureof 
the  truth  or  fallhood  of  things;  aninltanceof  which  temper  appears 
in  their  flow  and  heavy  motion  to  a  faith  of  fuch  things  (appari¬ 
tions  among  the  refl)  whofe  natures,  caufes,  ends  or  patterns  fall 
not  within  their  compafs.  But  certainly  as  to  be  of  a  waxen  faith, 
jmpreffive  to  any  narrations  of  this  nature,  is  an  inftance  of  ioftnefs 
and  fuperftition,  foanobftinate  and  pertinacious  incredulity,  re¬ 
tains  a  little  to  Atheifm,  becaufe  removing  one  of  the  grea tell  and 
moll  pregnant  arguments  of  a  Deity,  and  gives  caufe  of  fufpicion 
that  the  Perfon  hath  ingcnium  difliculter  fanabile  in  Religion,  which 
(as  we  may  obferve )  is  fo  managed,  as  to  fuppofe  men  candid  and 
ingenuous,  fuch  as  will  fit  down  with  high  probabilities,  where  the 
condition  of  the  things  to  be  believed,  admits  not  evidence  and  de- 
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monftration.  The  ftories  of  all  times  are  full  of  relations  of  fuch 
things  as  thefe,  and  therefore  unbelief  in  this  particular,  is  guilty 
of  the  rudenefs  of  giving  the  lie  to  the  world.  They  which  have 
itching  ears  for  fuch  liories  may  have  them  fufficiently  fcratcht  by 
Cardanus ,  Grofius,  and  other  Writers  in  this  curious  argument. 

*  Secondly,  It  feems  probable  that  forae  Apparitions  in  the  ajr  have 
been  intended  the  Monitors  of  fome  judgement  approaching,  I  fhallinftance 
but  in  two  examples;  One  mentioned  byffofepkus,  who  tells  us  that 
a  little  before  the  deftruftion  of  Hierufalem  by  the  Romanearmy 
[d,?jU£i]z  jy  <p'lhct-)y*c  ivoTrKoi  liar  km  01  n<pd>v  ]  there  appeared  a- 
mongft  other  prodigies  chariots  and  armed  companies  of  horfmen 
iftiiing  out  of  the  clouds^  and  intercepting  the  heavens  with  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  their  troops,  which  was  received  by  him  and  others  (not 
fo  drunk  with  pride  and  opinion  as  the  reft)  a  reprefentation  (d>c  $v 
totto))  of  the  marching  forth  of  the  grea tLord  ofhofts  with  all  warlike 
appoyntments  to  take  vengeance  of  that  rebellious  city  and  nation. 

Our  other  example  iliall  be  taken  from  an  Authour  credited  by 
Apoftolical  citation,  the  writer  of  the  bool \  of  Maccabees ,  who  fpeak- 
ing  of  Hierufalem,  thus  delivers  himfelf. 

It  happened  that  through  all  the  city j  for  thefpaceof  almoft  40.  day? 
there  mere  feen  horfmen  running  in  the  ayr}  in  cloth  of  gold ,  and  armed  with 
lances  libve  a  band  of  Soldiers-^ 

And  troops  of -horfmen  in  array,  encountring  one  againft  another ,  with 
Jhah^eing  ofjbields,  and  multitude  afpil^es  and  drawing  of  fwords,  and  caft- 
ing  oj  darts ,  and  glittering  of  golden  ornaments ,  andharnefs  of  all  forts. 
After  the  mention  of  which  apparition,  we  may  read  there  what  a 
fcene  ofwoes  and  tragedies  the  City  was  made  by  the  Armies  of 
Antioclm.  • 

Now  I  think  we  may  difcover  fome  probable  and  darker  cha¬ 
racters  ofdivineftgns  upon  thefe  examples,,  but  efpecially  the  fir  ft  j 
And  that, 

1.  Becaufe  our  Saviour  prophcfied  that  the  defolation  of  that  people , Jbouli 
be  pre fat’ d  by  fear full  fights,  and  great  figns  from  heaven ,  Luk.  21.  11-.  a 
place  which  our  expofitours  generally  conceive  fulfilled  in  that  and 
other  prodigious  accidents  related  by  tfoftphm,  ( and  fubfcrib’d  unto 
by  Eufebius)  as  the  atrati  &  deformes  nuncii  offo  fearfull  a  deftru- 
ftruCtion  asenfued. 

2.  Becaufe  the  deft  r  till  ion  of  Hierufalem  was  a  ^inde  of  vifikle  propheey 9 

and  type  of  the  final  deftruftion  of  the  world :  now  that  the  fign  and  thing 
fignified  might  the  more  exactly  touch ;  as  at  the  lalt  day , the  heavens 
Jballbeonfire^and  the  earth  with  all  its  works  be  burnt  up,  and  the 
wholeCreation feel  its  final  and  moft  dreadfull  pangs  and  throws; 
fothe  deftruCtion  of  Hierufalem  was  ufherM  by  its  fearfull 

fights ,  mighty  Earthquakes,  a  fiery  fword,  a  name  in  the  Tempi#: 
And  as  at  the  laft  day,  the  Angels  fhall  betheMiniftersofhis  juftice 
andincreafe  theterrours  of  his  coming,  by  attending  the  Judge  of 
quick  and  dead,  (Mat-  25.  51  •)  fo  this  judgement  upon  Hierufalem 
came  with  obfervation,  and  the  folemnity  of  Angelical  apparitions 
(reprefented  by  chariots,  and  armed  companies,  fuitably  to  the 
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words  of  the  Pfalmift  concerning  them.  Tke  Chariots  of  God  are  pf.  68. 17. 
twenty  thoufand,  eventhoufands  of  Angels)  Infliort,  fome  of  the  Prodi-  zK,  6>  i? •  . 
gies  preceding  the  fates  of  Hierufalem3  feem  fuch  equal  and  propor¬ 
tion’d  reprefentatives,  of  thofe  more  terrible  difguizes  which  the 
face  of  nature  mull  put  on,  at  that  la  ft  and  great  Day,  that  thefo 
call’d  S  ibylline  Oracles^  make  choice  of  many  of  them  to  defcribe  the 
horrours  of  it  by. 

Cum  vifi  fuerint  ceeli  Jlellantis  in  Or  is 
NeHurnigladiiJcafm  ad  foils  &  ortm3 
Pulvis  CT  e  ccelo  terram  defeendet  in  omnems 
Protinus($J  medio  curfu»  lax  aurea  folem 
Vcfcrct ,  &  terram  fulgent i  limine  Luna 
S  anguine  is  gutt  is  fteUantibus  irradiabit3 
Signaquefaxa  dabunt3  &  in  aitapralia  nube 
Cernetis peditumque  equitumque  fonantibw  aurk.  - 
And  lib.  4. 

Enfes  atquetuba  ftmuf  &  foie  Exoriente 
Terribilem  fonitum,  mugitumque  audiet  omnis 
Mundus — - - 

Of  which  and  the  like  paflages  therein  occurring,  feme  ( prefuming 

upon  the  pretended  antiquity  of  thofe  Oracles)  conceive  the  ftrange  Beginning 

Prodigies  related  by  Ovid  (not  as  an  Hiftorian  but  a  Poet)  lib.  15. 

Mctamor ,  to  be  but  an  imitation  j  fo  great  the  agreement  between  perun\  jmer 

them  both  in  words  and  matter.  nwas  crept. 

Thirdly*  fVefltall obferve that  Gods  wor^s  of  a  more  catholic\concern3  nulef 

have  been  ufbered  with  fome  lighter  efj 'ays  to  3andreprefentations  of  them:  Terribilefqus 

thus  the  feveral  appearances  of  God  in  the  fhape  and  figures  ofa  e 

Man,are  commonly  receiv’d  as  th epraludiaJ  (a  Kind  of  fux§au  Tthflcrj)  "  J 

to  that  great  miftery  of  the  incarnation.  The  general  converfion  of 

the  Gentiles  was  as  it  were  eflay’d  in  the  particular  converftons  now* 

of  a  perfon,and  then  of  a  family  to  the  Jewifti  Church.  The  univer- 

fal  conflagration  of  the  world  feemslimn’d  forth  in  the  fiery  deftru- 

dtion  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  ;  That  mighty  ftorm  of  vengeance 

which  fell  upon  Hierufalem  and  the  Jewifti  Politie,  was  prefac’d 

(by  fome  lefler  drops)  the  many  miferies;  which  our  Saviour  ftiles 

dpyj  coS'imv,  the  beginning  of  for  rows  :  and  thofe  judgements  of  an  ZJ,t  g 

unufual  mal^e  and  chara&er,  which  fometimes  overtake  more 

publick  and.  notorious  criminals,  feem  a  kinde  of  prajudiciajudicii , 

and  aflurances  that  God  hath  appointed  one  great  Pay  wherein  he  will  « 

judge  the  world  in  right eoufnefs.  Thus  the  relation  of  his  going  forth  • 

to  his  ftrange  wor\  indeed,  upon  Hierufalem 3  attended  with  the  vifible 

apparitions  of  Angels  in  armed  troops  in  the  ayr  may  be  concluded 

probable;  that  fo  there may  he  fome  flender  draught  of  the  folem- 

nity  of  that  day,  when  the  thrones  of  judgement  [ball  be  fet3  and  the 

tfudge  ( attended  with  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  minijtnng  unto  him)  ’  7 ° i0’ 

proceed  to  his  laft  Aft  of  juftice  upon  the  unrighteous  world. 

Thefe  confiderations  incline  me  to  receive  this  narration  and 
the  fignificancy  thereof  (efpecially  becaufe  not  knowing  whereto 
fixtheaccompliihraent  of  our  Saviours  prediction;  Luk,  n.  but 
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in  this  and  Tome  other  prodigies  related  by  Jofephus)  with  the  favour 
of  a  great  probability,  but  not  as  an  undoubted  truth. 

1.  Becaufe  the  jingle  credit  of  Jofephus  ( Eufebius  but  relating  the 
fame  things  in  his  wordsj  feems  [cane  fufficient  to  venture  the  faith  of 
fucha/tory  upon i  both  becaufe  having  muchconvcrft  among  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  he  feems  to  fmell  a  little  of  the  Gentile  fuperihtion,  when  he 
adds  immediately  after  this  relation,  dt  would  feem  a  matter  fcarce 
credible ,  but  that  there  follow'd  evils  great  enough  for  the  folemnity  of  pre¬ 
faces  •  as  alfo  becaufe  it  will  appear  upon  a  compare  of  the  fame 
Stories  related  in  Scripture  and  jojephus,  that  he  uiually  tunes  his  re¬ 
lations  to  the  common  humour  both  of  Greek  and  Latine  Hiftorians, 
making  them  to  found  as  much  as  much  as  might  be  to  the  glory  and 

honour  of  his  own  Nation.  _  „  ... 

a  Becaufe  he  hath  put  in  one  fly  (theltory  of  a  Heifer,  which  come- 
ing  to  the  Altar  brought  forth  a  Lamb )  which  mah^es  the  whole  relation 
of  his  other  prodigies y  fmell  jlrongly  of  an  impojlure .  Tis  fufficiently 
known  how  much  this  refembles  many  other  legends  related  in  the 
Romane  ftories  where  the  mention  of  prodigies  occurrs.  Can  any 
man  think  God  would  ever  work  fo  ludicrous,  fo  cheap,  fo  in  figmfi- 
cant  a  miracle? 

3 .  Becaufe ,  whereas  he  there  alfo  relates  the  flory  of  the  Priefts  their 
going  into  the  Temple  about  Pentecoji  to  attend  the  Sacra  V efpertinas  and 
hearing  that  voyce  therein  uA]ct^>cuvcopu-v  cvjivfttv,  let  us  goe  hence,  (t- 
conded  with  the  rufhing  as  of  perfons  going  out,  the  whole  matter 
feems  but  a  fable  originally  invented  by  fome  fuperftitious  heathen 
(and  a  little  difguis’d)  whofe  ufual  doftrine  was  that  the  Gods  when 
their  Temples  and  Altars  were  defil’d,  or  taken,  us’d  to  take  pett,  and 
(adytis  arijque  relittis)  to  betake  themfelves  to  fome  more  hallow  d 
and  magnificent  flirines.  Sure  I  am,  Tacitus  appears  to  underhand 
this  relation  to  fome  fuch  fenfe  as  this.  But  I  think  I  need  not  much 
concern  my  felf  to  throw  out  a  relation,  which  hath  had  peaceable 
pofifelTion  of  the  common  faith  for  fo  many  ages;  for  ( to  fay  no  more) 
?tis  in  many  regards,  an  example  extraordinary  ,  and  tis  a  good 
maxim z  examples  extraordinary  neither  brealiarule^or  mal^e  one. 

Upon  which  account  alone,  I  have  no  great  fear  that  the  other  in- 
Ranee  wil  much  prejudice  our  caule  though  !  allow  both  a  truth  and 
a  fignificancy  to  that  apparition  :  though  perhaps  I  fliould  not  have 
judg'd  fo  much  in  favour  thereof  had  I  not  been  brib  d  by  the  au¬ 
thority  which  the  fuffrages  of  fo  many  wife  men,  and  the  antiquity 
of  the  Authourfeem  to  drive  upon  that  Apocryphal  writing  wherein 

it  is  found.  ,  '  . 

pronnf  Thirdly,  There  appears  not  now  any  ground  at  all  to  receive  any  juch  ap- 

paritions  in  the  ayr  a$  the  certain  Jigns  and  monitours  of  any  calamities  to 
enfue  upon  a  Nation ,  and  that, 

Firft,  Becaufe  we  have  no  warrant  from  theBooli  of  God,  fo  to  regard 
them ,  having  no  precept  at  all  to  oblige  us,  nor  yet  any  example  therein  to 
encourage  us.  The  figns  of  future  events  which  we  fonaetimes  find  God 
making  ufe  of,  were  fuch  as  fout  of  their  inftitutionj  were  noway 
apt  to  foreftiew  any  any  fuch  event  5  they  were  moft  commonly 
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adplacitum,  fuch  as  carried  no  fimilittides  of-  the  things  whereof  they 
were  figns  (as  the  apparitions  ol  armies  in  the  air  feem  to  do  of  fome 
fucceeaing  battel )  that  fo  none  might  be  encouraged  afterward  to 
regard  them  as  Omens  l  when  again  occurring  •,  and  fancy  that  they 
miniftred  at  all  to  the  vanity  of  any  fuch  obfervations.  Now  a  ne¬ 
gative  argument  from  Scripture,  feems  conclufive  enough,  in  a  mat¬ 
ter  wherein  the  faith  of  a  Divine  prefcience  and  providence,  and 
mans  dutifull  obfervance  of  God  in  the  way  of  his  judgements ,  ap¬ 
pear  fo  much  concerned  and  affifted,  as  we  are  told  they  are  in  the 
religious  obfervation  of  fuch  things  as  thefe. 

Secondly,  Such  l^inde  of  figns  would  lay  men  nabbed  and  expofed  to  per¬ 
petual  delufions  and  impoflures :  for  how  often  do  the  antickfhapesof 
the  clouds,  ferve  the  imaginations  of  dragons,  and  armies  in  the 
air?  That  word  Q,?,?n  Zech.  io.i.  which  we  render  clouds,  the 
L  XX  (  by  a  verbal  miftake  of  the  radix  )  tranftate  ycun vcncy ,  appa¬ 
ritions :  and  a  melancholy  fancy  is  as  fubjeft  ( to  this  real  miftake) 
thetranflatingof  clouds  into  apparitions  of  Churches  or  cattles,  or 
armies.  Can  any  ferious  Perfon  then  believe  that  God  would  have 
us  apply  our  felves  to  fuch  a  Proteus  as  a  cloud  is,  for  a  folution  of  any 
doubt  de  future  s  which  can  fliift  into  any  (napes  and  forms  of 
things  ?  Hath  he  not  all  along  appear’d  to  value  our  underttandings 
at  a  higher  rate,  then  to  require  them  to  a  regard  of  things  fo  expo- 
fed  to  lulpicion  and  the  conceit  of  fome  impotture  ? 

Thirdly,  Such  b^inde  of  apparitions  in  the  air,  have  been  f^nown  not  fuc- 
ceeded  by  any  blacli  and  tragical  Event.  The  truth  is ,  Wifdom  (  which 
ufeth  to  draw  her  lines  by  the  tteady  and  even  rule  of  fome  well  af- 
fumed  principles)  hath  not  appear’d  fo  critical  an  obferver  of  fuch 
accidents  and  their  Events ,  as  folly  hath  been  3  and  therefore  We 
are  not  fowell  provided  of  examples  to  reprehend  this  vanity,  as  Sandys  his 
otherwife  we  might;  be.  I  muft  therefore  fatisfie  my  felf  with  a  Tranfi. Ovid. 
Engle  inftance  which  occurrs  in  a  learned  and  fober  Writer,  who  Afe*.  p.291, 
delivers  it  as  a  matter  reported  to  him  by  Perfons  of  good  credit, 
how  that  in  the  year  before  he  recorded  that  relation  there  were  Anno 
feen  two  oppofite  Battalions  in  the  air ,  lancing  out  their  fpears  r  and  difi- 
charging  (  as  it  were  )  their  mttsliets,  victory  now  reeling t  and  in  the  end 
one  fide  giving  chafe  to  the  other.  Whereas  all  thefe  things  proved  but 
d  vitro  fulgura3  being  followed  onely  with  jubilees  and  the  voice  of  joy 
and  peace  in  our  dwellings  for  many  years.  Nor  can  they  be  C  with 
any  colour  of  reafon  )  prefumed  to  forefheW  our  fucceeding  civil 
wars,  being  removed  by  the  diftance  of  fo  many  years.  Now,  one 
negative  inftance  in  fuch  cafes,  is  of  more  force  to  unfix  and  diicre- 
dit  a  pretending  rule,  then  two  affirmatives  to  eftablifh  it;  becaule 
the  latter  ( the  world  being  fo  full  of  evils )  may  fall  out  by  a  kinde 
of  chance,  or  the  agency  of  feducing  Spirits,  whereas  the  former 
feem  to  proclaim  fome  neceffity  of  the  Event  in  nature,  and  the  no 
purpofe  at  all  of  God  to  give  notice  of  any  of  Ms  counfdsby  any 
fuch  emergencies  as  thefe. 

Fourthly,  I  doubt  not  but  many  of  thefe  aery  apparitionsjnight  be  folved 
by  a  natural  saufe.  To  let  pafs  the  conceit  of  real  armies  fomewhere 

K  •  fight- 
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fighting  on  earth  ,  reflected  in  the  clouds  as  in  a  ghfs ,  (  as  at  beft- 
but  an  ingenuous  vanity  )  the  fuppofed  firing  of  Ordinance  and 
muskets,  is  1  believe  generally  nothing  but  the  corufcation  of  fome 
incenfed  exhalations  breaking  forth  by  paules  and  intervals  from 
the  clouds,  and  (  as  thunder  doth  )  with  the  noifes  and  terroursof 
thofe  military  engines :  The  running  to  and  fro  of  horf-men  and 
companies  may  bereprefented  to  an  active  fancy,  by  the  clouds  car¬ 
ried  by  the  unconftant  force  of  the  winds  to  very  giddy  and  unequal 
figures  and  motions.  The  Hands  of  pikes  and  fpears  may  be  but  the 
ragged  and  deformed  protuberances  of  the  difturbed  clouds.  Onely 
I  am  apt  to  believe  that  Nature  draws  the  images  of  thefe  things  in 
fuch  rude  and  imperfedt  figures,  that  men  are  forced  much  to  a  flirt 
and  quicken  the  dulnefs  and  defettivenefs  of  the  type  by  thefitti- 
ons  of  imagination. 

"Fifthly ,  Some  of  thefe  aery  apparitions  and  noifes  are  managed  with 
that  method  and  artifice,  come  forth  in  fuch  chofcn  feafons  (if  we  credit 
relations  )  that  I  doubt  not  to  intitle  them  to  the  power  and  operation  of 
the  Aery  Principality.  Impure  Spirits  (like  juglers)  may  oft  do  ftrange 
tricks,  to  call  upon  themfelves  the  regards  of  the  world,  and  when 
they  feecaufes  big  with  their  effects ,  may  by  fuchfigns  forefhew 
them,  to  derive  upon  themfelves,  either  the  Opinion  of  prefci- 
ence,  or  of  fome  great  affe&ion  to  men,  whom  they  awaken,  though 
indeed  it  be,  but  as  Delilah  did  Samfon}  when  (  the  Philiftinesj)  fome 
great  evils  are  juft  upon  them  i  orelfe(as  S.  Auftin  fyezks  )  noxia 
curiofitatU  retibm  implicare ,  to  fly-blow  the  minds  of  men  with  curi¬ 
ous  and  impertinent  enquiries  into  times  to  come. 

Sure  lam.  We  finde  the  Appearances  of  armies  and  the  noife  of 
arms  and  trumpets  in  the  air  ,  found  among  fuch  bad  company  (  fo 
many  hatefull  Omens  and  Prodigies  obfervedby  the  Heathen,)  as  is 
fufficient  to  blemifhthem,  and  to  give  fufpicion  that  the  obferva- 
tion  and  production  of  both,  was  owing  to  the  fame  Father  of  lies. 
Ovid  having  mentioned  the  noife  of  armies  and  trumpets  heard  in 
the  clouds,  relates  ( as  prefages  of  equal  place  and  repute)  the  weep¬ 
ing  of  Statues^  the  wandring  of  Ghofts,  the  odd  figures  and  co¬ 
lour  of  the  Sacrifice ,  and  the  like  doth  Virgil  in  that  place  lo  of¬ 
ten  cited. 

The  Devil  well  knew  that  without  the  maintaining  of  fome  O- 
pinion  of  his  forefight  in  the  minds  of  men,  the  fires  on  his  altars 
would  quickly  go  out,  and  therefore  he  appointed  all  the  changes 
in  the  Extay  in  the  face  of  heaven,  in  the  births  of  creatures,  in  the 
flying  of  birds,  &c.  as  a  kinde  of  figns  from  the  Gods  of  fome  great 
and  ftrange  effe&sj  which  when  he  faw  their  caufes  to  fwell  out 
withall,  and  juft  ready  to  be  delivered  of  them;  he  could  eafily  bring 
about ,  (  all  thefe  little  changes ,  falling  within  the  compais  of  his 
power  )  that  on  which  fide  foeverthe  die  of  affairs  fell,  were  the 
jfuccefs  of  an  undertaking  on  this  fide  or  that,  he  might  ftillfecure 
the  repute  of  his  prefcience,  by  holding  his  eafie  Votaries  in  hand, 
that  tne  preceding  Prodigies  were  a  warning  of  the  things  which 
fell  out:  and  therefore  he  ferved  the  ends  of  impofture  much  bet- 
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ter  upon  thefe  dumb  and  doubtfully  then  his  fpeaking  Oracles 5 
wherein  he  hazarded  his  credit  greatly  by  returning  doubtfullor  • 
falfe  folutions  to  the  queftions  propoled  to  him  defuturo :  well  there¬ 
fore  may  the  Devil  be  prefumed  (  upon  an  eafie  forefight  of  fome 
great  difafterj  to  caufe  the  entrails  of  the  Sacrifice  to  put  on  a  lad 
and  unufualface  :  (  and  therefore  the  Poet  upon  fuch  an  accident* 
fpake  more  truth  then  he  was  aware, 

- casiquc  in  vifcera  Tauri 

Inferni  ven&e  Dei,  —  )  So  alfo  upon  his  fight  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  battel ,  he  may  eafily  give  forth  a  prophetick  emblem 
thereof,  in  fome  fuch  martial  images  and  impreflions  upon  the  aery 
Region*  his  proper  province. 

If  all  this  fatisfie  not  ,  I  fhall  readily  deliver  the  Reader  to  the 
freedom  of  his  own  judgement  in  reference  to  fuch  things.  For  my 
felf,  when  I  finde  in  the  Book  of  God,  that  holy  and  heavenly  HoJt» 
not  called  forth  but  to  wait  upon  fome  great  and  important  Services 
( the  protettion  of  a  Patriarch,  or  a  great  Prophet,  the  declaration 
of  the  Birth  of  the  Son  of  God,  or  perhaps  to  attend  Gods  great  adt 
of  juftice  upon  Jerufalem  )  I  know  not  to  entertain  any  fuch  cheap 
and  little  thoughts  of  them  as  once  to  imagine  that  the  Angels  are 
everfent  forth  to. run  a  tilt  in  the  air  to  finde  the  vain  world  talk,  and 
to  tell  it  news,  or  that  God  would  ever  confer  the  honour  of  fofo- 
lemn  and  great  a  prefage  upon  a  paultrey  battel  at  fea  or  land,  which 
is  generally  intended  but  to  ferve  the  lulls  and  paflions  of  men 
which  have  broken  all  thofe  cords  of  love  ,  precepts  of  charity, 
whereby  they  were  bound  one  unto  another. 

Fourthly,  The  Apparitions  of  evil  Angels,  in  what  places ,  forms 3  com-  propof.4* 
parties,  and  their  premonitions  by  what  voices a  and  Jigns  foever  t  ought  not 
to  be  attended  unto  to  the  prognofliclis  of  any  Events  what  foever.  Many 
relations  there  are  current  in  writers  and  common  converfe  of  fuch 
apparitions  in  very  terrible  forms,  and  that  before  lome  great  plagues  V •  D*. 

'f  and  wars :  and  I  (hall  not  once  attempt  to  build  my  caufe  upon  the  fon •  Serm. 
ruines  of  the  credit  of  them  all.  (  we  finde  in  Scripture,  the  fall  of  Luk.  1 3  A. 
Saul  and  Jonathan  foretold  by  the  apparition  of  an  evil  Angel )  pag  18. 

Such  apparitions  have  happened  ( though  generally  in  times  and  Dc.  H.  More 
placesof  greateft  ignorance  and  fuperftition)  and  that  perhaps  (as  MyiiGodb 
was  laid )  that  thele  lying  Spirits  may  maintain  an  Opinion  of  their  li.  z,  c.  2. 
forefight  of  things  ( though  the  matters  fignified  by  them  be  fuch  as 
may  eafily  be  difeovered  in  their  natural  or  moral  caufes Jor  to  derive 
a  fufpicion  upon  the  ftories  of  Angelical  apparitions  in  facred  Writ, 
or  to  get  fuch  a  (lock  of  credit ,  whereby  they  may  fet  up  cheaters 
with  the  lefsfufpicion  for  the  future  :  or  perhaps  in  a  kinde  of  petty 
triumph  over  thofe  men  whofe  fins  together  with  their  temptations, 
have  betrayed  them  to  fuch  fearfull  judgements*,  or  perhaps  (  evil 
Angels  being  often  the  Executioners  of  his  judgements  )  God  will 
have  thefe  ApoUyons  feen  (as  it  werej  upon  the  ltage  before  execu-  pfal.  78.44*" 
tion,  that  men  may  know  and  confider  into  whofe  hands,  in  all  like¬ 
lihood,  their  iniquities  have  betrayed  them. 

But  admit  the  depths  of  God  or  the  Devil  in  fuch  apparitions  paft 
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our  fathoming}  fure  I  am  we  have  no  warrant  at  all  to  give  any  evil 
Spirit  the  honour  of  the  leaft  truft  and  regard  ,  by  an  onfervance  of 
any  word,  a&ion  or  figne  of  his.  God  would  difown  one  of  his  Royal 
titles,  when  once  black’d  and  profaned  by  the  Devils  ufurpation, 
Hof  2.  16,  1 7.  our  Saviour  refufed  a  juft  and  true  teftimonyto  his 
Divinity,  when  given  in  by  the  Father  of  lies,  Mark  1.24.  Gods  fer- 
vants  refufe  his  good  creatures  when  once  fet  upon  the  Devils  table,, 

1  Cor.  10.21.  We  are  allowed  no  fellow fhip  with  devils ,  by  whom 
truth  is  never  told  but  to  ferve  fome  delufion  and  impofture.  And 
therefore  though  we  read,  Pfal.  78.49.  that  God  fome  times  made 
ufe  of  evil  Angels  as  the  Executioners  of  his  judgements,  yet  ne¬ 
ver  that  he  commiftionated  any  of  them  to  be  the  Denouncers  of 
them. 

To  receive  therefore  the  apparitions,  voices,  drummings,  oran- 
tick  noifes  of  Spirits  in  any  place  whatfoever,  asprefagesof  fome 
approaching  evils  (  as  if  like  fome  ftrange  creatures  in  the  fea,  they 
ufed  to  fhew  themfelves,  and  play  in  fight  againft  a  ftorm)  is  tocon- 
fult  fihame  to  our  felves  and  our  Religion  •,  To  our  (elves  ]  becaufc 
rendring  our  felves  thereby  to  the  fulpicion  of  having  a  great  cre¬ 
dulity  and  curiofity,  (pregnant  arguments  of  a  foft,  vain,  andun- 
furnifhed  minde)  To  our  Religion  ]  deriving  upon  it  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  falftiood  in  thofe  many  afturances  it  otters  us  of  the  treache¬ 
ries  and  impoftures  of  thofe  forfaken  Spirits.  Such  apparitionsje- 
port  nothing  to  us  with  truth  and  faithfulnefs,  but  ( what  they  tempt 
men  leaft  to  believe  )  the  Being  of  a  God-,  and  fo  (as  the  Vipers 
ftefh  cures  its  own  biting  )  enable  us  to  quote  the  Devil  againft  Sa¬ 
tan  ,  and  to  caft  him  out  by  himfelf.  It  is  therefore  our  wifdom  not 
to  invite  the  Devil  fofar  to  be  our  Oracle  as  to  vouchfafe  the  leaft 
credit  or  regard  to  any  of  his  prophetick  fpeeches ,  poftures,  a&ionss  - 
but  torefolve  to  take  the  goodnefs  and  providence  of  Godasfecu- 
rity  fufficient  for  the  peace  and  compofure  of  our  minds ,  and  not  to 
put  our  felves  out  of  his  keeping  (  and  fo  make  way  for  the  accom- 
plilhment  of  any  of  them)  by  any  diftruftfull  fears,  arifingfrom 
any  figns  whatfoever  given  forth  by  fo  fworn  an  enemy  to  God, 
truth,  and  the  peace  of  man. 

Fifthly,  The  appearances  of  good  Angels  are  now  rarely  given  s  hardly 
difeovered,  never  to  be  expetted-,  I  fay  ,  Rarely  given']  I  do  not  fay, 
never  y  left!  fpeak  without  book.  To  omit  fome  very  probable  rela- 
tions'of  this  nature,  that  Apparition  is  ufually  thought  a  Herauld 
from  heaven  which  advifed  James  the  fourth  of  Scotland  (  in  whofe 
counfels  at  that  time  the  concerns  of  a  Nation  were  wrapt  up  )  to 
forbear  fome  vicious  practices,  but  efpecially  the  fighting  of  his 
intended  battel  with  the  Engliih;  in  thofe  words,  Rex ,  Egoadte 
mijfus  fum  }  ut  te  admoneam ,  nt  quo  inftituifti  progrediaris  \  quxrnadmo- 
nitionem  ft  neglexeris,  non  erite  re  tua ,  nec  eorum  qui  te  comitabuntur. 
Which  counfel  he  negle&ing,  himfelf,  moil  of  his  Nobles ,  and  ar¬ 
my  fell  in  that  fatal- battel.  Hardly  difeovered  ]  For  how  eafily  may 
the  Devil  impofe  upon  our  fimplicity  in  the  livery  of  an  Angel  of 
light  ?  Though  I  think  this  negative  figne  of  fuch  an  apparition. 

faithfBll 
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faithfull  enough,  viz.  That  thefe  Sons  of  God  never  debafe  them- 
feives  to  fuch  antick  fhapes,ludicrous  poftures  and  attions,  monftrous 
forms,  weak  rites  which  evil  Tpirits  (defigningto  get  to  themfelves 
the  homage  of  a  great  fear  from  fome  men  j  or  to  abuie  their  ima¬ 
ginations,  or  to  difhonour  the  image  and  figure  of  man  (whom  they 
fo  much  hate)  or  to  appear  rather  ridiculous  then  abominable)  ufu- 
ally  doe.  Never  to  be  expetted~\  becaufe  never  promifed  ;  befides  con- 
verfe  with  Angels  is  a  blefiing  which  our  Hate  of  infirmity  could  not 
bear,  and  our  follies  cannot  well  admit. 

And  this  I  fuppofe  may  fuffice  to  tender  concerning  thefe  fecond 
kind  of  Prodigies  fignal  •  StilM  fo  ( ]ex  communi  fide)  becaufe  vulgar 
faith  hath  p re fer’d  them  to  the  repute  of  divine  figns  and  intima¬ 
tions  j  which  I  thought  fit  again  to  intimate,  to  excufethe  indecorum 
of  my  applying  of  the  term  without  the  reafon  thereof,  fo  frequently 
unto  them. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Concerning  Prodigies  (in  appearance)  Supernatural. 

■  iW  .  '  .  ■  _  .  \ 

Some  Prodigies  inftanc' d  in, which  feem  Supernatural;  truth  in  reference 

to  them  deliver'd  in  4  Proportions.  Lying  Oracles  and  Miracles  of 
efpeciul  ufe  to  advance  the  Vevils  bftngdome.  Strange  events  not  to  be 
taply judg'd  miraculous,  and  why .  The  fir  ft  fiery  eruption  of  Vefuvius, 
probably  concluded  a  figne  of  judgement j  and  the  reafons  of  that  ajjertion . 
What  to  be  thought  of  that  fiery  [word  which  hung  over  Hierufilem.  N  0 
prodigies  (in  appearance)  Supernatural;  to  be  received  now  as  ftgns • 
v.'  and  why  ? 

THere  are  fome  events  (which  the  hiftory  of  times  prefents  us 
with)  of  fo  peculiar  and  ltrange  a  make  and  character,  that  they 
Hand  alone  in  Nature,  and  their  caufes  Hand  fo  much  in  the  dark, 
that  they  feem  to  enter  a  very  fair  and  plaufible  plea  for  the  repute 
of  a  miracle.  Such  as  are  the  turning  of  ponds  and  lakes  (in  ap¬ 
pearance)  into  blond  :  fwords  as  of  fire  feen  to  hang  over  cities  for 
feveral  days  together  ;  the  removal  of  mountains,  or  other  parts 
of  the  Earth ,  for  feveral  furlongs ,  from  their  natural  places , 
fome  ftrange  alterations  obferved  in  the  motions  and  tempers  of 
the  birds  and  beafis,  or  figures  and  colours  of  any  of  the  heavenly 
bodies.  With  thefe  I  reckon  fome  fuddain  interclions  of  the 
light  of  the  fun,  occafioned,  not  by  the  veil  of  an  eclipfe  calf  before 
it;  but  fome  unaccountable  paffion  of  the  luminous  body  it  felfi 
Such  a  deliquium  we  read  of  immediately  fubfequent  to  the  death  of 
Cxfar^  concluded  by  the  Ethnick  Poet,  a  kinde  of  prodigious  drink¬ 
ing  of  the  eye  of  heaven  from  the  view  of  fo  black  a  wickednefs  as 
the  aflaflination  of  fo  excellent  a  perfon,who  upon  occafioo  thereof, 
thus  exprefieth  himfelf; 
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lUe  etiam  extinct o  miferatus  Carfare  Romam 
Cum  caput  obfcura  nitidum  ferruginetinxit, 

Imp  id  que  <ztern  am  timuerunt  fcecula  noftem. 

.  An  example  parallel  whereunto,  is  related  by  Lavater3  whoreports 
that  in  the  year  i  y  8  5 .  Mar,  iz.fuch  a  dark  nefsfud  da  inly  cover’d  the 
earth,  that  the  "birds  went  to  rooH  at  noon,  and  the  guilty  fears  of 
men  antedated  the  day  of  judgment.  A  like  inHance  whereunto  (in 
another  kindej  is  the  fudaain  torpor  and  Handing  Hill  ofgreatcur- 
rents,  and  the  parting  of  their  waters  in  fo  wonderfull  a  manner,  that 
they  teem  to  carry  fome  figures  and  imitations  of  thofe  miraculous 
divifions  of  waters  recorded  in  facred  Writ- 
Such  was  that  (mention’d  in  our  Chronicles)  which  hapned  Anno, 
119  9  when  the  river  of  Oufe  in  Bedfordjhire3  parted  afunder  near  Ha¬ 
rold  in  that  County,  the  waters  from  the  fountain  Handing  Hill,  and 
thofe  towards  the  Sea  giving  way,fo  that  it  was  pafiable  over  on  foot 
for  1  miles  together.  To  which  I  add  that  unparllel  eruption  of 
fire  from  the  mountain  Ve[uvmj  firflhapning  in  the  fecond  year  of 
Tim  5  of  which  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  if  all  the  characters  of  hor- 
rour,  enumerated  by  HiHorians,  were  duly  weighed,  it  would  be 
hard  to  finde  its  pattern  but  in  Scripture,  where  we  read  of  a  Moun- 
•  tain  which  quaked  greatly ,  and  that  burnt  with  fire  to  the  mid  ft  of  heaven 3 
with  dartpncfs ,  clouds ,  and  thicl *  darl^nefs. 

Now,  though  I  am  far  from  giving  to  all  thefe  effeCts  the  repute  of 
a  miracle  ( as  may  appear  by  my  marfhalling  of  fome  of  them  under 
other  heads J  much  lefs  of  a  figne  ;  yet  becaufe  Nature  feems 
not  in  thefe  as  in  other  Prodigies,  to  err  by  any  known  law,  and  fome 
of  them  at  leaH,  are  fo  wonderfull,  that  (to  [peak  truth)  they  Hand 
in  confinio  miraculi,  I  thought  good  to  difcoarfe  them  apart,  and  as 
inclos’d  under  another  name  and  notion.  And  the  rather,  becaufe 
if  our  Adverfariesthould  chance  to  call  a  knub  a  horn,  to  Hile  thefe, 
for  fome  other  of  the  foremention’d  prodigies)  jfupernatural  and 
miraculous,  they  might  feem  (like  Proteus)  to  avoya  all  the  knots 
they  cannot  unloofe,  ( reafons  they  cannot  anfwer)  by  Ihifting  forms, 
and  that  event  which  they  cannot  advance  a  figne  of  the  time  fub 
nomine prodigii,  they  may  poffibly  afiay  to  doe,  fub  fpeciemiraculi. 

All  therefore  that  !  Hull  offer  concerning  Prodigies  Supernatural 
Cwhether  in  truth  or  pretence>I  fliall  not  much  enquire )  fliall  be 
coucht  in  thefe  few  enfuing  propositions ; 

Eirfi,  It  is  a  great  example  of  rajhnefs ,  eafily  to  intitle  any  ftrange  effect 
(whofe  caufe  Hands  not  in  a  good  light)  fupernatural  and  miraculous, 
and  that  upon  a  four-fold  account  *, 

j.  JVe  under ft  and  not  the  juft  extent  and  compafs  of  that  fphcat  of  acti¬ 
vity  affigned  to  bare  natural  powers s  nor  how  far  they  may  (in  fome  cir- 
cumfiances)  exceed  the  lines  of  common  and  ordinary  operation.  How 
many  works  of  Art  are  there,  fcarce  the  wonder  of  our  days,  the  per¬ 
formance  whereof,  in  the  rudenefs  of  former  times,  would  have 
prefer’d  a  man  to  the  repute  of  Simon  Magics,  the  great  power  of  God  ? 
who  would  not  ( two  or  three  hundred  years  agoe)  have  voucht  the 
breaking  down  of  mighty  walls  by  the  force  and  powers  of  a  little 

black 
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black  duft,  asgreatanimpoflibility,  as  the  Indians  did  the  commu¬ 
nicating  by  letters  at  fo  great  a  diftance  ?  we  underftand  not  fully 
how  far  our  notions  of  poftible  and  impoflible  (when  we  are  a- 
mongft  Agents  natural)  are  fixt  and  faithfull.  As  for  the  miracles 
wrought  bv  our  Saviour,  leaft  any  ihadow  of  natural  power  might 
feem  to  a  flirt  and  fo  to  difparage  them*  he  ufually  exerted  his  Divi¬ 
nity  in  rayftngof  the  dead,  reftoring  of  a?nan  born  blindc  to  fight 9  in  curing 
the  woman  whom  Art  had  given  for  dcfperate,  Luk.  8.43.  in  commanding 
the  wave  and  (forms  into  reft  and Jilence  with  a  word  *,  and  fuch  like  works 
which  evidently  appear’d  to  lie  extra  vios  nature,  fuch  whereof  no 
magician  ever  attempted  the  counterfeit :  otherwife  his  miracleshad 
left  open  a  wide  door  for  infidelity  to  break  out  at. 

2.  We  underftand  not  fully  how  far  the  power  and  dominion  of  the  Prince 
of  the  powers  of  the  Ayr extends t  and  how  far  he  is  able  to.  ape  a  Miracle  , 
by  thofe  wonder  full  imprejfions,  he  can  mafie  upon  natural  bodies.  W  e  read 
of  his  doing  great  wonders,  cauflng  fire  to  come  down  from  heaven , 

Rev.  13.  13.  The  two  ways  whereby  God  hath  advanc’d  his  king¬ 
dom,  are  Oracles  and  Miracles  *,  and  we  ftiall  finde  Lucifer  his  ambi¬ 
tion  of  being  Similis  AltiJJimof  expreft  in  his  (though)  Koyia.  x}  Tigftjst 
4<^c/V,  lying  Oracles  and  miracles.  For  we  read  of  the  deliverers 
of  falfe  prophecies,  and  the  doers  of  falfe  miracles  foretold  as  imme¬ 
diately  fubfequent  to  our  B.  Saviours  afcenfion?  Mat.  24  24.  and  feme 
expound  thole  two  horns  [o/ujoia  like  to  the  Lamb  ,  which  the  Rev.  V3.  11. 

Dragon  is  faid  to  have,  of  thofe  two  powers  of  giving  forth  (though 

tinlell)  Prophecies  and  Miracles,  whereby  the  Devil  in  his  emilia- 
ries  did  heretofore  ape  and  refemble  the  Lamb  and  his  followers- 
And  fo  fair  a  flam p  and  appearance  had  he  fet  upon  them,  that  the 
World  was- deceived  with  them.  Nay  Hierocles  (which  yet  had  the  yerf,  14 
touchftone  of  Philofophy  to  difeover  them  byj)  was  fo  far  abus’d  and 
cheated  by  thofe  lying  wonders  wrought  by  that  Arch  Magician^/w/- 
lonm3  that  fas  appears  from  what  Kufebm  wrote  againrt  him )  he 
durrt  vie  them  with  thofe  mighty  miracles,  wrought  by  our  B.  Sa¬ 
viour  himfelf.  To  afiert  therefore  the  forsmention’d,  or  the  like  ex¬ 
traordinary  works,  to  be  tranfeendent  to  the  powers  and  abilities  of 
the  infernal  kingdome,  or  that  evil  fpirits  can  lerve  no  ends  of  itnpo- 
fture  in  any  of  therm  is  an  aflertion  which  feems  to  me  to  have  more 
ofheat  then  light  therein. 

3.  We  finde  all  along  that  God  referv’d  his  miracles  onely  to  attend  (ome 
great  and  excellent  ends  and  occafions :  fo  great  that  the  perfon  and  fer- 
vice  of  John  the  Baptift,  fee m’d  not  great  enough  to  receive  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  a  Miracle.  We  read  of  but  three  Ages  of  Miracles,  t.  When 
the  law  was  to  begiven  and  the  Jewifli  Oeconomy  tobefettleda 
and  that  amongrt  a  people  too  dull  and  heavy  to  be  wrought  upon 
by  arguments  and  difeourfes  5  2.  When  the  law  was  to  be  reftor’d 
to  its  juft  reverence  and  regard,  amongrt  that  Apoftate  people  ( the 
ten  T ribes  )  who  were  fallen  into  fo  lethargick  a  lleep,  that  there  was 
no  awakening  of  them  into  a  fenfe  of  God  and  duty,  but  by  the  loud 
voyce  of  feme  mighty  ligns  and  wonders*,  3.  When  that  Oeco¬ 
nomy  which  was  founded  in  figns  and  wonders  was  now  to  expire. 
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and  to  give  place  to  the  kingdom  of  the  Mefftah .  It  would  fpeak  us 
therefore  greatly  ignorant  of  the  facrednefs  ofamiracle,  to  givethe 
honour  thereof  to  every  llrange  relation?  of  which  our  philofophy 
can  give  no  very  fmooth  and  confident  an  account.  The  laws  of 
Nature  proceed  upon  a  more  excellent  counfel  and  wifdom,  then 
that  we  may  prefume  them  refeinded  upon  any  little  or  unknown 
occafions. 

4*  God’s  miracles  came  forth  heretofore  attended  generally  with  in - 
fruition ;  being  wrought  by  thofe  men  of  God,  who  were  able  to  point 
to  their  intended  ends,  and  declare  the  meaning  of  God  in  them. 
Miracles  are  Gods  feal,  and  therefore  fome  writing  and  evidence 
they  mull  be  affixtunto,  for  as  the  Writing  without  the  feal  wants 
authority,fo  the  feal  without  the  writing,  certainty  and  fignificancy. 
Gods  miraculous  works  have  been  generally  level’ d  to  fome  humane 
benefit  ( either  the  confirmation  of  men  in  fome  important  truth,  or 
the  curing  of  fome '  defperate  difeafe?  or  the  fupplying  of  them 
in  fome  urgent  llrait,  or  the  affrighting  of  them  from  fome  defini¬ 
tive  pra&ife,)  never  folely  to  the  advancement  of  his  own  power 
and  greatnefs  (Tufficiently  reported,  as  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  by  the 
things  which  are  made)  and  therefore  tis  but  neceffary  that  we  under  - 
lland  what  errand  this  or  that  fuppofed  miracle  comes  forth  upon. 
To-  t  a  9  and  upon  what  account  we  are  concern’d  therein.'  Where  men  un- 
i  deriland  not  the  meaning  of  Gods  voice  ,  he  fpea^s  but  into  the  ayr . 

Now  what  prophet  have  we  able  to  lead  us  to  the  true  meaning  of 
anyfuch  great  wonder?  if  it  be  Gods  Embaffadour,  where  is  the 
Interpreter  that  can  expound  its  language  ? 

Upon  a  confideradon  of  the  premiles,  I  underlland  not  how  any 
hafty  conclufionsnow , concerning  the  miraculoufnefs  of  any  llrange 
event,  can  reconcile  themfelves  to  counfel  and  fobriety. 

Propof.  a.  Secondly,  Two  of  the  foremention’ d  occurrences  may  probably  be  admit¬ 
ted  the  intended  figns  of  an  approaching  judgement ,  viz.  Firll,  That 
dreadfull  eruption  of  fire  from  mount  Vefuvm  in  Campania  (firll  hap- 
ning  in  the  fecond  year  of  Titus, after  the  definition  of  Hierufalem  by 
the  Romane  fouldiers  under  his  command)  which  was  attended  with 
Comment,  fuch  tragedies,  that  the  reverend  D.-fac^fon  doth  more  then  incline 
on  the  to  believe  that  the  foremention’d  places  in  5^/  and  S.  Lu\e,  had  (at 

Creed  1. 1.  leaft)  their  firll  accdmplifhment  in  that  prodigious  event.  A  con- 
C.24  &  Ap-  Jeture  which  will  bid  fair  for  a  probability,  if  we  take  but  a  little 
pend.  Y  pains  to  compare  Gods  Text,  and  the  Hillorians  comment  both  to¬ 
gether  } 

Ita  verb  res  afia ;  Viri  multi  &  magni  omnem 
'tfeeh.  30,  naturam  humanam  excedentes,  quale s  exprimuntur 

I  will  (hew  won-  Gygantes ,  partim  in  ipfo  monte ,  partim  in  agro  cir- 
dersinthe  heavens,  cumjacente,  ac  in  Oppidis  interdiu  nottuqueterram 
and  in  the  earth.  obire,ac  aera  permearevifebantur.  Pofthac  confe- 

cuta  eft  maxima  ficcitar ,  ac  repente  ita  graves  ter  roe- 
mom  fafti>  &c.  Dio.  Hill,  J.  66. 
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Bloud  and  fire 


_  And  pillars  of 
fmoke. 


The  Sun  fhall  be 
turned  into  dark¬ 
ness  ,  and  the  Moon 
into  bloud. 


And  there  fhall  be 
figns  in  the  Sun  and 
in  the  Moon ,  upon 
earth  diftrefs  of  na¬ 
tions,  Luk.  21. 

The  fea  and  the 
waves  roaring. 

Mens  hearts  fail¬ 
ing  them  for  fear,and 
for  looking  after  the 
things  which  are  co¬ 
ming  on  the  earth. 


of  Prodigi cs  S  upcrftat/traL 

Audires  ululatus  fxminarum ,  infantum  quiri- 
tatus,  clamores •  virorum,  alii  parentes,  alii  libcros, 
alii  conjuges  requirebant .  plin.  de  eodem  Ve- 
fuv.  Epift.  1.  6 .  ep.  20. 

Hub es  ex  ardent e  Vefuvio  oriebatur ,  cujusfi- 
militudinem  (3*  formam  non  alia  magis  arbor 
qulm  pinus  exprejj'erat  [  A  tree  much  imitating 
a  pillar  in  its  ihape  and  figure.]  Idem  1.  6 . 
Ep.  16. 

tfam  dies  alibi  illic  nox  omnibus  noftibus  nigrior 
denpdrque}  quam  tamen  faces  multat  variaq j  /#- 
tnina  folvebant.  ep.i  6>  Mox  dies  verus,Soletiam 
effuljit ,  luridus  tamen t  qualis  efj’e  cum  deficit  3  fo- 
let.  Hox,  non  qualis  illunis  &  nebula 3  fed  qualis 
in  locis  claufis,  lumine extintto,  &c.ep.  10. 

Tanmfuit  cinU  ut  indepervenerit  in  Afrlcam, 
Syriam  &  ALgyptum  j  introieritque  Romam* 
ejufque  aerern  comp  lever  it  3  &  Solem  obfcuraverit : 
nec  mediocris  etiam  Romae  trepidatio  complures 
ad  dies  accidit  t  (3*c.  putare  cceperunt  omnia  fur - 
fum  deorfum  fcrri,  Solemque  in  terram  cadere3  ac 
terram  in  ccelum  afcendere.  Dion.  lib.  66* 

Mare  in  fe  reforberi  63*  tremor e  terra3  quafi  re- 
pelli  videbatur .  plin.  ep.  20. 

Erant  qui  metu  mortis  3  mortem  precarentur • 
multi  ad  Deos  manm  toller e  ,  p lures  nufquam  Deos 
uttos  3  aterncimque  illam  &  novijjimam  nottem 
mundo  interpret abantur :  nec  defuere  qui  fifth 
mentittsque  terroribus  vera  pericula  augerent. 
Idem  ep.  20. 


* 


The  fitting  of  the  comment  of  thefe  Hiftorians  fo  clofelyand 
handfomly  about  the  Text,  offers  an  eafy  Apology,  for  our  embra¬ 
cing  this  literal  fenfe  thereof,  at  leaft,  till  another  lhall  be  tendered 
with  fairer  probabilities. Efpecially  confidering  the  feafon  to  which 
our  B.  Saviour  affixeth  the  fulfilling  of  this  predidion  feems  to  add 
fome  ftrength  and  confidence  thereunto ;  now  that  was  the  time 
immediately  fucceeding  to  that  wherein  the  black  cloud  of  ven¬ 
geance  (  charadered  by  the  peculiar  conditions  and  figns  thereof, 
in  the  verfes  precedent)  was  to  fall  upon  the  Jewifh  Church  and 
polity  5  as  may  appear  from  thofe  words  of  his  recorded  by  S.  Mat¬ 
thew,  Chap.  24.  29.  Immediately  after  the  tribulation  of  thofe  days,JJjatl 
the  fun  be  darfned,  8cc.  i.  e.  thofe  days  ffpoken  of  before  )  whereia 
God  had  taken  away  the  hedge  about  his  formerly  pleafant  garden, 
the  Jewifh  Church,  and  delivered  it  to  the  rage  and  malice  of  bru- 
tfh  men. 

So  that  as  the  many  falfe  Chrifts  arifing  ,  the  earthquakes  in  di¬ 
vers  places,  the  general  hatred  of  men,  the  fearful!  figns  from  hea¬ 
ven  forementioned,  feem  given  as  the  black  tokens  forefhewing  fa- 

'  i  L  ta 
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Deut.  4.  xi. 


Ham,  in 
Luc.zi  .2f. 
Vid.Traft.  cui 
tit,  V  eCuvius 
ar.de  ns. 


Luk.  41,  n. 
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ta  Ecclefue  tfudaica,  fo  this  dreadful!  occurrent  (  Miraculumt  as  P liny 
calls  it  )  feems  given  as  a  figne  th  t  was  to  forerun  fata  Imperii  Ro - 
mm  (the  other  deadly  enemy  of  Chiiftianity  )  which  from  that 
time  began  to  fink  under  its  own  w  ight,  and  to  labour  under  great 
and  grievous  e  vils  j  and  not  to  be  accounted  among  the  ligns  of  the 
miseries  appro- ching  upon  the  .)■  Wi(h  State,  ( as  fome  learned  expo- 
fitouis  contend  )  our  MViour  having  brought  his  ddcourie  concern¬ 
ing  -that  to  an  ilfixe  juft  before.  And  indeed,  no  ftgne  teemed  more 
proper  then  a  burnt  g  mountain  to  give  the  Gentile  world  to  under¬ 
hand  that  God  would  (hew  himfelfas  fevere  a  Judge  upon  the  de- 
fpiters  of  his  Gofpel ,  as  he  had  before  upon  the  deipifers  of  his 
law ,  againft  whom  at  the  promulgation  thereof  he  proclaimed  the 
terrours  of  the' Lord  in  blacfyjncfs  and-  darfytefs^ and  that  mountain  vahiei) 
burnt  with  fire  unto  the  midft  of  heaven » ^  } 

Nctwithftanding  what  hath  been  faid ,  X  fhall  not  receive  this 
figne*,  and  lenfe  of  thefe  Texts,  with  more  then  the  favour  of  a 
probability,  both  became  I  find  e  Expofitouis  hovering  but  in  the 
looie  air  of  tome  general  exprefliocs  upon  them,  and  fearful!  to 
fettle  down  upon  an  aftignation  of  the  particular  time  and  manner 
of  their  iccomplifh men t*,  famongft  whom,  commendable  efpecially 
the  modefty  of  Calvin  }  who  upon  that  Text  in  S.  Lul^e^  thus  delivers 
his  fenle,  Jguomodo  Sol  obfeurandm  efi,  ho  die  conjicere  non  pojfumus ,  fed  . 
evchmipfe  oflendet )  And  befides  the  fiery  forces  in  that  mountain, 
have  in  all  likelihood  Tallied  forth  fince  upon  men  in  as  dreadfull 
and  deftruttive  a  manner ,  as  upon  their  firft  eruption. 

But  left  I  be  thought  to  make  too  curious  and  unnecellary  ap¬ 
proaches  to  this  mount  of  terrour  ,  I  fhall  fet  bounds  to  any  further 
diicourfe  about  it,  when  I  have  added ;  that  if  upon  the  Readers 
further  thoughts  concerning  it,  it  (hall  appear  more  then  probably  a, 
ftgne  of  the  time  >  it  willalfo  appear  fo  appointed  by  God  inthofe 
Scriptures  fort  mentioned  :  ificjs,  nothing  is  loft  but  the  courtefie 
conferred  upon  the  conjecture  ;  and  fo  the  credit  of  our  prefent 
caufe  appears  not  at  all  prejudiced*  which  way  ioever  the  beam  of 
his  underftanding  (upon  a  due  weighing  of  particulars),  (hall 

A  fecond  inftance  (  in  this  order  of  Prodigies  )  which  feems  to 
enter  a  very  probable  plea  for  its  reception as  an  inti  ndea  figne 
of  an  enfuing  vengeance  ,  isth 't flaming  [word  (as  it  teem  d)  hang¬ 
ing  over  the  <  ity  of  ferujatem  forthefpace  of  a  year  together,  be¬ 
fore  the  Romane  Eagles  prey’d  upon  it.  Our  Saviour  prophefied  of 
fome  fear  full  fights  and  great  figns  from  heaven,  as  the  forerunners  of 
the  deflation  ofthat  City  s  and  perhaps  upon  a  due  judgement  of 
the  feveral  circumftanceis  of  this  heavenly  p'r<xnomenony  it  will  ippear 
great  enough  to  fill  out  (  in  a  good  meafure  )  that  expreflion  of  our 
Saviours  5  For  as  that  Star  which  was  cceli  index  to  the  place  of  our 
Saviours  birth,  fo  this  wonderfull  appearance ,  declared  by  its  pe¬ 
culiar  and  unufual  accidents,  that  it  was  of  no  common  make  >  nor 
came  forth  upon  any  mean  and  vulgar  errand.  It  appears  by  the 
ftory  to  have  defeended  fo  lowin  the  air  that  it  was  evidently  ver¬ 
tical 
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tical  to  the  City,  which  had  it  been  a  true  Comet  it  could  not  have 
done  :  and  it  lafied  fo  long  and  maintained  To  fixt  a  pofition ,  that  it 
cannot  well  be  numbred  among  thofe  Idola  Cometarum  in  the  Ele¬ 
mentary  region  mentioned  before,  whofefubtile  and  fluid  matter 
ferves  them  not  to  any  fuch  long  continuance ,  at  leaf!  not  to  fo  fet¬ 
tled  a  pofture  of  appearance. 

And  moftfic  it  was  that  a  Nation  ,  long  deaf  to  the  voice  of  the 
many  great  figns  from  heaven  to  proclaim  an  approaching  falvation, 

(hould  receive  fome  from  thence  of  an  approaching  deftruftion.  A- 
monglt  which  none  fee  m’dfo  proper  as  iucha  flaming  fwordt  being’ 
a  very  exprefTive  emblem  of  war  and  vengeance,  and  akinde  of 
imitation  and  remembrance  of  that  flaming  jrvordJ  which  drove  the 
firfi  parents  of  that  difobedient  people  (  which  rejt&ed  the  Tree  of 
life,  a  type  o[the  Lord  of  Life  and  glory)  from  the  Paradife  of  God.  Rev.  as,  a* 

They  which  endeavour  to  fink  the  price  and  value  of  this  prodi¬ 
gious  appearance  in  the  air,  beneath  the  efteem  I  receive  it  with.*  by 
laying  befide  it  fome  other  parallel  examples  thereof  occurring  in 
the  Writers  concerning  Meteors,  fhallfinde  me  no  difficult  Audi- 
tour  of  them  ,  if  they  firfi  fix  the  accompbftiment  of  our  Saviours 
Prophefie  in  iome  infiance  which  may  be  more  plaufibly  pretended 
a  fear  full  fight  and  great  figne  from  heaven. 

Thirdly  ,  Hone  of  the  forementioned  Prodigies ,  when  ever  occurring,  propof.  3, 
are  [  now  3*  t0  be  received  as  the  figns  of  any  Future  events.  An  aflerti- 
on  which  I  thus  build  up. 

1  We  have  no  fufficient  grounds  and  reafons  temper  [wade  our  reception  of 
them  to  fuch.  There  are  1  know  fome  men  which  can  hang  their  molt 
weighty  principles  (like  the  earth)  upon  nothing.  Reafons  and  de-  Job2£*7^ 
monfirations  are  looked  upon  by  them  (  where  Religion  appears 
concerned)  as  a  kinde  of  cold  and  dull  things ,  proper  onely  for  A- 
theifis  orhereticks  tomeafure  their  conceptions  by  :  Obje&shot 
and  vehement,  and  that  do  not  much  task  and  employ  their  facul¬ 
ties,  f,  to  Pretended  Oracles j  Revelations y  jtrong  and  inexplicable  impref- 
fions  upon  their  [pints  s  mighty  Prodigies,  fome  turgent  imaginations,  and, 
traditional  perfwafions  ]  they  ufe,  (  as  filly  birds  in  the  night  *  to  that 
which  glares  molt )  to  fly  about  and  admire.  The  difeourfes  and 
practices  of  many  men,  fpeak  them  profelytes  to  that  maxim  of  the 
old  Heathens,  viz.  In  doctrines  concerning  the  Gods,  or  any  mat-  'Ovum  $>} 
ters  Divine,  We  mult  never  expeft  fcience  and  demonfiration ;  but  05^  ^ 
receive  them  how  ftrange  foever,  with  the  religion  of  a  very  paf-  ^,N 
fivefoul,  and  fubmiflive  faith.  SbyytAiwv'L- 

But  if  we  once  put  Right  Reafon  (  which  is  Janitor  Animat )  thus  ^ 

by  its  office  and  place our  inward  houfe  will  foon  lie  open  and  free  ^  ^ 

for  any  vileand  vagrant  Opinion  to  take  up  and  dwell  therein.  It  is  in rwtaovms 
indeed  the  great  maxim  of  thofe  Sons  of  myfiery,  the  Cabalifis 
and  fome  Chimifis  ,  that  Intellcclus  pcrfichur  patiendo ,  the  minde  ot  Jarnbl.  Pro- 
ma^  (like  matter  )  is  rendred  moft  capable  of  being  well  informed  irept.  in 
by  becoming  purapotemiat  a  piffive  power,  and  that  truth  offers  her  Sy mb.  2f, 
felf  lolely  to  fuch  paffionate  and  humble  fui ters,  which  can  be  con¬ 
tent  even  to  forgo  themfelves  to  gain  her.  But  fure  I  ana  God  hath 
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no  where  required  us  to  a  faith  which  cannot  fotisfie  the  reafon  of 
a  man  which  learcheth  into  the  grounds  and  evidence  thereof  j  He 
hath  commanded  us  to  prove,  before  we  hold,  fafl  s  to  chew  before  We 
fwallow,  to  found  as  well  as  fail.  And  therefore  till  We  fee  fome 
better  reafon  offered  to  acquit  our  owning  of  them  as  the  figns  of 
Gods  counfels,  befides  the  imaginations  and  didfats  of  dogmatical 
men  (  which  will  venture  to  break  open  Gods  Cabinet ,  while  they 
want  any  fure  key  to  unlock  it )  it  is  but  a  ju.ll  refpedt  to  our  felves, 
to  maintain  our  freedom  of  diffent,  and  to  believe  fuch  ftrange  works 
levelled  to  fome  other  white,  then  what  they  imagine. 

As  for  the  feeming  Reafons  which  this  Opinion  leans  unto,  they 
will  appear  ('like  the  fluff  of  Egypt)  either  to  break  under,  or  by  an 
eafy  retortion,  to  pierce  and  wound  it.  For  whereas  it  is  urged,  that 
except  we  admit  this  end  of  thefe  femi-miracles ,  the  moltquick- 
fented  will  be  at  a  fault,  wholly  at  a  lofs  what  end  of  them  to  affigne 
and  pitch  upon.  lanfwer,  Is  it  fo  great  an  inconvenience  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  fome  paffages  in  the  book  of  the  creature,  of  which  we  are  not 
fcholars  good  enough  to  make  a  right  and  proper  conftru&ion  ?  Are 
there  not  fome  works  of  Providence  which  God  hath  made  deep  and 
myftical,  on  fet  purpofe ,  that  man  might  be  humbled  by  them  into 
Eccles8.  17.  a  fenfe  of  his  own  ignorance  and  fhortnefs.?  fee  Ifai.48.7-  Eccles7. 

14.  and  is  it  a  ftrange  thing  to  hearoffome  works  in  thecompafs  of 
Nature,  out  of  our  reach,  fuch  as  We  mult  behold  (as  children  do  the 
Moon  )  onely  with  an  ignorant  wonderment  ?  Tea,  but  the  world 
will  be  alway  furprifed  by+judgements ,  if  we  admit  not  fuch  Prodigies  the 
figns  of  them.  And  hath  not  God  told ,  even  thofe  wjiofe  profeflion  it 
is  to  lookafter  and  expound  the  pretended  figns  of  times  [.the  monethly 
Prognoflicatours']  that  defolation  fhall  come  upon  them  fuddenly  and  they 
Z\.  47,  1 1 ,  jjj^n  not  ^noyv  ?  iS  not  man  exprefly  faid  not  to  lytow  his  time ,  but 
to  be  fnared  in  an  evil  time  falling  fuddenly  upon  him  ?  Eccles  9. 12.  In 
fum,  the  great  confidence  of  the  Opinion  we  contend  with*  feems 
to  lie  ( for  ought  I  can  perceive  j  but  in  a  feries  of  many  Affertours, 
which  ( like  perfons  in  the  dark  )  fhut  their  eyes ,  and  take  care 
onely  to  hold  faff  by  thofe  which  Went  before  them. 

2.  Thefe  Heteroclita  Nature  ,  things  which  fall  off  from  the  rule 
and  law  of  common  and  ufual  Nature,  minifter  to  bigger  ends  then 
prefages.  For 

1.  They  teach  va  to  pay  the  tribute  of  admiration  to  him ;  who  f though 
by  the  miniftery  of  fecond  caufes  )  doeth  thefe  great  wonders.  Delibe¬ 
rate  wondring  (  when  the  foul  is  not  fuddenly  furprifed,)  being 
raifedup  to  an  height,  is,  as  one  faith ,  part  of  adoration,  and  can¬ 
not  be  given  to  any  creature  without  fome  facriledge.  Such  won¬ 
dring  confifts  of  Reverence  and  ignorance ,  which  beft  becometh 
even  the  wifeftof  men  in  their  fearches  after  God  his  ways.  God 
hath  his  wonders  of  jufticc ,  fuch  wherein  he  caufeth  a  ftrange  coinci¬ 
dence  of  blinde  and  contingent  Agents ,  auusfyiiv  to  worl i  together 
for  the  detection  and  punilhment  of  fome  great  Criminals,  that  men 
may  ealily  fee  that  the  wheel  brought  over  them  was  full  of  eyes  ,  con¬ 
duced  by  fome  great  Intelligence.  He  hath  alfo  hi  $  wonders  of  mercy  3 
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fuch  wherein  he  walks,  in  ways  not  caft  up»  to  accomplifh  the  Well¬ 
being  and  prefervation  of  thofe  which  honour  him  by  a  great  faith 
(fuch  whereof  every  pious  breaft  is  the  Office  wherein  they  are  re- 
giftred  and  recorded.,)  To  thefe*  He  hath  been  pleas’d  to  add  his  won¬ 
ders  in  Nature^  the  commonnefsof  his  other  works  being  apt  to  Soyl 
them,  and  to  keep  men  from  attending  to  all  that  Wifdom  andun- 
fearchable  Greatnefs  difplayed  in  them. 

i.  Thefe  things  Jbew  va  all  the  creatures  to  be  in  Gods  hand }  and  eafily 
commanded  (like  the  clay  in  the  hand  of  the  Potter)  to  what  figures 
andufes*  he  ihall  think  fit  at  any  time  to  appoint  them  unto.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  that  of  Job.c.  9-  Who  removeth  the  mountains  and 

they  fnow  not,  which  overturneth  them  in  his  anger.  Which  fhafeth  the  earth 
out  of  her  place ,  and  the  pillars  thereof  tremble.  Which  commandetk  the  fun 
and  it  rifcth  not ,  and  fealeth  up  the  flars. 

The  other  great  Arguments  againft  or  for  the  obfervation*  of  any 
fuch  occafions  of  wonder,  as  were  laft  mention’d*  as  OminovA ,  being 
the  fame  which  fill  out  the  foregoing  papers*  I  fliall  not  hear  offer 
the  Reader  the  tatdium  of  any  repetition. 


CHAR  V. 

Remedies  advifed  again fl  the  Superftition  of 
Prodigies  Signal. 

$  omc  men  greatly  propenfe  to  judge  by  meafures  vehement  and  extraordinary, 
and  why.  The  evil  of  the  common  fuperjiition  of  Prodigies  further  noted. 
S  remedies  advised  againfi  it.  i.  The difcarding  of  all  jealoufies 
of  God.  Thefe  an  efpeciall  occafion  of  this  fuperjiition  in  the  minds  of  the 
Gentiles.  2.  The  avoiding  of  any  great  fears  or  hopes  in  reference 
to  the  future.  Thefe  apt  to  mat^e  men  regardfull  of  Prodigies  and  Pro* 
phecies,  with  the  reafon  thereof.  The  Itudy  of  natural  philofophy. 
The  nature  of  knowledge  {in  general)  to  fortifie  againft  the  fears  of  evil, 
the  particular  ufefulnefs  of  natural  Philofophy  hereunto.  4.  A  great  in- 
differency  of  mindeas  to  the  iffues  of  things  in  this  world.  Perfons 
mofl  in  love  with  the  world  mo  ft  follicitovA  to  fnow  its  fortune ;  evidenc'd 
in  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  f.  The  difcarding  of  that  vulgar  princi¬ 
ple,  That  God  gives  us  [now]  figns  of  times.  That  quefiion  [whe¬ 
ther  there  be  any  or  no]  anjwered  in  three  conclufions.  The  vanity  of  at¬ 
tending  to  vulgar  prophecies  reprehended.  An  anfwer  to  Luke  2 1 .  1 1 . 
brought  for  proof  of  them.  Why  fome  figns  of  dejlruftion  given  to  the 
Jew ijb  nation.  Great  changes  in  the  world  not  eafily  fore feen,  and  why. 
Times  hidden  from  men*  with  the  reafon  thereof \  men  greatly  addiffed 
to  regard  any  pretenders  to  divination ,  the  evil  of  propofing  of  or  attend¬ 
ing  to  any  figns  of  times. 

THere  are  a  company  of  men  in  the  world,  whofe  melancholy 
rancies  (like  the  Cyclops  in  the  Poet)  are  perpetually  impioy’d 
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as  it  Were  in  framing  thunder-bolts  for  heaven  to  throw  down  upon 
that  world,  themfelvesare  fallen  out  withail.  Never  doth  the  face  of 
heaven  appear  mantled  up  in  clouds,  but  their  timerous  imagina¬ 
tion  moulds  them  into  fuch  antick  figures  that  they  feem  a  kindeof 
vifible  parables  and  dreadfull  images  of  fome  approaching  venge¬ 
ance.  There  isfcarce  a  night  pafleth  them  wherein  they  hive  not 
fome  terrible  dreams*  which  tell  them  the  fortune  of  no  leis  then  a 
kingdom:  the  fouls  of  fome  perfonsfcarce  feem  to  come  out  of  the 
lame  limbus  with  thofe  of  other  mem  fo  different  the  rules  and  mea- 
lure^  by  which  their  opinions  and  practices  are  layd  out.  In  matters 
ot  a  more  facred  and  religious  reference,  Revelation,  firong  imprejfions 
offpirit,ecfiaciesi  pretty  allegories J  parallels ,  Cabalifms •,  in  matters  ci¬ 
vil,  fome  old  prophecy  ,  myfiicb^  pajfages  in  Daniel ,  and  the  Apocalyps ,  tiers 
and  impracticable  Ideas  of  government  y  fir ange  omens  and  prodigies  ; 
(which,  like  bladders,  {hew  bigger  or  lefs ,  according  as  an  aery 
fancy  fwells  and  blows  them  up  j  are  the  great  compafs  by  which 
they  fteer  their  judgements. 

But  with  what  mean  regards*  {hall  feriptures,  laws,  fober  coun- 
fels,  and  a  prudential  Underfianding  of  the  times  and  what  is  fit  to  be 
done,  be  entertained,  if  the  light  of  knowledge,  in  matters  facred 
or  civil*  be  once  thought  to  Ihine  moll  clearly  into  fuch  crackt  and 
crafy  brains,  as  are*  not  feldom,  the  moft  curious  attenders  to  luch 
things  as  thefe  ?  the  true  fears  of  religion*  would  be  ready  to  flie 
away  (like  the  fpirits  of  over- heated  hquouis.)  if  overacted  by  fuch 
ftrong  and  continued  jealoufies  of  heaven,  as  the  observation  of 
Prodigies  (in  the  latitude  contended  for)  would  certainly  fubdue 
the  mirds  of  men  unto.  Befides*  no  man  (that  believes  himfelfj 
{hall  ever  be  able  to  ptffefs  himfelf in  peace  while  his  inward  houfe 
is  haunted  by  fuch  fpirits  of  fear  as  a  fuperftitious  perlwafion  of  pro¬ 
digies  will  be  alway  railing  up  within  him. 

lihall  therefore,  in  order  to  a  more  perfed  cure  of  fo  common 
and  dangerous  a  difiemper  ofminde,  advife  thefe  enfuing  remedies. 

Firft*  The  difearding  of  all  fowre  jealoufies  concerning  God,  Synefm 
hath  obfervM  that  how lbever  the  nations  were  diftanc'd  from  each 
other  (like  the  lines  in  the  circumference)  J'oEaai  \-n&y\:a>ncun t  by 
very  different  Opinions  and  Sentiments  in  reference  to  God  and 
religion,  in  other  matters  *,  yet  ftill  ayzS'ev  r  Stop  vtavZcnv  ccmfli^ezmi- 
Tayfi,  Kjcncoi  yet  all  center’d  and  met  in  this  great 

doftrine  (both  wife  and  unwife.)  that  God  was  a  good*  bountifull 
and  benign  Being  :  the  greater  wonder  to  me  it  is  that  fo  many  Do- 
dr  nes  among  the  Heathens,  and  Chriftians  too  (which  I  am  not 
hear  to  take  notice  of)  {hould  be  receiv’d  with  a  non  obfiante  to  this 
native  and  eafy  ienfe  of  the  Divine Goodne(s  and  Philanthropy, 
lodg’d  in  their  minds :  That  which  my  prefent  argument  leads  me  to 
obierveis*  how  apt  the  minds  of  men  are  to  be  leaven’d  with  that 
fowre  conceit  (which  cannot  dwell  with  a  belief  of  Gods  goodnefs) 
which  Plutarch  juftly  challengeth  in  Herodotus  y  that  to  SvW  ->rav 
(?>i  tw/  • .  'aVs' ,  the  Deity  is  of  an  envious  and  troublefom 

difpofition/ that  God  is  onely  ingeniofm  in  malts,  that  hiscounfelsare 
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efpecially  taken  up  with  the  contrivances  of  new  plagues  and  naile¬ 
ries  for  the  hated  world  (then  which  did  never  a  more  peltilenml  air 
breathfrom  the  bottomlelspit,  ceazeing  the  very  vitals  ot  religion 
and  corrupting  the  firft  and  earlieft  notions  riling  up  in  the  Soul 
when  conceiving  of  a  God)  Hence  grows  this  eafy  conclufion.  that 
all  Prodigies  are  a  kinde  oj  Vin-guui  to  give  notice  of  the  many 
troops  of  furies  and  mlferies  marching  alter  ;  fo  that  hated  man 
may  not  have  10  much  as- the  aery  hop  s  of, good  times  to  relrelhhis 
weary  fpirts  with,  nor  be  able  to  deceive  hiS  preterit  pains  fo  much 
as  with  a  dream.  Sure  Ism  that  the  oblerva  non  and  expiation  ot  all 
manner  of  Omens  and  prodigies  among  the  Heathens  w  isalowre 
fruit  growing  from  this  evil  root  efpecially,  perpetual  tears,  and  un¬ 
worthy  jealouiies  of  God.  ■  c  _  , '  , 

Where  as  a  if  men  did  not  meafure  the  Nature  of  God  by  that 
froward  and  envious  fpirit  which  commands  themfelves  they  rr  ignt 
eafily  uuderftand  all  the  evils  fontetimes  fent  down  upon  c the  world, 
to  be  fin  the  language  of  the  Moralift)  onely  rlwcrn  ith 
deidw  4k (jo; ,  a  divine  teftimony  given  in  againltfin;  and  intended 
but  to  difcipUne  the  mad  world  into  forne  fober  and  wile  thoughts  : 
and  they  would  believe  the  fairer  reports  which  kripture  makes  of 
God  which  tells  us  He  doth  not  willingly  grieve  the  children  oj  men  that 
fury  dwells  not  with  him  that  judgement  is  hisjirange  worji,  &c.  And  then 
would  be  eafily  perfwaded  that  prodigies  come  forth  upon  ome 
other  errand  then  to  let  them  underhand  they  muft  look  to  be  ipee- 
dily  miferable.  Did  they  once  believe  the  Patience  and  long-iufl-er- 
ingofGod,  they  could  not  think  he  lets  his  creatures  (^Mojes  did 
the  tables;  fallout  of  hishand,  .and  break  into  diforder,  as  a  diico* 

V£Sec°ofn ot  kopes  in  reference  to 
things  future,  tjician  Well  notes  that  to  a  man  big  With  any  huge 
fears  or  hopes,  a  foreknowledge  of  events  appears  greatly  necefLry 
and  definable,  (  becaufe  this  brings  his  diftra&ed  though  s  to  a 
point;  and  therefore  he  is  eafily  peri-waded  to  attend  to  any  pro- 
pheev  or  prodigie  that  offers-  him  a  promife  of  fatisfaetion  and  redo- 
lution.  Befides  where  the  foul  is  under  the  power  of  iome -great  In  4^, 
affe&ion  (asitalwiy  is  when  follicitous  about  the  mue  of  things) 
any  odd  accident  is  apt  to  make  a  great  impreflion  upon  it.  Fear  (like 
a  crackt  ghfs;  reprefents  every  (fringe  event  in  rnonltroiu  and 
frightfull  figures  to  the  minde,and  will  create  its object  w  heie  it  can¬ 
not  really  finde  it.  Moreover,  when  men  Will  murp  upon  oods  pro¬ 
vince,  and  curare  futura  he  juftly  makes  their  fin  their  puniihment, 
by  delivering  them  to  that  anxiety  which  the  obfervation  of  omens 
and  prodigies  tends  ro  bring  them  in.  Tis  a  great :  wifitonff  to  attend 
the  bufmefs  of  the  day,  artd  toIeaVetheiffue  of  affairs  with  infinite 
wifdom  and  goodnefs*,  and  the  rather,  be  Caufe  if  the  event  fha  l  be 

profperous,  there  will  be  time^enough  to  enjoy  our  happmeis  when 

it  fhall  be  prefenti  we  need  not  deflowr  it, by  a  precocious  joy  ^before 
we  are  efpWd  unto*)  Ifadverfe,  what  need  we  chew  pds,  and- 
feel  our  e  vils  twice  over,  once  in  fear,  and  again  in  preience?  f  #  - 
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dent  to  each  day  is  the  prefent  evil  thereof *  it  need  not  borrow  from 
to  morrow. 

Thin  ly,  Theftudy  of  natural  philo fophy.  Its  the  nature  of  ail  know¬ 
ledge  to  give  a  kinde  of  ftrength  and  prefence  ofminde  to  a  man  but 
elpecially  of  Philo  fophy  :  this  will  fecure  us,  as  from  the  rocks  of  A - 
theifm  becaufe  leading  us  into  a  notice  offome  Firfi:  caufe,  into  which 
all  the  lecond  doe  gradually  afeend  and  finally  reiolve;  fo  alfo  from 
the  flielves  of  fuperjiitim,  becaufe  acquainting  us  with  the  fecondS 
caufes.'  for  fancy  is  apt  to  fuggeft  very  monfirousand  fuperftitious 
notions  of thofe  things  of  whole  caufes  and  natures  We  are  unre- 
folv’d  *,  all  which  flie  (like  the  fhadowsofthe  twilight,)  before  the 
approaching  beams  of  knowledge.  Philosophy  leads  us  (as  men  doe 
horfesj  dole  up  to  the  things  we  Hart  at,  and  gives  us  a  diflintt  and 
through  view  ofwhat  frighted  us  before,  and  io  {hames  the  follies 
and  weaknefs  of  our  former  fears-  He  that  knows  what  flow  con- 
quefts  a  flame  makes  upon  any  humid  vifeous  matter,  will  not  cafily 
account  every  gentle  fire  continuing  for  fome  time  in  the  air,  a 
kinde  of  flaming  Iword.miraculoufly  appointed  by  God  to  drive  the 
fecure  world  out  of  its  fools  paradife-  He  that  knows  and  confiders 
how  poflible  it  is  for  Springs  Sometimes  to  fail,  (nay  how  wonder- 
full  it  is  that  they  fail  no  oftner)  cannot  readily  receive  any  cafual 
breaches  in  the  ftreams  which  hold  of  them,  as  prefaces  of  fome 
civil  breaches  in  a  State,  confequent  thereunto.  Befides,  Philoso¬ 
phy  informs  us  of  the  methods  of  nature,  in  referving  conllancy  and 
immutability  toth  t  interior  a  ccelig?  terra,  but  banifhing  the  great 
inftancesofvariationtothe  fuperiour  parts  of  Earth,  and  inferiour 
of  Heaven  :  and  accordingly  to  the  earth-quakes,eruptions  offlrange 
fires,  new  fountains,  preternatural  generations  (in  all  which,  the 
more  central  and  retir'd  parts  of  this  vaft  globe  are  not  at  all  toucht 
and  concern’d)  there  correspond  in  the  exterior  a  cceli,  mighty  thun¬ 
ders.  Comets,  new  liars  appearing  now  and  then,  alterations  in  the 
figures  of  the  Planets,  variety  of  new  Spots  obferv’dto  rife  and  Set 
in  the  body  of  the  lun,  fome  (though  rarer)  failings  ofitsufual 
Splendour,  &c.  The  orders  and  caufes  of  Nature  thus  underftood, 
would  quickly  chafe  away  all  thofe  Mormos  which  fright  men  in  the 
night  of  their  ignorance. 

Fourthly,  A  generous  indifferency  and  deadnefs  ofminde  as  to  the  good 
or  evil  things  of  this  world .  The  more  the  heart  of  a  man  outgrows  the 
joys  and  fears  of  this  world,  the  more  will  all  things  therein  appear 
to  him,  much  too  little  for  the  Solemnity  of  a  prodigy,  the  more  will 
he  think  nothing  hereof  value  enough  to  have  its  fall  come  with 
pomp  and  observation,  and  the  lefs  will  he  concern  himfelf  to  know 
the  future  condition  of  luch  a  vanity  as  this  world  is.  ’Tis  only 
when  mens  hopes  and  fortunes  are  much  embarked  in  this  world  that 
they  are  impreflive  to  any  great  fears  in  reference  to  its  future  Hate. 
The  Gent  ties  cf  old  that  could  never  lift  up  their  heavy  anddroflTy 
minds  above  the  dull  flats  of  things  lenfible  and  worldly,  were  the 
greateft  Profeflburs  of  all  the  arts  of  Divination  by  all  manner  of 
flrange  and  unufual  accidents.  And  the  $em{ to  whom  God  had  pro¬ 
mised 
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mifed  a  heaven  on  this  fide  thereof  in  the  liberal  enjoyment  of  this 
worlds  bleiTings)  were  very  folicitous  about  the  meaning  of  ftrange 
Providences,  the  figns  of  the  times,  the  iftiie  of  things  5  and  God 
wasplealed  by  manyOracles/igns  and  prophecies  to  accommodate 
himfelf  to  this  low  and  wordly  temper  of  theirs.  But  fince  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  better  hope,  the  tenders  of  fuch  fpiritual  promifes,  We  have 
fcarce  any  intimations  andnotices  given  us  of  things  future,  unlefs 
fome  very  dark  prophecies  in  the  Revelation,  (which  fome  learned 
men  conceive  already  accomplifht)  God  hereby  fuppofing ,  our 
eyes  now  to  be  fixt  foupon  the  more  clearly  reveal’d  felicities  of 
another  world ,  as  not  much  to  look  down  to  the  futurities  of 
this. 

Fifthly,  The  di fear  ding  of  that  rajh  principle ,  that  God  hath  appointed 
fome  extraordinary  figns  of  fucceeding  times. 

There  are  variety  of  times  and  ieafons,  K <u&\  •jtm&apZ.  Luk.S.i  3. 

K cugpt  dvagy&at.,  Ad.  3.  19.  K cupel  c moxownc*  Luk.  19.44.  there  is 
in  Divine  difpenfations  a  kiride  of  chequer- work  of  black  and  white  Eccles  7.14 
days  taking  place  by  turns  :  yftiput  jcw/ik-,  the  feene  of  this  world  is  1  Cor.7  3  x 
thus  (hifted  and  varied,  that  both  the  various  attributes  of  God,  and 
the  graces  of  his  Spirit  in  his  fervants,  may  appearand  ad  their 
parts  by  turns. 

Now  men  are  very  impreflive  to  this  perfwafion ,  that  as  God  (in 
Nature j  hath  ordained  figns  of  feafons  enfuing  [for  when  the  trees 
put  forth ,  we  conclude  that  fummer  is  nigh  ,  and  it  will  be  foul  weather ,  Mark  1  $.2,8. 
when  we  fee  rednefs  and  lowring  to  fit  upon  the  eye-lids  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  ]  fo  that  he  hath  (  in  his  Providence )  given  us  y&pdv,  Luke  1 6 .  3 

figns  of  the  times  approaching,  fome  tokens  for  good  or  evil,  whereby 
we  may  know  what  clothes  to  put  on,  whether  we  muft  prepare  the 
garments  of  praifeto  entertain  the  joys,  or  clothe  our  felveswitha 
great  forrow  and  humility  to  prevent  or  prepare  for  the  evils  which  a 
few  days  may  bring  forth. 

Before  they  have  ram’d  this  ground  ,  they  haftily  advance  this 
conclufion ,  that  Prodigies  are  a  very  great  and  proper  figne  of  the 
times  ,  becaufe  every  eye  may  eafily  forefee  an  evil  in  fuch  figns* 
though  the  Tons  of  wifdom  alone  are  able  to  forefee  it  in  the  proba¬ 
ble  caufes  thereof  But ,  that  this  is  a  very  finking  and  deceitfull 
ground  to  ftand  upon  will  appear  upon  a  brief  refolution  of  this  Que- 
ftion  ,  I  Whether  or  no,  now ,  under  the  times  of  the  Gofpel,  God  vouchfafe 
particular  kingdoms  any  fuch  extraordinary  figns  of  the  times  as  are  con- 
■  tended  for  ?  ]  Particular  kingdoms ,  I  fay;  for,  as  for  thofe  figns  fome 
fpeak  fo  much  of,  of  the  fall  of  Ami-chrift  a  of  the  laft  times  s  of  the 
binding  and  loofing  of  Satan,  of  the  laft  judgement,  &c.  they  are  all  ofa 
very  catholick  concern ,  and  are  fo  loofe  and  general ,  that  ( like  the 
heavenly  bodies)  it  is  hard  to  determine  their  afpeds  to  any  parti¬ 
cular  time  and  place,  and  if  any  fuch  figns  do  hereafter  appear, 
they  will  fei  ve  rather  as  Arguments  of  Gods  providence  and  prefei- 
ence,  then  as  monitours'of  that  juft  diftance  of  time  they  have  left 
thofe  Events  behinde  them,  of  which  they  are  (at  large  J  the  forerun¬ 
ners  :  and  fo  are  wholly  forein  to  cur  prefent  enquiry. 

M 


In 


mult  neceffirily  premife  this  dillindlion  of  the  fuppofed  figns  of 
times.  There  are  i .  signa  indicant i a  tantum ,  fuch  figns  as  have  no  real 
and  e'ffedtive  influence  at  all  upon  the  Event  fucceeding,  butferve 
as  a  kinde  of  Bath  Col, onely  as  fome  fofter  voice  from  heaven  to  de¬ 
clare  it  to  perfons  of  more  purged  and  attentive  ears.  Such  as  are  Pro¬ 
digies  of  all  forts,  the  af peels  of  heaven ,  fome  old  prophcfies}  plaufible  paral¬ 
lels  (in  many  infiances  )  between  the  occurrences  of  former  times  and  our 
own,  fome  Jlated  periods  of  time  beyond  which  bodies  politic ^  have  not  been 


Hof.  7. 9+  obferved  to  continue  without  fome  gray  hairs  upon  themt  ( as  the  Prophet 


fpeaks  )  fome  great  decays ,  changes  and  alterations :  fome  my ftical  pro¬ 
phecies  or  general promifes  in  Scripture,  forced  by  a  Jtrong  and  ablive fancy 
to  the  narrow  fenfe  and  interejl  of  fome  private  times  and  occafions.  Many 
fuch  kinde  of  ligns  there  are ,  wch  (becaufe  I  intend  not  to  feed  curi- 
olity,  but  to  ftarveit)  I  purpofely  omit.  2.  There  are  other  ligns  fpo- 
ken  of  (  of  better  name  and  credit )  which  we  may  ftyle  fgna  operan- 
tia ,  fuch  ligns  as  feem  to  carry  their  effects  in  the  Womb  ol  their  own 
powers  and  fufficiencies  *,  having  an  influence  upon  them  either  in  a 
moral  way  fas  the  fulnefs  of  the  iniquity  of  a  Land,  upon  the  puniihment 
thereof.]  or  an  aftive  and  phyfical ,  as  the  general  bias  and  inclination 
of  a  people,  the  precipitate  counfelsofmen  in  trull,  and  many  luch 
like  which  politick  difeourfes,  and  the  hiftory  of  times  may  belt  lead 

us  to  the  knowledge  of.  „  .  t  rJ. 

Thispremifed,  I  {ball  return  an  anfwer  to  the  queftion  propoied  in 

thefe  three  Conclufions*,  .  ,  .  .  .  „ 

Firlt,  There  are  no  fuch  figna  indicantia  tantum  of  any  changes  in  States 

and  times ,  as  mention  hath  been  made  of.  None  I  fay,  that  God  ever  ap¬ 
pointed,  or  man  may  fafely  truft  to.  A  truth  which  I  (hall  prefume 
evinc’d ,  if  1  can  degrade  Prodigies ,  Prophecies,  Heavenly  affects  from 
the  honour  of  being  Gods  ligns.  Of  all  which  I  doubt  not  to  fay 
that  men  may  call  upon  their  own  fancies  to  divine  unto  them,  and 
pleafe  themlelves  in  the  vilions  of  their  own  heads ;  but  neither  Scii- 
pture  nor  folid  reafon  warrant  us  now  to  receive  any  or  the  wltances 
mentioned ,  as  Gods  tokens  of  fome  great  plague,  or  mighty  changes 

in  a  State*  fuddenly  to  enfue.  _  ,  .  r  . 

Firtt  therefore  I  alfert  Prodigies  to  be  none  of  Gods  deiigned  to- 
kens.  The  credit  of  this  affertion  I  fliall  truft  folely  with  the  evidence 
of  the  precedent  difeourfe  :  adding  here  onely,  (  becaufe  they  are 
pretended  the  warnings  of  heaven  )  that  it  is  not  at  all  likely,  that 
thofe  men  which  will  not  be  warned  by  thofe  great  examples  ol  di¬ 
vine  Juftice  extant  in  Sacred  Writ ,  (  in  which  they  may  fee  them- 
felves  executed ineffigie)  would  ever  learn  wifdom  from  Prodigies , 
and  thofe  attefted  generally,  but  upon  the  faith  of  two  or  three  igno¬ 
rant  fpe&atours  :  nor  can  it  reasonably  be  prefumed  that  thole 
(Iron?  holds  in  the  hearts  of  men,  ufually  impregnable  to  all  the  bat¬ 
teries  of  fermons  and  afflictions,  fliould  ever  yeeld  upon  the  fum- 
mons  of  any  fuch  fuppofed  warning  pieces  (whole  bullets  fly  10  much 
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judgement.  So  that  as  good  men  need  no  fuch  warnings,  fo  bad  ones 
do  not  defervethem ,  lb  little  ufe  would  they  in  all  probability  make 
of  them,  if  they  were  afforded.  More  fober  therefore  ,  andadvi- 
fed  the  Doctrine  couch’d  in  thofe  Ethnick  fables,  in  which  the  Po¬ 
ets  feign  Nemefis  (Divine  Vengeance  )  the  Daughter  of  Occanus  and 
Mox ,  the  llrange  viciflitude  and  revolution  of  affairs  in  this  work, 
and  the  dark  and  infcrutable  counfels  of  heaven;  and  the  Parc a  to 
have  had  their  habitation  in  a  deep  cave,  whence  they  oft  iffued  forth 
fuddenly  upon  the  fecure  and  unwary  world. 

2.  Vulgar  Prophecies  are  not  to  be  received  as  any  figns  of  future  times . 

It  was  the  Opinion  of  fome  of  the  fews,  and  moil  of  the  Gentile  Phi- 
lo  fop  hers  of  old ,  that  the  foul  came  down  into  the  body *  pregnant 
With  a  fj&vnm,  ,  a  prophetick  and  prognoflick 

power,  which  it  could  here  not  exert  and  feel,  being  now  blinie  and  deject .  urac. 
unable  to  fee  afar  off,  becaufe  of  a  veil  of  flefli  and  a  thick  mill  of  fan- 
tafms  call  before  its  eye  in  this  embodied  Hate  .  A  Do&rine ,  which 
the  carriage  and  demeanour  of  the  foul ,  while  a  prifoner  to  its  own 
houfe,  feemsa  little  to  encourage;  for  as  the  bulb  in  the  fable  ,  ha¬ 
ving  fuftained  a  great  lofs  of  cloth ,  llands  ever  fince  by  the  high¬ 
way  and  catcheth  hold  of  every  mans  clothes,  in  hopes  to  repair  its 
own  Ioffes ;  fo  the  fouls  of  men  feem  to  exprefs  a  tacit  fenfe  of  a 
great  lofs  in  regard  of  the  knowledge  of  things  future ,  in  that  they 
Hand  (  as  were)  in  triviis,  and  hallily  catch  at  any  pretending  Pro¬ 
phecy  and  lhadow  of  Divination  :  and  indeed  1  have  nothing  ( in  this 
matter  )  more  to  accufe  my  own  Hation  then  others  of ,  it  being  an  ar¬ 
gument  of  the  blindnefs  of  moll  ages  and  Nations*  that  they  readily 
iwallow  down  fuch  flies  as  thefe,  when  tendred  to  them. 

This  branch  of  fuperllition  not  dropping  much  upon  our  grounds, 
it  may  fufflee  to  llrike  at  it  but  with  this  one  conlideration :  Such  Pro¬ 
phecies  evidently  appear  no  figne  of  the  times ,  becaufe  not  coming  forth  jrom 
God  who  alone  liable  to  declare  the  end  from  the  beginning:  *  Forthey 
are  often  found  ( like  lines  drawn  by  no  rule)  to  crois  and  thwart 
one  another;  *  they  are  generally  obferved  toabufe  mens  minds 
with  vain  hopes  and  pannick  fears;  *  the  flyle  they  are  generally  de¬ 
livered  in  wears  the  Devils  livCry ,  being  lull  of  darknefs  and  per¬ 
plexity.  *  They  engage  the  minde  to  attend  to  hurtfull  curiohties* 
and  difficult  impertinencies;  '  they  are  not  all  lev  eUed  (  what  was 
noted  of  old  of  all  the  Devils  predictions  )  tUo  cmspo$bjj,  >y  Ongen  ,1.7* 
uf  zZnKtAv  j'/bpSryw  ^  dv^pd>7Tt»)v ,  to  the  bettering  and  corre-  contr,  Gelf. 
6tion  of  mens  lives  and  manners.  *  God  is  never  own’d  in  them  as  p.  355. 
the  Authour  of  the  evils  foretold*  nor  repentance  as  the  remedy; 

*  the  perfons  which  deliver  them  are  generally  very  ignorant,  viti- 
ous,  or  hypochondriacal ;  *  they  frequently  betray  men  (by  fame 
dotibtfull  exprelfion  )  to  the  evils  they  feem  to  warn  them  or  ^  they 
come  forth  commonly  and  are  moll  attended  to ,  in  times  ol  action 

and  expectation.  ,  ,  f  4  .  c  a  c 

The  Devil  then  mud  be  acknowledged  the  Authour  01  molt  or 
thefe  vulgar  Prophecies ;  and  will  any  man  that  ownsChrm  tor  his 
Prophet,  receive  the  Devil  for  his  Oracle  ?  or  when  he  is  lick  ot  the 
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prefent  times,  go  to  the  God  of  Eh^ron  ("by  attending  to  any  fuch  Pro¬ 
phecies  )  for  quiet  and  refolution  ?  Shall  we  value  our  faith  at  fo 
cheap  a  rate  ,  as  to  cruft  it  with  the  Oracles  of  the  Father  of  lies  ? 
Can  the  Devil  be  prelumed  able  to  give  us  true  tefolutions  to  any 
quellions  de  Futuro?  (  did  God  ever  make  him  of  his  counfeL  or  de¬ 
liver  times  and  feaions  into  his  power?)  or  willing  ( if  able)  to  do 
it  with  any  fair  and  fingle  purpofes  and  intentions  ?  Have  the  beams 
of  the  Sun  of  Righteoujncfs  put  out  all  the  fires  on  his  Altars,  the 
glory  and  power  of  the  Divine  Oracles  and  miracles,  fpoiled  his 
great  trade  of  Oracles  and  lying  wonders ,  andfhall  our  eafinels  and 
vanity  encourage  him  to  drive  this  more  fecret  and  little  trade  of 
Prodigies  and  Prophecies  ? 

3.  We  are  next  in  the  third  place,  to  evince  the  various  afpetfs  of 
heaven ,  no  intended  figns  of  times  j  but  becaufe  the  contrary  events 
of  things,  dofo  often  mafe,  or  prove  the  Diviners  by  them,  mad-3  and 
becaufe  the  greatell  and  moll  wonderfull  change  in  State,  that  ever 
happened  (  by  the  reftauration  of  His  Ma  jelly  in  peace  and  honour) 
was  not  fo  much  as  dreamed  of  by  all  the  Privy  Coun fellers  to  the 
liars  ;  and  for  that  my  work  hath  been  lately  to  happily  taken  out 
of my  hand,  and  the  fubjedl  lcaicecomes  within  the  luburbs  of  my 
prefent  Argument;  I  fhall  pais  this  third  particular  :  though  con¬ 
ceiving  the  interpofal  thereof  neceflary ,  to  ferve  the  order  and  me¬ 
thod  ot  the  Readers  thoughts  and  meditations  in  this  matter. 

As  for  the  Arguments  drawn  from  thofe  fear  full  fights  and  great 
figns  \rom  heaven  y  mentioned  Luke  21.  11.  precedent  to  the  deilru- 
dtion  of  5 ferufalem  and  the  Jewifh  polity ;  to  encourage  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  any  fuch  figns  of  times  now  ,  or  the  advancement  of  Prodi¬ 
gies  into  the  repute  of  any  divine  Monitors ,  they  will  appear  to  be 
greatly  inconfequent,  if  we  conlider, 

1.  All  thofe  accidents  were  foretold  and  particularly  appointed  by  God 
as  figns.  Particularly,  the  opening  of  the  gates  of  the  temple  (fome 
time  before  its  defolation)  of  their  own  accord,  though  of  fuch 
maflfy  brafs,  that  they  could  not  befhutor  opened  (  if  we  credit 
fofephus )  without  the  twilled  llrength  of  twenty  men,  and  though 
lecured  with  great  bars  of  iron,  is  thought  by  fome  learned  Jew- 
ilh  andChrillian  Expofitours,  theaccomplifhment  of  the  prophecy 
of  Zechariah  3  chap,  u.verf.  1.  Open  thy  doors ,  0  Lebanon ,  that  the  fire 
may  devour  thy  cedars ;  Where  by  Lebanon^  they  underlland  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  built  efpecially  of  the  cedars  there  growing,  as  it  is  eife where  in 
the  Prophets >  ufea  to  lignifie.  And  Munfier  upon  the  place  tells  us 
that  one  of  the  Jewilh  Dodlours  upon  occafion  thereof,  thus  rebukes 
the  Temple,  Ego  cognofco  immineretui  defolationem ,  juxta  vaticinium 
Zecharia ,  qui  dixit ,  Aperi  Libane  portas  tuas.  But  what  pattentcan  be 
fhewed  from  the  Book  of  God,  whereby  any,  much  lefs  all,  the 
forementioned  Prodigies,  hold  the  place  and  honour  of  Divine 
figns  ? 

2.  The  miferies  foretold  by  thofe  figns ,  were  great  without  example ,  5P0- 
fephus  calls  them  evils  trnuekxv  worthy  of  fome  figns.  They 
came  not  forth  as  the  Heraulds  of  fome  petty  war  >  or  to  precede 

the 
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the  funerals  of  fome  great  Perfonage*  but  (as  it  is  called  )  a  great 
tribulation ,  fuch  as  was  not  fince  the  world  began  nor  ever  Jhallbe 3 
Exemplo'que  carens ,  i?  nulli  cognim  cevo 
Lucius  er  at. 

5.  The  dcjlrutfion  of  $ erufalem  was  a  type  and  picture  of  the  final  de- 
ftruftion  of  the  world.  And  therefore  fit  it  was  that  the  terroursof 
the  latter,  fhould  be  a  little  pattern’d  and  fhadoWed  out  in  the  fear- 
full  fights  and  Prodigies  attending  the  former  >  befides.the  confter- 
'  nations  of  foul,  and  failings  of  heart  which  thefe  foregoing  figns 
wrought  in  fome  men,  before  th e  decree  brafe  forth ,  rnadethede- 
ftru&ion  of  erufalem  (in  all  the  circumftances  thereof)  the  more 
lively  type  notonelyof  the  terroursof  the  laft  judgement,  but  of 
thofe  horrours  and  finkings  of  ipirit  in  bad  men  which  fhall  go  be¬ 
fore  it.  . 

4.  Our  Bleffed  Saviours  extraordinary  prediction  of  thofe  Prodigies  as 

his  figns  to  that  generation  >  feems  rather  to  afiure  than  not  intended  the 
common  fore-runners  of  any  great  plagues  and  wars >  and  that  no  good 
crifis  can  be  ordinarily  made  of  th^  future  condition  of  a  Hate  by 
a  regard  to  any  fuch  in  themfelves  doubtfull  and  unfaithfull  indi¬ 
cations.  For  what  need  of  predictions,  if  thefe  figns  were  to  fall  out 
by  a  kind  of  common  rule  and  law  of  providence?  and  how  unne- 
ceffary  had  it  been  to  appoint  fuch  accidents  for  figns  of  evif  which 
draw  after  them  a  [cries  of  evils  with  fo  great  a  conftancy,  that  they 
feem  (without  a  Prophetj  to  appoint  themfelves  the  figns  of  the 
times?  ‘ 

5.  The  condition  of  thofe  times  feem9  d  efpecially  to  require  fome  fuch  figns, 

Fon  1.  They  ferv’d  thenasmercifull  warnings  to  Chrifts  followers;  M  , 

to  haften  their  efcape  from  that houfe (that  Cityjwhich  was  ready  to  ^  '* 

fall  upon  them  and  involve  them  in  its  ruins,  z-  The  Jews  requir’d 
figns  from  heaven,  and  God  would  not  be  Wanting  to  any  probable 
means  and  motives  of  their  repentance.  3.  Thejewifh  oeconomy 
commenc’d  in  fearfull  fights  at  mount  Sinai,  and  great  figns  from 
heaven  ;  and  fit  it  was  its  conclufion  fhould  fomewhat  refem- 
ble  the  folemnity  of  its  beginning.  4.  The  many  figns  given  by  our 
Saviour ferv’d  gradually  to  wean  the  hearts  of  his  followers  from 
Hierujalem  (once  the  light  of  their eyes)  of  whofe  determin’d  defla¬ 
tion,  thefe  gave  them  fuch  full  and  repeated  affurances. 

Secondly,  LLe  cannot  receive  any  Signa  Operantia  ,  as  the  faithful l  and  Concluf.  2. 
unquestionable  intelligencers  of  the  condition  of  fucceeding  times  *  as  the 

unqueftionable  intelligencers,  Ifay,  and  that, 

1.  Becaufe  God  often  aftsfccondary  Agents  to  feerct  and  unknown  ends. 

He  a<5ts  fometimes  without,  butufually  beyond  them,  and  hath  of-  ^  f0  *7> 
tentimes  ends  to  ferve  upon  their  motionsand  counfels,  which  they 
reach  no  more  then  a  beaft  doth  the  intention  of  its  Rider. 

2.  Becaufe  God  often  accomplifbeth  his  biegefl  ends  by  means  unpro - 

mifeing  and  almoft  invifible.  He  frequently  rows  his  purposes  to  har-  If.  60.  22, 
bour,  while  the  means  feem  to  look  quite  another  way  :what  isob-  1  Cor.  1.2,8. 
ferv’d  of  the  methods  of  God  in  Nature,  holds  true 'generally  mthe 
methods  of  his  Providence,  The  greateft  works  are  perform’d  by  the 
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leaftand  moll  infenfible  Agents.  We  (hall  finde  great  kingdoms 
inHillory,  commencing  (Tikeagreat  lnow-ball)  from  a  handfull, 
increafing  to  a  greatnefs  (,in  the  eye  of  fenfe)  immoveable*  and  at 
lafl  concluding  in  foyl  and  dirt.  But  eipecially  obfervable  is  this 
ufage  of  Providence  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Church, 
which  (like  Chrill  the  head  thereof;  fprings  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry 
ground ,  and  was  never  any  great  gainer  by  the  wars  and  arms  of 
Princes. 

3.  God  fomctimes  maizes  ufe  of  means  great  and  pompom  to  fome  ends 
ivcali  and  little  in  the  eye  of  fenfe.  To  what  great  actions  all  on  the  fud- 
dein,  did  he  llrengthen  the  hands  ©f  the  King  of  Sweden  ?  his  victories 
drew  the  eyes  of  the  world  upon  him,  and’twas  concluded  by  fome, 

.  that  Providence  delignM  him  the  Apocalyptic 4,  Angel  which  Ihould 
pour  out  one  of  the  Vials  upon  the  Beall,  when  behold ,  unexpectedly 
the  current  of  his  fuccelTes  runs  underground,  and  men  engag’d  to 
conclude  God  had  ends  more  fecret  and  fpiritual  to  accomplilhby 
him,  then  they  imagin’d. 

4.  God  ufually  advanceth  his  great  worlds  and  ends,  by  paufes  and  periods. 
Providence  (in  the  advancement  of  the  church)  hath  ufually  its 
fines  abruptoS'  God  in  the  works  of  Nature  doth  compendium  facer c , 

*  goe  the  nearellway  to  his  ends  *,  but  in  the  works  of  providence  he 
doth,  c ir culum  defer ib ere,  goe  about,  and  his  work  advanceth  byfuch 
flow  and  filent  progrefles  *,  that  in  the  ifliie,  it  feems  to  any  but  a 
prudent  and  fevere  obferver,  the  iflue  of  time  and  chance,  rather 
then  any  lleady  and  well  advis’d  underllanding. 

5.  God  hath  an  unknown  variety  of  means  and  methods  to  accomplijbhis 
purpofes  by.  He  works  by  any  means*  by  weak,  by  contrary,  by  none. 
He  fometimes  brings  his  greatell  ends  to  birth  by  the  midwifry  of 
Teeming  cafualties,  and  little  emergencies,  which  taken  afunderare 
weak  and  common,  but  viewed  in  confort  fpeak  excellent  art  and 
counfel:  the  obfervation  whereof  drew  forth  that  Chriftian  fpeech 
of Machiavel  in  anEthnick  drefs,  F  atorum  via  rationcs  producen - 
dorum  effeftuum,obfcuriores  funt  queimut  ci  nobis  intelligi  queant.  Upon 
thefe  and  many  more  accounts  ( out  of  the  lines  of  our  prefent  Ar¬ 
gument)  the  fairell  promifes  of  thefe  aClive  figns,  may  quickly  prove 
lies  to  us  and  abufe  our  trull.  As  for  that  Moral  fignef  fomucntalkc 
of  \_The  fulnefs  of  the  iniquity  of  a  land’]  ’tis  to  intrude  into  Gods  coun¬ 
sels  to  determine  when  it  is*  the  Ephah  Hands  by  him  alone,  and  he 
onely  knows  how  near  it  is  to  filling. 

But  poflibly,  it  will  here  be  objected  in  the  words  of  $ob,  JV\y 
feeing  times  arc  not  hidden  from  the  Almighty,  doe  they  that  {now  him,  not 
fee  his  days  ?  i.  e.  why  at  leall  doe  not  wife  and  good  men  (llyl’d  the 
perfons  which  hnow  God3  in  Scripture )  fee  the  times  of  great  mercies 
or  judgements  (ufually  call’d  Gods  days t  as  was  noted  before)  when 
as  yet  at  diilance,and  approaching  ?  f  ■ 

Ianfwer,  Even  good  men  (like  men  in  a  miflj though  they  can 
fee  their  way,  yet  cannot  fee  far  before  them  for  very  good  reafons. 
j  That  fo  the  knowledge  of  the  good  or  evil  of  the  time  to  come, 

might  not  dillurb  the  duty  of  the  time  prefent.  2.  The  knowledge^ 

ol 
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of  Gods  counfels  is  the  prerogative  onely  of  our  Saviour,  He  is 
moni,  the  great  numberer  of  fecrets,  Dan.  8.15.  It  is  honour  great 
enough  for  us  to  b efilii  thalami  to  the  King  of  heaven,  he  onely  muft 
be  focius  confilii.  3.  God  will  hereby  teach  us  to  walk  by  the  rule  of  his 
word,  not  the  iffue  of  things.  4-  That  fo  we  might  honour  him  with 
a  great  faith,  following  offhim,  as  it  were,  like  Abraham,  not  know-  Heb.  11. 8. 
ing  whither  we  goe.  ’Tis  align  we  dare  venture  our  felves  with  our 
Pilots  skill  and  integrity,  when  we  deep  fecurely,  not  knowing  par¬ 
ticularly  what  courfe  he  fleers.  $.  That  fo,  not  knowing  in  what 
time  or  manner,  our  M after  will  come  unto  us 3  we  might  be  always  watch-  Mar,  13.  3  J. 
ing.  6.  It  is  a  curious  and  unneceffary  knowledge.  God  hathfo 
appointed  it,  that  ad.  minimi  neceffaria  minimum  lucU  acciperemus.  Scri¬ 
pture  acquaints  us  not  with  the  figures  of  our  Saviours  perfon,  nor 
the  ufages  of  his  life  before  his  publick  miniflry ,  nor  the  me¬ 
thods  otthe  Divine  Decrees,  nor  the  orders  of  the  Angelical  hie¬ 
rarchy,  and  multitudes  of  queftions  referring  to  the  future  Hate,  and 
the  accomplifhtnent  of  Prophecies,  it  remits  to  the  folution  of  our 
great  Elias  at  his  fecond  coming.  God  is  plea  fed  to  recommend  to 
us  the  plainnefs  of  his  precepts  which  we  mull  know,  by  the  oblcu- 
rity  of  his  Providences  which  we  need  not }  fo  unneceffary  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  things  future,  that  fome  of  the  Ancients  conceive ,  that 
therefore  God  gave  the  People  of  the  J  ews  their  Oracles  and  Pro¬ 
phets  which  were  to  inform  them  even  in  matters  of  a  worldly  con¬ 
cern  [as  the  fuccefs  of  a  battel,  recovery  from  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  the 
condition  of  other  kingdoms  in  after  times,  &c.]  becaufe  elfe  in  all 
likelyhood  they  would  have  apoflatiz’d  from  the  true  God  to  the  .  c 
rites  of  the  Gentiles  [who  had  their  Oracles  .  Auguries,  Diviners ,  p1 {P\  '  ' 
Soothfayers']  ter  asfjnc  dv  f  e*mm  afea  tI>jj  yvacnv  KtyvAcu  rfyf  ^  *i  ‘ 

I nxAfav  being  prompted  thereunto  by  that  natural  liquo- 

roufnefs  in  the  minds  of  men  after  the  knowledge  of  things  wrapt  P-  11 3* 
up  in  futurity.  So  unneceffary  did  our  Saviour  teem  to  judge  this  Iy* 
knowledge,  that  his  prophecies  ( if  all  put  together )  would  not  much  1 4  >  rf  • 
exceed  the  writings  oftheleall  of  the  minor  Prophets,  though  him- 
felf  the  Great  Prophet  of  his  Church. 

Thirdly,  There  are  fome  effective  figns  of  Events,  upon  a  view  whereof  Conclui.3, 
a  very  probable  judgement  may  be  fometimes  made  by  a  wife  perfon  of  the 
iffue  of  affairs.  Sometimes  indeed  fecond  caufes,  which  feem  moll 
pregnant  with  fuch  effefts,  (hall  have  mifearrying  wombs,  and  all 
the  oioi's/udju  (in  the  phrafe  of  the  Philofopker )  the  moll 

probable  counfels  of  the  great  Or  acles  of  (late,  which  own  no  provi¬ 
dence  nor  power  Superiour  to  their  own,  (hall  be  turned  into  foolijh- 
nefs,  to  give  the  world  arguments  of  a  Divine  providence  concern’d 
in  the  affairs  of  men.  But  yet  oft  times  God  permits  things  fas  trees 
doe)  to  fall  that  way  to  which  ( in  the  judgement  of  prudence)  they 
feem  to  incline  •  that  fo,  humane  forelight  and  prudence  (the  image 
ofProvidence)  may  appear  valuable  tomen,  and  the  wile  manand 
the  fool  may  not  be  thought  to  Hand  upon  a  level,  and  all  things  to 

run  upon  a  die.  . 

Itis  a  pregnant  argument  that  wifdom  was  never  very  frr.nily  to 
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the  Worlds  that  it  hath  beenfo  prone  in  all  times  to  receive  pretended 
divination  and  preicience>  with  more  facred  regards  then  laws  and 
wife  men  ;  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  hive  given  the  glory  of  the  gift 
thereof  to  the  Weakeft  underflandings.  Madmen,  Ferfons  transported, 
by  the  heats  oj  afeaver*  their  prophets  when  in  a  fury  j  Star-gazers,  Fortune¬ 
tellers,  Women,  (for  fuch  were  the  Sibylline  Oracles  deliver’d  by) 
critical  obfervers  of  omens  andprodigies >  perfons  that  declaim  hotly  againjt 
fwhat  they  underftand  not)  humane  learning,  and  fuch  as  (like  old 
men)  fee  and  know  leal!  of  things  near  and  prefent,  have  been 
often  thought  to  fee  things  at  fome  diftance  and  in  futurity,  molt 
exactly  anddiftin&ly. 

But  we  {hall  finde  God  in  Scripture  fo  far  fecuring  the  honour  of 
true  Divination ,  as  to  confer  the  gift  thereof  (generally)  upon 
mem  and  thofe  of  a  pious  and  learned  education^  and  all  the  ftiadows 
thereof  which  may  be  yet  found  in  the  world  Solomon  tells  us  dwell 
in  a  wife  and  underftanding  Soul  [Prov.  22.3.  A  prudent  man  fore¬ 
teeth  the  evil,  and  hideth  htmfelf  j  and  that  not  by  confulting  of  Pro¬ 
digies,  but  obferving  the  feeds  and  caufes  in  which  it  lies  hid.]  As 
all  other  gifts  and  abilities,  once  miraculous  and  extra  ordinary  ^  thofe 
of  healing,  of  [peaking  with  tongues %  of  interpreting  the  Scriptures j  of  dif- 
cerning  of  Spirits*  fo  this  alfo  of  forefeeing  events  future  (io  far  as 
they  remain  yet  in  the  worlds  are  referv’d  folely  as  the  reward  and 
honour  of  the  diligent,  obfervant,  and  underftanding  perfon. 

To  difmifsthis  particular:  Times  and  Seafons  are  efpecially  referv  d 
in  Gods  power ,  and  ’tis  our  wifdom  to  ftudy  rather  how  We  may 
redeem  the  prefent  time*  then  underftand  the  future.  As  for  that 
threed-bare  Argument  therefore  ( Signs  of  future  times)  I  could  wifti 
it  might  be  worn  no  longer  in  writings  and  difeourfes,  not  onely  be- 
caufe  things  Chew  of  colour,  but  according  to  the  light  men  ftand  im 
but  becaufe  the  men  whom  they  are  deligned  to  deterr  from  any 
courfeoffin,  ftartatthem  poflibly  at  firft,  fas  birds  doe  at  the  ima¬ 
ges  of  a  man  in  the  fields)  but  afterward  fit  down  upon  them  and 
negleftthem,  perceiving  (in  the  iflue  of  thingsj  that  they  are  de- 
voyd  of  [life  and  motion]  truth  and  certainty :  and  fo  thefe  falle 
fears  in  religion  may  chance  to  diferedit  the  true,  as  the  adventitious 
heat  in  bodies  oft-tfinesfiipplants  and  betrays  the  natural :  befides, 
all  fuch  figns  of  times  doe  but  tender  the  fhort  and  narrow  thoughts 
of  man,  as  the  ftandard  of  Gods :  and  tend  to  detain  peoplealways 
in  a  gazing  and  expecting  pofture,  fo  that  they  compofe  not  to  the 
work  and  duty  of  the  day.  And  to  encourage  ralh  and  unwarranta¬ 
ble  purpofes,  and  therefore  perhaps  the  wifdom  of  the  State  may  in 
time  fee  reafon  to  interdict  the  publication  of  prodigies  and  Aftro- 
logical  predictions,  under  as  fevere  a  penalty  as  it  hath  old  prophe¬ 
cies  3  all  being  but  the  ignesfatui  leading  to  the  boggsof  feditiom 
byamuzingmenwitha  falfe  light,  (the  pretended  knowledge  of 
the  figns  and  ftate  of  future  times. ) 
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CHAP.  VI.: 

Concerning  Prodigies  Pend. 


HAving  thus  ( in  a  method  as  much  required  to  the  rules  of  Lo- 
gick,  as  the  uncertain  and  doubtfull  colour  and  condition  of  the 
Subject  would  allow)  difcourfed  the  firft  part  of  my  Argument, 

[  Prodigies  Barely  fignal  ]  that  which  the  order  propos’d  lays  next 

before  us,  is  the  conlideration  of  Prodigies  penal.  By  which  I  under- 

Hand  [  poznarum  monftra]  judgements  ofanunufual  make  and  more 

dreadfull  afpe£t  Now  thefe  are  either  Perfonal,  befalling  fome 

particular  members  of  the  common  body,  who  ( toufe  thefignifi- 

cant  language  of  Scripture  )  hjfup  not  died  the  common  death  of  all  men.  Numb,  if*  1 

nor  been  vifited  after  the  vifitation  of  all  men ;  or  Rational ,  when  the  24. 

whole  body  of  a  Nation,  or  the  greater  part  thereof,  is  fmitten  with 

a  rod  of  an  unufual  fize.  Thefe  alfo  may  eafily  be  conceived  by 

men  as  a  kinde  of  hand  out  of  the  clouds  to  write  Te^el  upon  perfons 

or  caufes  diftaftfull  to  themfelves,  and  therefore  I  (hall  fas  I  canj 

direct  to  a  fober  notion  concerning  them  both  in  thefe  five  Con- 

clufions.  i  • 


sect.  1. 

Prodigies  Pend  bow  to  be  interpreted. 

•  *  -  -  "  ^  ..  ..  r  .  '  -  •  ^  .  x  •  ■  <  f  j  -  ‘  r  *  ■  *  «  • 

Two  conclufions  here  laid  down  to  dircft  to  a  right  notion  in  reference  to 
judgements  extraordinary ,  Thefe  without  other  proof,  no  fafe  jigns  of  the 
extraordinary  finfulnefs  ofPerfons.  Men  apt  to  thinly  them  fo  and  why . 
R or  yet  of  caufes  :  proved  by  fever al  confi derations.  Eminent  judge¬ 
ments  upon  eminent  [inner s  to  be  greatly  heeded .  A  judgement  fignal  and 
remarkable  in  three  cafes  efpecially,  Two  mi f carriages  to  be  avoided  in 
the  obfervationof  the  punifhments  upon  our  Reighbour . 


OUr  firft  Conclufion  is  this.  Judgements  Extraordinary ,  are  not  Concluf.  1  * 
(without  further  evidence )  concluding  Arguments  of  the  extraordinary 
finfulnefs  of  Perfons  or  caufes . 

Firft,  Rot  of  the  extraordinary  finfulnefs  of  Perfons.  Men  are  gene¬ 
rally  prone  to  finde  their  own  vertues  in  F ortunce  blanditiis  (to  weigh 
their  own  merits  at  the  falfe  beam  of  outward  hillings  and  fuccef- 
fes  )  and  their  brothers  faults  in  Parcarum  tabulis ,  the  fad  deftinies 
and  evils  which  lie  upon  his  lot.  friends  judged  the  dimenfions 
of  his  iniquity  by  the  (hadow  of  the  fufferings  which  were  laid  upon 
him,  and  concluded  the  former  great  becaufe  the  latter  werefo.  i.t 
Skimei  concluded  David  to  be  a  man  of  bloud,  becaufe  evil  was  raifed  J0D  2<  v 
up  to  him  out  of  his  own  houfe ,  1  Sam.  1  $ .  8.  The  Difciples  that  the  man 
or  his  parents  had  greatly  finned  becaufe  he  was  born  blinde,  Joh.  9. 


$<5  Concerning  Prodigies  Penal,  •  S.e£t,i# 

i.,  3.  The  Barbarians  y  that  the  Apoflle  was  deeply  indebted  to  di¬ 
vine  Juftice',  when  his  hand  was  arrefled  by  the  viper ,  Ads  28. 4. 
The  Difciples  that  thofe  were  the  greateil  Tinners  in  5 ferufalem  upon 
whom  thetowreof .SHodtn.'ix\\,  alid  became  both  their  monument 
Vid.Cafaub.  and  executioner,  Luke  13.4.  Thus  among  the  Heathens  of  old,  if  a 
in  Perf.  perfon  were  ftmok  dead  by  lightning ,  they  prefently  conceive^  his 

Sat.  2.  jzjirnes  as  black  as  his  Tmitten  body  »  and  look’d  upon  him  as  judged 

by  heaven  it  felf,  good  for  nothing  but  to  make  an  example  of tb 
£>ulm  chara  'the  relief:  mem  And  the  Oratour  vainly  inferr’d  God  had  no  great 
Viis  immor-  love  for  his  children  of  old  (the  Jewiih  Nation  )  becaufe .  he  fe- 
taliBus  ejfet  verely  corrected ithem  fo  often.  And  many  amongft  our  felves ,  if 
[Gens  Juda-  the  fire  of  God  fall  and  confume  their  neighbours  dwelling,  if  he 
mum]  docuit  fill  mot  up  the  number  of  his  days  >  nor  be  gathered  to.  his  grave  an  peace, 
q.i&dcft'viffu,  a  re -apt  to  ha  lien 'to  a  rath  fentetree,  and  to  write  in  his  allies,  [F  or. 
quod  (locator-  {a^nofOod^-'^.V.  -r,  f-  •  .  V  .  J 

quod  fervata  1  Now  tudiihalty conceits  as  thefe,  rue  up  in  our  minds,  partly 
toxics.  Or  'from  a  peafantly  notion  of  good  and  evil  in  us ,  we  are  apt  to  over- 
pr ,  pje  *  rate ’OUr  bodies  and  ettates,  and  then  to  eftimate  the  favour  of  God 
by  the  references  and  afpeds  his  Providences  bear  towards  them. 
Bellies  we  conclude  ( the  great  rule  of  juftice  being  this,  that  all 
punilbments  be  adjufted  to  the  merits  of  the  perfon  )  that  all  pu- 
nilhments  extraordinary,  are  the  moll  proper  indications  of  a  corre- 
fpondent  guilt. 

Whereas  Gods  diflributions  of  rewards  and  punifliments  in  this 
life ,  are  not  directed  by  any  of  our  fhort  and  lcanty  maxims  and 
notions.  He  often  puts  that  metall into  the  hotteft  fire,  which  he  in- 
tends  fhall  bear  hisown  image  in  molt  lively  figures.  He  hath  pri- 
viledged  his  fervants  from  fome  fin  ,  but  from  no  punifhment.  Jo- 
Eccles  8, 14.  fiah  may  fall  in  a  battel,  U\\ah  be  fuddenly  fmitten  for  an  errour  of 
chap.  9.  1,  2.  love  and  zeal,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  be  bound  by  Satan  3  a  Job  de¬ 
livered  to  the  power  of  Satan  both  in  body  and  efiate.  A  perfon  may 
Levir.  1  ?,  £.  ( like  the  leper  under  the  law  .)  be  fmitten  with  a  very  black  and 
dark  plague  and  yet  be  pronounced  clean  before  men.  Look  as  in 
fome  Px-odigies  fignal  ,  things  Teem  fo  delivered  to  the  powers  and 
forces  of  fecondary  Agents,  that  the  world  appears  but  a  kindeof 
great  Engine  moved  folely  by  certain  weights  and  lprings  within  it 
ielf,  and  all  effects  refolvable  into  bare  and  Angle  Nature,  fo  in  Pro- 
digies  penal }G ods  arrows  feem  fo  to  fly  by  dark,and  heavy  plagues  to 
fall  with  fo  little  choice  and  diftindion,  that  the  world  feems  a  great 
lottery,  and  time  and  chance  to  happen  to  all  events  and  perfons.  God 
(perhaps  intending  this  cryptick  management  of  affairs,  asakinde 
of  Divine  tentation,  to  prove  whether  webefuch  meninunder- 
fhnding  as  to  fland  by  the  dodrine  of  a  Providence ,  while  the  ne- 
eeffity,  power ,  and  wifdom  thereof  are  rendred  fo  much  to  difpute  . 
by  the  great  appearances  of  Nature  and  Fortune,  and  whether  we 
be  quick-fighted  enough  to  difeover  that  the  living  creatures  have  the 
Ezek.i.  8.  hands  of  a  man,  though  half  hidden  under  the  coxert  of  their  wings  t 
that  all  caufes  and  events  are  managed  by  a  hand  of  Wifdom  and 
reafon  ,  though  they  may  feem  to  fly  at  random ,  to  our  firft  and 
snore  unwary  thoughts,  ‘  Excel- 
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Concerning  Prodigies  Penal 


Excellent  therefore  the  advice  of  Solomon  L  who. having  tolch us 
that  there  k  a  juft  man  who  perijheth  in  hk  righteoufne  ft ,  and  a  wic.fed  Eccles  7,15% 
man  that  prolongeth  hk  life  in  hk  wic^ednefs ,  thusdiredls  in  the  follow-^ 
ing  Words  [  Be  not  righteous  over-much,  neither  mouthy  j elf  over-wife J 
i.  e.  Do  not  in  thy  fond  thoughts  acquit  thy  lelf  more  righteous 
then  the  perfon  upon  whom  thou  fee.lt  .fuch  a  judgement  fall;  nei¬ 
ther  mahc  thy  (elf  over-wife  by  arrogating  an  underltanding.fufficient 
to  expound  this  riddle  of  Providence  [  Gods  dealing  out  fuqh  hard 
meafure  to  fuch  a  perfon  ]  It  is  a  ralhnefs  to  fay  the  tree  was  rotten, 
becaufe  we  fee  it  blafted.  If  it  be  but  AvSpamv©-  (  in  the 

phrafe  of  the  Apoftle  )  fuch  an  aifli&ion  as  fome  man  hath  fuffered,  I  Cor.  10. 
and  any  may ,  let  us  not  by  any  cenforious  fpeeches  poifon  our  bro-£ 
thers  wounds  ,  which  call  for  the  oylof  our  comforts  and  prayers; 

When  we  read  that  Antioch  (where  the  Difciple$  were  firft  called 
Chriftians  )  and  the  Churches  of  the  Colojfeans  and  Laodicea  (.  to 
which  the  Holy  Ghoft  directed  particular  letters 'by  the  hands  of 
S.Paul3  and  S  .John)  perilhed  by  an  earthquake ;  of  Godsforfa- 
king  the  Levantine  Churches  ,  of  the  Teas  fudden  breaking  ofitsfandy 
girdle,  and  overwhelming  Cities  or  Countreys ,  of  the  many  thoud 
lands  which  perifihed  upon  the  fecond  terrible  eruption  of  fire  from 
naount  Vefuviu*’,  o  r  the  like  judgements  great  enough  far  an  Epocha,  Anno  i6p* 
we  are  not  to  afflict  their  naileries,  by  charging  a  greater  guilt  upon 
their  perfons  and  memories  then  on  other  men ;  but  rather  C  with 
the  Apoftle)  Stand  and  behold  the  [everity  of  God  upon  them  which  fcll3 
and  adore  his  goodnefs  to  us  who  are  not  thus  furprifed  in  our  wicked- 
nefs,  orvilited  with  fome  ftrange  affliction  which  might  make  us  in¬ 
famous  as  wellasmiferable,  and  encourage  uncharitable  men  to  clap  Job  27.  25, 
their  hands  at  us,  and  to  hifs  m  out  of  our  places. 

Secondly,  Neither  are  any  fuch  extraordinary  judgements  (indefti- 
tution  of  any  other  evidence  )  to  be  received  cos  conclufive  arguments  of 
the  finfulnejsof  caufes  (civil  or  [acred. )  Do&rines  and  caufes  change 
colour  and  appearance  in  the  eye  of  the  multitude,  according  as  hea¬ 
ven  fhines  more  or  lefs  upon  them  by  fuccefles.  Our  hiftories  make 
mention  of  a  very  hot  conteft  about  the  marriage  of  Priefts,  whe¬ 
ther  were  more  acceptable  with  God,  they  which  vowed  Angle  The  Late 
life,  or  they  which  were  married.  At  lalt  the  Contenders’  agreed  to  Church  Hift . 
remit  the  controverfy  to  thedebate  ofa  Synod,  where  they  which  1.  2.p,  1$$, 
afierted  the  marriage  of  Priefts  j  placed*  themfelves  on  one  fide  of 
the  room,  and  they  which  appear’d  againft  it,  on  the  other:  and 
fo  it  happened  that  the  fide  of  the  houley  whereon  the  defendants  of 
the  marriage  of  Clergy-men  fat ,  fell  down,-  apdmany  of  them  were  • 
hurt,  and  many  left  their  lives.  Which  accident  Was  confirmed  Gods 
determination  in  the  dispute ,  and  received  as- a  fig  he  that  he  was 
better  pleafed  with  thofe  which  vowed  Angle  life  ;  and  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  their  adverfaries  were -hereby '  long  after  knock’d  athead, 
as  well  as  themfelves.  Baronius  ( to  infer  the  piety  of  that  paiment)  In  Annal. 
takes  notice  .trhat  the  Church  of  England  was  even  overfpread  with  circa  An, 
fcfnfms.and  herehes }  fimnl  ac  dcnariim  Petri  folvere  defterunt,  asfoon  74". 
as  ever  the  people  left  off  to  pay  Peter  pence.  And  oflat e,fi  quid  bu~ 
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manitns  accident,  any  diftemper  incident  to  humanity,  have  befallen 
perfons  in  attendance  on  the  publick  Service  ,  they  nave  been  rafhly 
urged  as  caveats  from  heaven  againff  the  very  prayers.  And  thus  (in 
common  life  ^  where  men  are  at  variance,  and  fee  the  rod  of  God 
lying  upon  the  back  of  their  adverfaries,  they  are  ready  to  fay,  God 
hath  eipoufed  their  caufe  and  avenged  their  quarrel;  and  fo ,  ,  to  kill 
their  brother  with  Gods  fword  ,  and  make  him  a  party  in  all  their 
petty  quarrels  and  animofities. 

Againff  all  fuch  unclean  proofs,  which  (Uke  the  Crab  )  go 
backward,  from  e  vents  to  rules,  I  otter  thefe  confiderations, 
i.  As  God  in  his  word,  hath  recorded  fome  a&ionsof  very  emi¬ 
nent  perfons  [  as  the  equivocating  of  Abraham  with  Abimelech ,  Ra¬ 
chel  her  defeating  oi  Laban  with  a  fallhood,  fome  a&ionsof  Samfon , 
&jc.  ]  not  noted  (like  the-Jewifti  Sepulchres^  with  any  vifible  figne 
of  reproof  and  ddlike,  thatfo  men  might  not  unwittingly  defile 
themfelves  by  copying  out  the  example  ( in  which  he  doth  but 
prove  ourconffancy  to  his  even  and  undoubted  precepts ,  and  try 
whether  we  have  underltanding  to  put  a  difference  between  the 
bl  ight  and  darker  fide  of  that  cloud  of  witnefj’cs  we  are  to  eye  in  our 
way  to  heaven  )  fo  alfo  in  his  providence  there  are  tentationes  diving 
i  \  God  often  blaits  the  caufe  of  truth  and  goodnefs  by  adverfe  provi¬ 
dences,  the  cloud  often  reffs  upon  the  tabernacles  of  the  Righteous^ 
the  fire  of  heaven  fometimes  ttrikes  a  religious  houfe ,  the  chief  Wit- 
neffes  of  truth  fhall  be  forc’d  to  know  themfelves  by  the  title  of 
Vi  fins  Vei  populus,  God  hereby  makes  trial  whether  we  will  believe 
the  Spirit  of  the  living  creature  to  move  in  the  wheels,  whilff  they  de- 
feribe  fuch  involv’d  and  perplex’d  circles  and  motions;  whether 
We  love  truth ’  and  vertue,  or  rather  their  fortunes  and  felicities. 
Befides,  the  divine  relation,  and  light  of  righteoufnefs  and  truth, 
never  make  fuch  clear  reports  of  themfelves,  as  when  they  break 
out  and  fhine  forth  at  laff ,  through  all  the  clouds  of  perfection 
and  herefies,  God  often  permits  them  for  a  time  to  be  obfeured 
withal}- 

V  •  Prodigious  evils  upon  its  Ad verfaries ,  is  a  plea  which  almoff 
any  caufe  is  able  to  enter  for  it  felf  at  one  time  or  other.  The  Ifrae- 
Jfttdg.  io«  10.  lites  fell  twice  before  the  Benjamites  though  engag’d  in  a  war  (  feU 
dom  unprofperous )  intended  onely  ut  vinditta  publica .  We  finde 
the  Heathens  often  mentioning  the  judgements  which  befell  the 
Vid.  ValJ  contemptores  Deorum  religionis ,  among  them.  And  Herodotus  tells 
Max.  Cap.  us  that  feveral  Barbarians  (  as  he  ffyles  them  )  adventuring  to  rulh 
de  Contempt,  rudely  upon  the  Temple  of  Minerva  y  had  the  irreligion  of  theat- 
Relig.  tempt  aveng’d  upon  them  by  a  fire  from  heaven.  An  event  to  which 
Herodot.1,8.  I*  incline  to  intitle  the  efpecial  agency  of  the  Devil  (  amongft 
G  g7.  whofe  ffranger  works  ,  the  caufing  of  fire  to  come  down  from  heaven % 

is  efpecially  inffanc’d  inRev;  i  j.  i$.  )  to  maintain  thereby  a  reve¬ 
rence  in  the  minds  of  men  to  his  altars  and  rites,  and  perhaps  to  imi¬ 
tate  the  fire  which  came  forth  from  God,  under  the  old  law ,  to  a- 
venge  the  irreverend  and. unhallowed  approaches  to  his  altars;  or 
which  fell  from  heaven  to  chaff  ife  the  rude  andviolentaddreffesof 
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the  Captains  and  their  fifties  to  a  of  God.  However  neither  of 
thefe  two  examples  ffor  ImuH  rather  croud  then  leave  out  infian¬ 
ces,  they  are  fo  many  )  will  encourage  any  man  to  acquit  the  Ben- 
j mites,  or  to  blefs  an  Idol. 

3 .  God  hath  fupply’d  us  with  more  even  and  Heady  rules  to  efii- 

mate  the  firaightnefs  or  crookednefs  of  any  caufe  by,  then  Prodigies 
penal  ,  which  an  adlive  fancy  may  eafily  tune  to  the  air  of  any  opi¬ 
nion  and  pradlice  whatfoeVer.  We  have  the  Oracles  of  God ,  the 
counfelsof  wife  and  good  men,  the  common  principles  which  ma-' 
nage  the  difeourfes  of  the  world,  the  laws  of  a  State ,  and  our  own 
exercifed  reafon,  which  is  fin  the  language  of  Plutarch  )  rfiniKu- 
Sreias  the  great  Oracle  of  truth  to  refolveusin  the  emer¬ 

gent  doubts  of  life.  And  it  is  efpecially  becaufemen  are  under  a 
quick  fenfe,  how  exadt  an  eye  is  requifite  ,to  difcernhoW  nearly  any 
of  thefe  rules  touch  the  building  (  any  caufe  or  dodtrinej  of  whofe 
evennefs  there  may  be  a  doubt*,  and  that  this  method  of  knowledge 
engageth  them  to  dig  for  understanding  s  and  requires  them  to  an 
indufirious  ufe  of  themfelves ,  in  the  acquifi  of  true  refolutions  in  a 
cafe,  and  perhaps  may  detain  themfome  time  but  in  the  place  of 
candidates  and  Probationers  for  truth,  that  they  are  fo  eafily  inclin’d 
to  attend  to  the  (fuppofed)  intimations  of  a  Revelation,  fome  ftrange 
prodigy,  or  prophecy,  a  mighty  impulfe ,  which  give  them  the  conclufi- 
on  without  tasking  them  to  a  tedious  confideration  of  the  value  of 
the  premifes,  ana  lift  them  up  into  th eTree  of  knowledge,  without 
any  induilrious  climbing  of  their  own.  But  certainly  God  who 
bade  us  buy  the  truth,  never  intended  it  ihould  be  got  upon  fuch  cheap 
and  eaiy  terms ;  men  may  fufpedt  their  wares  to  be  nought,  if  they 
coll  no  more  then  an  idle  attendance  to  fuch  fantallical  mea fures  as 
thefe  generally  are. 

4.  Gods  particular  judgements ,  as  tewthe  fpecialends  and  intend¬ 
ments  of  them  ,  are  generally  infcrutable.  Wc  c  nvnonly  fet  fo  high  a 
price  upon  our  caufes,  parties,  and  opinions,  that  we  eafily  ima¬ 
gine  ,  the  biggeit  end  ,  Gods  judgements  can  be  directed  to ,  is  the 
bearing  witneis  to  the  truth  and^  righteoufnefs  of  them.  By  which 
fancy,  we  become  akinde  of  ipiritual .  Anthropomorphits ,  fliaping 
out  a  God  like  our  felves ,  and  laying  out  the  counfels  of  heaven  by 
the  poor*  fhort,  fand  often  peeviin)  thoughts  and  models  of  a 
man.  If  we  confult  Scripture  we  ihall  feldomor  neverfindea  per- 
fononely  of  a  corrupt  judgement  in  reference  to  fome  Dodtrine  of 
religion  (if  otherwife  of  a  blamelefs  life  )  fmitten  with  any  great 
plague  from  heaven,  but  often ,  perfons  of  corrupt  and  depraved 
manners:  becaufeallthe  laws  of righteoufnefs carry  omhov 

a  demonilration  within  themfelves ,  and  Hand  in  fq  full  a*  light, 
that  ( like  the  Sun  beams  )  they  bear  tefiimony  to  themfelves. 
Whereas  matters  of  faith  and  dodtrine  appear  not  before  the  minde 
info  great  an  evidence.  Men  indeed  are  apt  to  follow  a  little  diffe¬ 
rence  of  Opinion  from  themfelves  (  in  religion  efpecially  )  with 
thick  Anathemas ,  and  quickly  to  blow  it  out  into  a  fchifm  or  herefy 
(  becaule  fuch. differences  teem  to  difpute  the  ftrength  of  their  Ar- 
*  N  3  guments) 
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guments)but  are  eafily  inclin’dyolook  upon  even  a  great  mifcarriage 
in  life,through  the  other  end  of  the  profpe&ive,  ana  to  flirink  it  to  a 
nVJ vfta  ,  a  bare  humane  infirmity ,  (Gods  honour  onely  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  that)  Whereas  on  the  other  fide,  Divine  goodnefs  makes 
a  large  allowance  for  a  well-meant  errour,  (becaufe  'the  under- 
ftanding,  like  the  eye,  cannot  fo  eafily  fee  its  own  blemifties)  but 
is  fevere  againft  even  a  littlecrime,  men  being  more  enabled  fora 
difcoveryof  that. 

_  To  fay  therefore  ,  that  Arm  (  who  in  the  manner  of  his  death 
feem’d  the  Antitype  of  his  bowels  guftiing  out  when  he 

went  to  fervetheneceffitiesof  Nature  )  proclaim’d  the  difpleafure 
See  the  Story  of  God  againft  his  doctrine*,  or  that  that  houfe  in  BUcl^-Fryers  , 
At  Urge  in  which  funk  down  under  the  weight  of  thofe  many  Pap  ills  there  af- 
Gouge  his  fembled  with  their  Prieft  to  attend  the  offices  of  their  Religion  and 
three  Arrows,  buried  them  in  its  mines,  was  Gods  warning  againft  Popery ;  or 
that  the  births  ( though  granted  monftrous  beyond  the  poffibjlities  of 
Nature)  which  Mrs  Hutchinfonzhd  Ws  Dyer  (the  two  great  Prophe- 
tefles*&  Leaders  to  the  Anabaptiftical  faction  in  Ncw-England)  were 
delivered  of,  fingled  out  their  Opinion ,- and  were  vifible  reproofs 
from  heaven  of  Anabaptifm  itfelO  is  to  interpret  the  voice  of  Gods 
rods  by  blinde  and  uncertain  ghefles,  and  to  repeat  the  vanity  of 
that  Emperour  who  Would:  fetter  thd  fea  j  for  we  hereby  deter¬ 
mine  the  large  and  deep  thoughts  of  infinite  Wifdom  by  thofe  little 
maxims,  ihort  thoughts  and  ends,  our  felves  ufually  attend  unto. 
God  never  menac’d  any  fuch  reproachfull  judgement  againft  any 
fuch  errours  as  thefe  j  in  Scripture  3  and  if  he  had  ,  if  found  in  con¬ 
junction  with  great  crimes  ,  it  may  be  more  reafonably  prefum’d, 
that  it  was  directed  rather  againft  the  wickednefs  of  the  heart  then 
the  weaknefs  of  the  head. 

If  I  would  advife  with  my  eyes  in  the  .choice  of  my  party  or  Opi¬ 
nion,  I  fhould  rather  obferve  fas  I  could)  what  parties  of  men 
are  moft  delivered  to  the  judgement  of  a  cruel  and  unquiet  fpirit,  to 
a  giddy  motion  from  one  fond  notion  to  another,  who  they  are  w  hich 
feem  moft  forfaken  of  vertue  and  true  goodnefs.  Forthele  arefpiri- 
tual  judgements,  and  fo,  more  fuitable  to  the  condition  of  that  fpi- 
ritual  Oecotiomy,  the  appearance  of  our  Saviour  hath  now  put  us 
1  Pet.  4.14,  under.  Befides,  the  Spirit  of  truth  may  (  nay,  ufually  doth  )  dwell 
with  great  fufferings ,  but  great  fins  give  fuipicion  of  its  depa  ture. 
But  even  this  alfo ,  upon  trial  will  approve  it  felf  but  the  beft  of  bad 
rules  to  proceed  by  in  the  trial  of  caufes  :  for  the  enormity  of  mens 
lives  (  like  dirty  hands  )  may  foyl  and  blemifh  the  jewel  of  a  good 
caufe^notleflen  and  fink  its  intrinfick  worth  and  value  5  and  indif- 
ferent'men  will  be  ready  to  conclude  it  a  falling  caufe  which  catch- 
eth  at  fuch  weak  and  unfaithfull  holds.  A  good  caufe  like  a  fouldier 
C  not  Well  appointed  )  receives  more  hurt  From  the  reggs  of  its 
own  rotten  armour,  then  the  bullet  of  an  Adverfiry>  ismoredif- 
parag’d  Cl  mean)  by  a  weak  and  insufficient  defence,  then  a* 
ftrong  and  fubtile  argument,  (  which  is  often  thought  to  hold  more 
of  the  pregnancy  of  the  difputant  then  the  caufe.  - 

•  ~  Secondly, 
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Secondly,  Judgements  extraordinary  overtaking  perfons,  evidently 
guilty  of  extraordinary  crimes  j  are  to  be  regarded  as  the  evidences  of 
Gods  providence ,  and  high  difpleafure  againfl  thofe  fins.  God  generally 
commits  all  fpintual  judgement  to  his" Son,  and  all  temporal  judge¬ 
ment  to  the  Magiftrate  (  who  therefore  hath  Gods  title,  and  is  laid 
to  judge  in  his  Head  )  But  fometimes  (as  Kings,  who  yet  have 
their  V ice-gerents  )  he  is  pleafed  to  lit  2s  it  were  in  open  jud  icature 
himfelf ,  and  to  correct  a  high  and  daring  crime ,  with  his  own  im¬ 
mediate  ftroke.  Which  he  doth  either  when  the  fword  of  juftice  is 
permitted  to  ruft  in  its  fcabbard ,  and  the  Magiftrate  negle&s  to  put 
open  wickednefs  tofhame,  or  when  perhaps  he  is  unable,  through 
a  want  of  knowledge  or  power  to  reach  the  criminal ;  or  in  his  to- 
talabfence,  thus  in  the  primitive  times ,  when  the  Magiftrate  (  be- 
ing  Heathen  )  thought  not  any  fin  againft  the  Gofpel,  to  be  fori  fui3  z  Cor.  ic.  6. 
he  inverted  his  publick  Minitiers  with  a  power  which  reach'd  iCor  ?•  f. 
cte'Ztov  7M  ®apx&,  to  the  affli&ion  or  dellrudfion  of  the  flefh,  upon 
bold  and  hopelefs  offenders. 

Now  thefe  judgements  extraordinary,  are  Vocal  and  Emphati- 
caL  and  call  for  our  more  ferious  notices  in  three  cafes  efpeciallyj 

j.  When  the  judgement  bears  upon  it  the  evident  pounraitures  and  fi¬ 
gures  oj  the  fin.  The  crofs  men  bear  (like  that  of  our  Saviour^)  of¬ 
ten  carries  the  infcriptioniof  the  crime  in  fuch  plain  and  legible 
characters ,  that  he  that  runs  may  read  it.  There  are  fome  herbs 
which  bear  upon  them  Nature  Jiznaturas  >  certain  denatures  and 
marks  ihmpM  upon  them  by  the  hand  of  Nature ,  Irving  C  a"a 
kinde  of  native  labels,)  to  tell  us  what  vertues  they  contain  ^  and 
whereby  it  may  be  known  (  even  upon  fight )  to  what  difeafes  or 
parts  of  the  body  ill  affe&ed  ,  they  are  proper  and  ufefull  (  becaufe 
bearing  fome  figures  or  colours  analogous  to  them  )  thus  punish¬ 
ment  iometimes  carries  fignatum  peccatif  and  proclaims  by  its  very 
make  and  faihion,  what  fin  it  is  intended  to  difcover  and  cure  in  us: 

And  this  it  doth  either  when  there  is  a  r sw\o-m^Haj  a  fuffering  in  the 
very  fame  inftances  and  ways  wherein  men  firm'd  ,  and  the  .crofs .is 
fas  it  werej  fhap’d  out  of  the  forbidden  tree  whereby  th.^offend- 
ed.  Thus  Davids  adultery  was  punifh’d  in  Abf atoms  inceft;  Pharaoh 
who  would  have  all  the  males  drown'd,  was  himfelf  drown’d;  and 
the  wickednefs  of  Abimelech  in  flaying  his  7o  brethren  was  re-  Judg.  9. 
turned  upon  his  own  head  in  that  ftrangeand  violent  death  where¬ 
by  he  perifh’d.  God  is  pleafed  lo  frequently  to  punifh  men  thus; 
that  the  *  Prophets  often  feem  to  foretell  a  judgement,  rather  by  *If  3  3  .i.Jer. 
a  rational  attendance  to  the  condition  of  the  fin  j  then  by  a  Divine  14.17.J0el  3. 
afflatus.  *  In  fuch  examples  ofDivine  juftice  ,  Gods*;^  hath  avoice  7,  8.  1  Sam. 
as  well  as  a  fmart ,  and  it  becomes  us  to  be  his  notice-takers ,  and  1 5.33  .Hab.2. 
not  (  with  the  Philijtines,  1  Sam.-  6.  9-  )  nickname  the  moll  appa-  6.  Obad.ver. 
rent  hand  of  God,  a  chance  which  hath  happened;  and  that  we  may  1  f  ,16.  Mic.i. 

.  .  >7.  jer.  48.26, 

27 .  ^uod  evidentius,  Dei  judicium  ejj'e  potuit,qu^m  ut  triumphum  prafumens,  triumpbus 
foret ,  isge.  &  ut  quieguid  fe  fattiirum  ufurpirah  ipfe  patcretur  ■}  Salv.  de  Gub.  Dei, 
1.  5*  fpeaking  of  the  Rom-  Capt, 
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not  be  thought  to  cenfure  our  Brother ,  turn  charitable  Atheifts- 
Or  z.  the  judgement  may  proclaim  the  fin,  when  there  isano^o- 
ttoSt id  3  when  the  judgement  feemsthe  fymbolofthefin,  and  ju- 
Jer.  ? .  ip.  ftice  pays  men  in  value  though  not  in  kinde.  Thus  God  threatned  the 
V.Mr*Medes  Ifraelites,  that  as  they  had  ferved  ftrange  Gods  in  their  own  land 3  [o 
Serm.  on  fhouldthey  ferve  jtr  angers  in  a  land  not  their  own.  Solomon  ferv’d  God 
jud- 1.  7.  with  a  divided  heart,  and  but  half  his  Kingdom  goes  to  his  potterity. 

When  We  fee  the  fcandalous  finner  corre&ed  thus  by  his  own  wic- 
kednefs,  and  made  even  to  drink  the  dull  of  his  own  Idol,  we  fhould 
make  a  pious  meditation  on  the  occafion. 

z.  When  the  judgement  furprifeth  the  finner  in  the  very  aftingcfhis 
wicliednefs  ,  and  fin  the  on-fpring  deftroys  its  parent  ( as  it  is  faid  of 
the  viper  J  in  the  very  production.  When  the  falfe  fwearer  is  im¬ 
mediately  ftricken  by  God  ,  and  the  blafphemers  tongue  fuddenly 
curft  into  filence  ,  and  death  fent  to  make  the  Oppreffour  vomit  up 
his  newly  llollen  morfels,  When  Herod  and  Nebuchadnezzar  have 
their  fin  and  punifhment  bearing  an  equal  date ,  flnfhort)  when 
juftice  thus  lays  afide  its  leaden  feet,  and  treads  clofe  upon  the  heels 
of  the  offender  >  God  intends  to  learn  us  fome  great  leffon  in  the 
example  j  and  it  is  a  figne  we  are  paft  feeling  if  we  can  fee  him 
thus  cutting  off  now  one  and  then  another  member  of  our  common 
body  without  fome  {hrinking,  and  religious  fenfe  thereof  in  our 
felves.  .  •  j  * 

3.  When  the  judgement  is  fuch  as  the  general  experience  of  times  proves 
the  ufual  con fe quern  of  fuch  a  crime.  As  a  fudden  and  untimely  death 
of  fedition,  the  mine  of  eftates  of  Sacriledge,  an  antedated  and 
difeafed  old  age  of  riot  and  drunkennefs  *  an  almoft  general  impe- 
nitency  of  uncleannefs ,  a  naked  and  expos’d  pofterity  of  oppreflion 
and  unrighteous  gain ,  ftrange  difcoveries  ana  an  infamous  death  of 
bloud  fhed ,  negled  and  fcorn  of  men  of  a  great  ambition  ,  the 
blafting  of  defigns  which  proceed  upon  the  violation  of  the  religion 
of  national  compa&s,  an  untimely  and  ftrange  death  of  cruel  and 
x  bloudjyperfecutions.  Gods  judgements  are  generally  2i  great  deep  (the 

reafons  of  them  paft  our  founding,)  but  his  righteoufnefs  is  fometimes 
as  the  great  mountains ,  vifible  tothedulleft  eye,  in  the  judgements 
wherewith  he  corre&s,  thofe  finsefpecially  which  fall  moft  direftly 
crofs  to  his  government  of  the  world. 

It  will  become  us  now  to  own  our  felves  TlW-nN 
Ifa.  6z  6.  Gods  Recorders  to  regifter  in  a  pious  remembrance  all  fuch  great  dif- 
plays  of  his  juH  ice  in  the  world.  Such  extraordinary  judgements  are 
intended  Gods  teftimonies  to  his  providence  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
the  writing  of  them  in  the  duft,is  none  of  the  leaft  caufes  of  Atheifm 
Verul.  de  in  the  world.  And  therefore  a  learned  Perfonage  (  not  without 
Augm.  Sci-  good  reafon  )  reports  it  as  a  great  defeCt,  thit  there  is  not  yet  ex- 
ent.l.i.c.n.  tant  an  Hiftoria  Nemefeas ,  a  judiciousand  wellattefted  hiftory  of 
the  divine  vengeance,  containingthe  moft  remarkable  monuments 
of  Gods  juftice,  in  which  it  might  appear  how  evil  hath  hunted ,  (  as 
it  were  through  many  turnings  of  affairs  and  mazes  of  life  )  the  vio- 
Pfal.140.xx.  lent  per  (on  and  athil  overthrew  him.  Adullandftupid  inobfervance 

of 
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of  fuch  examples  of  Divine  juftice  (  a  looking  at  them  all  but  as  the  Pfal.to.f.a?. 
cafual  drops  of  mifery  falling  from  that  common  cup  in  the  hand  of  god  4  *  \q.i  2 
Pfal.  7f .  8.  indifferently  upon  good  and  bad  ,  )  Hands  often  ar-  Ifa '.zt'zj 
raign’d  in  Scripture  as  a  very  great  fin.  6l  2./  4 

What  hath  been  fpoken  (  to  prevent  any  corruption  of  judge-  Zcph.  2  ? 
ment  or  pra&ice  )  mull  be  taken  with  a  grain  or  two  of  fait.  T0b 

I.  Where  no  particular  fin  of  any  blacker  die  appears  in  the  life  of  cur  jyiic.6  9. 
ajfiifted  Brother  t  we  mu  ft  not  pre fume  from  an  infpeftion  of  the  condition  ‘ 
and  'figures  of  the  judgement f  to  draw  up  any  particular  charge  againft  him. 

We  are  not  as  loon  as  ever  God  writes  bitter  things  againft  our  neigh- Chap.  13 
bour  (  as  Job  phrafeth  it  )  raihly  to  undertake  to  expound  the  par-  *’  *  ~  " 
ticular  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  writing  ;  left  we  call  that  a  fcorpiona 
which  God  intends  a  rod ,  and  that  an  inftance  of  Wrath,  which  is 
intended  but  an  exercife  of  Grace.  Gods  judgements  often  come 
forth  upon  errands  which  they  to  whom  they  are  fent,  may  better 
underftand  then  perfons  unconcern’d.  We  are  not  to  conclude  the 
punifhment  from  the  fin,  (  faying ,  Thus  and  thus  hath  fuch  a  man  done 
and  it  will  comc'horae  by  him}  this  is  to  preferibe  time  and  meafure  to 
the  juftice  of  God;  neither  may  we  infer  the  fin  from  the  punifhment 
(  intituling  fome  fuch  great  evil  of  fin  to  fuch  an  evil  of  punifh¬ 
ment  )  for  God  may  give  a  good  man  his  evil ,  as  to  a  bad  man  his 
good  things  s  in  this  world.  But  where  we  are  as  fure  from  Scripture 
(  not  fancy,  apt  to  abufe  us  where  our  felves  are  concern’d  )  that 
the  fin  is  extraordinary ,  as  we  are  from  fenfe  that  the  judgement  is 
fuch,  we  may  then  cry  out  with  the  followers  of  the  Lamb,  Rev.  i*. 4. 

All  nations  fi)all  worfbip  before  thee ,  0  Lord3  for  thy  judgements  are  made 
manifeft. 

2.  Care  muft  be  had  that  no  fuch  obfervations  be  leaven'd  with  any  un¬ 
charitable  fentence  upon  our  Brothers  final  eft  ate.  A  great  judgement  on 
his  body,  may  be  intended  a  great  mercy  to  his  foul,  and  perhaps 
the  fhame  and  mifery  of  this  lifemay  commute  for  hell.  U\\ddszt  al 
might  further  the  falvation  of  his  foul,  while  the  indiferetion  there¬ 
of  brought  a  fearful!  deftruftion  upon  his  bedy. 


SECT.  11. 

Prodigies  Pend  how  to  he  interpreted. 

Three  conclufions  more  to  dire  ft  to  a  right  under  ft  an  ding  in  reference  to  Pro¬ 
digies  penal.  Pour  injlances  of  Gods  extraordinary  judgements  upon 
the  adver faries  of  hisGofpel.  The  fingularity  of  Gods  judgements  upon 
the  jewijh  Nation t  wherein  appearing .  Extraordinary  judgements  no 
conclufive  arguments  againft  a  caufe  now  ,  and  why :  Why  Ufually 
thought  they  are i  The  words  of  our  saviour 3  Luk  1 3 .1,  2,  in  reference  to 
the  Galileans  t  explain’d.  The  judgement  upon  them,  whether  afigne 
of  the  time  to  that  generation  i  Lcjjcr  National  judgements ,  arguments 
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t6  repentance  no  figns  of  the  time.  Temporal  judgements  on  Nations 
ntore  argumentative  under  the  Old  Teji ament  then  the  New,  Religious 
arguments  to  be  managed  with  coolnefs  and  candour. 

T  He  third  Conclufion  todireft  to  a  right  underftanding  inrefe¬ 
rence  to  Prodigies  penal,  is  this-  Judgements  fingular  and  miracu¬ 
lous  (urprifmg  perfons  in  defence  of  acaufe ,  evidently  devoted  in  Scri¬ 
pture  to  definition  -May  be  regarded  as  partial  tefiimonies  from  heaven  a- 
trinfi  it.  It  is  re  adily  acknowledg’d  that  there  is  light  enough  in  Scri¬ 
pture  to  diftinguifti  doctrines  andcaufes  by,  but  yet  where  God 
hath  been  pleas’d  by  any  fuch  mighty  judgements  to  ppen  the  eyes 
of  men  to  a  clearer  perception  of  it ,  and  to  hold  them  in  a  more  ie- 
rious  attendance  thereunto,  they  are  not  to  overlook  it  tor  tear 
thev  appear  to  feek  a  figne  from  heaven^  or  to  offer  weak  men  an 
encouragement  to  wreft  the  darker  works  ofProyidence,(as  they  do 
the  words  of  Scripture,)  to  the  ends  of  fuperftition  and  fome  little 
interefts  and  Opinions  to  which  they  engrofs  the  favours  of  Heaven. 
To  ferve  the  more  diftin^  underftanding  of  this  conclufion ,  I 

fhallpropofethefe  few  examples.  rr 

1.  When  the  Jews,  in  the  affiftance  of  Julian  the  Emperour  affay- 
ed  the  reftoring  of  their  ruin’d  Temple  and  fo  to  oppofe  ^f^  to 
Chrifi  God  miraculoufly  determined  the  controverfy’,  for  the  fire 
(  Which  ufed  before ,  to'come  forth  from  him  to  conlume  the  facri- 
fice  now  )  came  and  confum  d  their  intended  Temple,  and  Altars, 
deftroyed  the  workmen  about  it  ,  and  their  feveral  inftruments ,  and 
the  whole  defigne  was  blafted  by  fuch  terrible  appearances  of  God 
againft  it,  that  many  Jews  were  perfwaded  by  that  vifible  argument 
aeamft'  Tiidaifm,  to  entertain  the  faith  of  Chrilr.  - 

2.  That  terrible  fire  which  iffuedout  of  the  ground  mthefecond 
vear  of  Tim  (  not  long  after  the  deftrudtion  of  Jcntfdcmmd  the 
Jewifh  Temple  )  and  laid  in  allies  the  Temples  of  Jupiter  Capnolt- 
bs  Neptune  Tfis,  Strap*,  the  Pantheon,  &c.  and  their  other  devoted 
places  was  io  ltrange  an  inftance,  that  the  *  Ethnick  Hiftorian  makes 
this  judgement  thereupon.  Malum  id  dtvimm  poms  quam  kumanum 
, and was  (in  all'likelihood )  regarded  by  the  Chril bans 
of  that  time  as  a  figne  that  no  caufe  or  Religion  (Ethnick  or  Jewith  ) 
Ihould  be  able  to  lhnd  before  the  Chriftian;  and  that  the  day  foie- 
told  wherein  *  God  would  famijk  all  the  gods  of  the  earth,  and  men  jhould. 
tvorfbip  him,  every  one  from  his  place,  even  all  the  ijles  of  the  heathen ,  was 

juft  now^a  dawru  g,  fllccemon  of*  Romane  Emperours,  whofe 
robes  (for  the  fpace  of  three  huudred  years)  were  dy  d  m  their 
own  blond  {hed  by  the  hand  of  violence  ,  feems  an 
dica  in  Providence,  and  to  carry  much  of  a  miracle  with  it,  and  may 
be  receiv’d  as  an  argument  of  Gods  controverfy  with  them  for  the 

butchering  of  fo  many  of  his  innocent  fheep,  under  their  Woudy  go¬ 
vernment,  (though  perhaps  fome  will  entertain  the  example  but  with 
common  thoughts,  becaufe  of  the  circumliances  the  Empne  was 

then  in.).  There 
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4.  There  is  no  Nation  under  heaven  whofe  fins  God  hathvifited 
upon  them  with  a  judgement  of  fo  private  and  -refer v’d  a  condition, 
as  that  of  the  Jews,  whether  refpeft  be  had,  to  the  nature  or  fcafon 

thereof.  ,  .  .  ,  r  ^  _ . 

1.  There  is  a  fingularity  therein  in  regard  of  the  nature of  it.  few  is 

become  throughout  the  whole  world,  rather  nomen  Odii  quamGcntti. 
They  are  now  as  much  fcatter’d  over  the  W orld,  as  before  impal  d 
and  diftinguiiht  from  it.  They  alone  live  in  banilhment,  wherefo- 
ever  they  come.  Now  their  becoming  thus  (like  Cain)  vagabonds  and 
fugitives  upon  earth,  (which  no  Nation  befidesisj  fpeaksthein  like 
him  gone  out  of  Gods  prefence,  and  guilty  of  fome  horrible  murder, 
even  no  lefs  then  that  of  the  Lord  of  life ,  which  the  fcripture  charg- 

eth  upon  them.  .  ,  .  ,  ,  ,  r 

2.  There  is  a  fingularity  in  the  judgement  upon  them,  m  regard  ol 
the  Seafon  thereof.  For  before  they  had  ftain’d  their  hands  in  the 
bloud  of  the  Lord  of  the  Temple,  their  Temple  f  though  fometimes 
defac’d )  was  never  made  vile  and  contemptible  by  any  abomina¬ 
tion  of  the  heathen,  fet  up  in  the  moll  Holy.  Ho  war,  no  [edition,  no 
captivity  3  no  vaftation ,  nor  any  other  fad  occafion  whatfoever,  made  fo  great 
a  waft  upon  the  religion  and  reverence  of  that  place ,  that  an  idol  or  image 
(againft  the  eftential  fanttity  thereof)  Jhould  be  tendered  to  worjhip 
therein  (as  Agrippa  in  his  Embafiy  to  Cairn  the  Emperour  largely  tells 
himj  for  that  the  very  heathens  had  been  tutor’d  into  a  reverence 
thereof,  by  thofe  fearful  judgements,  which  (as  he  there  tells  himj 
they  hadobfervedthe  King  of  heaven  alway  avenging  any  leller  in¬ 
dignities  offer’d  to  that  his  chamber  of  fpecial  pretence  ;  But  no 
fooner  had  they  committed  that  wondcrfull  and  horrible  thing ,  but  God 
delivers  the  place  of  his  ancient  habitation,  the  defire  of  their  eyes, 
to  the  defilements  and  difhonour  of  an  image  that  the  Emperour, 
erected  in  the  Holy  of  Holies,  as  a  fignthat  place  {hould  no  longer  be 
his  reft  becaufe  it  was-  polluted ,  and -that  he  had  forfaken  both  it  and 
them.  Moreover,  moftconftant  were  the  judgements  which  atlaft 
befelthe  enemies  of  the  Jewifti  Nation,  before  their  great  fin  of 

'  rejecting  the  fon  of  God.  Ifraelwas  then  holinefs  to  the  Lord3  and  the 
fir  ft  fruits  of  his  increafe,  all  that  devour’d  him  did  offend ,  evil  came  upon 
them  from  the  Lord.  Whereas  afterward  fo  conftant  their  fucceffes, 
when  attempting  upon  them,  as  if  to  fight  againft  that  nation  were 
the  only  way  of  obliging  victory,  and  the  affiftances  01  God.  Which 
fingularity  in  the  divine  judgements,  was  a  fign  that  God  had  now 
put  a  period  to  the  Jewifh  worfhip,  and  that  their  putting  of  Cliriit 
to  death,  lookt  of  a  blacker  colour  in  the  eyes  of  Juftice  as  procure- 
ing  more  dreadfull  evils  upon  them  then  all  their  other  fins  could 

ever  doe.  ,  , 

I  eafily  forefee  how  ready  fome  perfons  may  be  to  build  hayand 
ftubble  upon  this  foundation ,  and  to  conclude  fuch  a  caule  or  paity 
branded  from  heaven,  if  any  judgement  (dike  an  executioner  in  a 
vizard)  fright  full  as  well  as  fat  all }  befall  the  perfons  appearing  m  de¬ 
fence  thereof.  And  therefore  I  muft  here  mmde  them  how  incon- 
fequent  any  fuch  reafonings  can  be,  not  only  becaufe  I  more(|^|)lJ 
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doubt  whether  any  of  the  judgements  they  can  inftance  in  touch  in 
any  points  and  angles  of  fimilitude  thofe  already  mention’d,  and  be- 
caufethey  came  not  forth  to  decide  caufes  collaterally,  but  diame¬ 
trically  oppos’d  (not  differences  between  Paul  and  Cephas t  but  God 
and  Belial)  butbecaufe  judaifm  and  Gentilifm  were  caufes  evi¬ 
dently  devoted  in  facred  feripture,  and-the  judgements  following 
them  were  but  the  accomplishments  of  its  predictions,  and  the  ex¬ 
ecutions  of  a  feripture  fentence  upon  them.  But  we  have  now  no 
better  warrant  to  infer  the  goodnefs  or  badnefs  of  fome  lefler  caufes 
and  opinions  men  efpoufe,  from  the  judgements  which  may  fome- 
times  overtake  the  aflertors  of  them>  then  to  make  judgement  of  the 
loyalty  of  a  wife,  by  a  water  of  jealoufie.  For  as  fometimes  the  Per  [on 
may  fall  in  the  caufe  (becaufethat  is  difpleafing  toGod)  thus5F<?- 
pab  fell  in  the  expedition  againft  the  King  of  Egypt  5  fo  fometimes 
thecrfz//emayfallintheperfon  (becaufehe  is  dilpleafing  to  God)  as 
the  Ifraelites  in  the  controverfy  with  the  men  of  Benjamin .  Beiides 
we  are  to  prel'ume  that  God  lpeaksto  us  more  plainly  by  his  pro¬ 
vidence,  then  by  his  word,  wherein  he  hath  permitted  fome  lefler 
matters  to  fland  in  a  very  doubtfull  light,  to  engage  us  to  anexer- 
cife  of  our  underjlandings  to  find  the  truth,  and  of  our  charities  to  thofe 
who  (having  not  fuch  ftrong  and  excercifed  fenfes  as  our  felves) 
chance  to  miftake  it. 


It  were  therefore  heartily  to  be  wifht,  that  men  had  that  largenefs 
cj  heart ,  as  not  to  think  heaven  and  earth  concern’d  in  the  handing 
or  falling  of  their  little  interefis  and  perfwafions;  that  they  would 
leave  oft  (that  worftkind  of  enclofure)  the  entailing  Salvation  Solely 
upon  their  own  party ;  and  not  goe  about  to  hedge  in  the  Holy 
Dove,  by  appropriating  the  graces  and  influences  thereof  to  them¬ 
selves.  For  then  men  would  not  be  fo  prone  to  believe  Gods  judge¬ 
ments  defign  no  higher  then  the  ferviceof  their  little  paflionsa*nd 
animofities,  and  that  he  is  as  little  able  to  forbear  and  make  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  miftakes  and  infirmities  of  men,  as  themfelves. 

Perfonal  judgements  extraordinary,  are  to  be  regarded  as  Gods  viable 
fermons  of  repentance  to  a  multitude  under  the  guilt  of  the  fame  or  greater 
ftn*'  The  great  Lord  of  Hofts,  fometimes  decimates  a  multitude  of 
offenders,  anddifeovers  in  the  perfonal  fufferings  of  a  few  what  all 
deferve,  and  may  (without  repentance)  exped:  Now  as  the  ends 
of  brands  are  noted  to  filed  forth  their  tears  in  a  kind  of  fad  fenfe  of 
the  lofs  of  thofe  parts  which  the  fire  hath  already  feaz’d,  thus  they 
which  are  (in  the' phrafe  of  feripture)  as  brands  plucty  (forthepre- 
£ent)  out  of  the  fire,  fhould  exprefs  a  chriftian  fenfe  of  the  falls  and 
or  the  fins  of  thofe  perfons  which  God  was  pleas’d  to  make  their 
proxies  in  correction.  Great  judgements  are  not  to  be  interpreted 
iomuch  the  Jigns  of  our  brothers  fins,  as  the  reproofs  of  our  own. 
Becaufe  the  pregnant  example  of  the  Galileans  [occurring  Luk.  13.] 
may  lend  a  great  light  and  ftrength  both  to  the  particular  conclu¬ 
sion  before  us,  and  our  general  argument,  it  will  be  no  underva¬ 
luing  of  our  pains  to  paraphrafe  a  little  upon  our  Saviours  words 
upon  the  occafion. 
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Verf.  i.  There  wereprcfent  at  that  time3  feme  that  told  Him  of  the  Ga¬ 
lileans }  whofe  blond  Pilate  had  mingled  with  their  facrifices, 

%.  And  J  efus  an fwer ing  f aid  unto  them  fuppojeye  thatthefe  Galileans 
were  finners  above  all  theGalileans  becaufe  they  fuff'ered  fuch  things  ? 

3.  1  tell  you  nay  but  except  ye  repent  je  Jhall  all  lifiewtfeperijb. 

which  words  I  choofe  (with  Grotrn)  to  render, 
ad  modum  cundem,  after  the  fame  manner ,  for  I  conceive  our  Saviour  doth 
not  vary  his  fpeech  [verf.  5.]  when  difcourfing  of  thofe  which  pe- 
rifiit  by  the  tower  of  Siloam,  thus  [opioicat  ye  fhall  perifli 

ad  modum  fimilem ,  in  a  manner  life  them ,  but  upon  fome  reafon  of  mo¬ 
ment,  which  I  thus  explain. 

Thefe  Galileans  were  a  faftionof  fudas  of  Galilee  {of  whom  we 
read.  Aft.  $,  37.  J  whofe  great  doftrine  it  was,  that  it  was  unlawfull 
qbfjv  Tvis  Va^cuoti  'TiXedv,  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Romanes j  or  to  acknow-  Jofeph-  de 
1  edge  ptilcir-  tew  d-wlSt  A<a TinzLf  any  mortal  Lords  after  God  had  Bel.  Judaic* 
been  their  Kingi  orto  offer  facrifice  for  the  Romane  Governours  :  l,z.c.  12. 
Now  Pilate  (provokt  by  the  difhonours  or  the  dangers  wrapt  up  in 
this  doftrine  )  ftains  the  Altar  with  the  bloud  of  thele  feditious  facri- 
ficers,  fetting  upon  them  now  come  to  Hiemfalem  to  attend  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  palchal  rites.  Now  this  perfonal  judgement  was  a  little 
Map  wherein  the  lines  and  figures  of  that  terrible  calamity  which 
afterward  fell  upon  the  whole  Nation,were  excellently  reprefented^, 
fome  of  them  perifliing  ad  modum  cundem^  and  others  ad  modum  fimi~ 
lem .  For  as  thefe  Galileans  perifht  on  the  feaftof  Pafsoverin  afedi- 
tion  varnifht  over  with  the  lpecious  colours  and  pretences  of  religion 
and  confcience,  fo  did  a  great  part  of  the  Nation  afterward  fall  in 
a  rebellion  again#  Ccefar  for  Gods  fake,  [pious  pretences  that  they  efpe- 
daily  were  Abrahams  children 3  God’s  free  people }  and  to  pay  no  faneluary  viu.Grot. 
Jbelicl  to  a  Heathen  Ruler. ]  and  that  on  the  very  pafsover  day.,  in  the  m 
Temple  the  place  of  facrifice.  And  the  perions  upon  whom  the 
Tower  of  Siloam  fell t  were  a  kind  of  type  of  the  many  thoufandsbe- 
Tides,  which  perifht  in  the  ruins  ofthe  City  (of  which  that  Tower 
carried  the  image  and  reprefentation)  in  which  they  Were  furpriz’d 
by  the  Roman  army;  fothat  they  did  periih  [optoica  ]  in  a  manner 
fimilar  unto  them. 

Concerning  which  ftrange  examples,  I  mud  confefs  I  fee  no  rea¬ 
fon  to  receive  them  (with  the  Reverend  D.  tfactifon )  abfolutely  and 
in  themfelves  confiderM,  as  any  intended figns  of  the  time  to  thatGe-  jn  Ssrm* 
Deration^  nordoe  I  think  the  Jews  had  any  ground  to  think  thofe  on  Luk. 
fad  accidents  rumt  gwAGcu.'ov  \khvok  happened  unto  them  as  any  true  123 
and  proper  types  and  figures  of  an  analogous  dedruftion  to  fall  upon  J  J  5 ' 
themfelves  in  the  revolution  of  a  few  years  •  for  could  any  mere  man 
certainly  forefee,  or  butfufpeft,  that  any  fuch  itorms  and  fhours  of 
evils  Would  fuddainly  fall  upon  the  Jewifli  date,  upon  therifingof 
th:s  cloud  no  bigger  then  a  mans  hand  (the  death  of  a  few  private  and 
inconfiderable  perfons? )  As  a  forain  Divine  fpeaking  of  the  Englifh 
art  of  preaching  faid  truly,  pitta  eft  in  Artifice  quaminarte}  it  derives 
more  from  the  Artift,  then  any  fet  rules  of  art*,  fo  we  may  fay  upon 
our  Saviours  prophecies  and  forefight  expred  upon  this  occafion, 
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pha  fuitin fignificanti  quam  in  figno:  His  prophetick  panphrafeupon 
thatfign,  gave  it  that  fignificancy  and  expreftivenefs,  which  of  it 
felf  it  had  not  j  the  type  fpeaking  no  more  (without  the  divine  glofs 
and  fatfCtionJ  then  the  fmiting  of  any  King  upon  the  ground  three 
,  Xit'/fs  \  x  times  with  an  arrow,  now,  figmfies  that  he  fhall  fmite  his  enemies 
“  1  three  times,  becaufe  the  the  1  nib  nee  was  once  by  Gods  appoynt- 

d*  ment)  a  happy  Omen  of  luch  a  blefflng  to  a  King  of  Ifrael. 

But  howfoever,  the  Jews  ought  to  have  feen  the  fword  of  God 
in  the  handofP^e,  in  that  fad  example,  to  have  confider’d  that 
while  he  (like  the  leechj  drew  all  this  bloud  to  ferve  his  own  bloudy 
and  reverigfull  Nature,  the  great  Phyfitian  intended  it  as  medicinal 
to  the  body  of  the  nation,  to  teach  them  thewifdom  of  afpeedy 
repentance  therein,  leaft  a  like  or  greater  judgement  Jhould  furprize 
themfelves:  and  the  rather,  becaule  fo  guilty  of  the  fame  fin  [the 
hiding  of  the  /hw^offedition  in  the  Ephod  of  religion  and  confid¬ 
ence  toward  God]  and  not  feeing  their  fellows  iecur’d  from  the 
arreft  of  Judgement  by  the  religion  of  an  Altar,  and  the  prerogative 
of  a  Temple.  All  Gods  judgements  upon  others,  come  forth  upon 
purpofes  ofgrace,  and  are  intended  but  as  the  cutting  and  lancing  - 
of  one  member,  to  draw  away  the  corrupt  humours  from  the  reft. 

P  ,  -  Fifthly,  Lefj'er  national  judgements  are  to  be  regarded* as  the  Jigns  of 
Conciui.  5.  qoc[s  prefent  difpleafure,  and  as  his  fummons  to  repentance.  Scripture 
makes  mention  of  Gods  cutting  of  a  Ration  Jhort  [  z  Kings  i  o.  3  2.] 
and  of  hi  s  cutting  of  them  off  [Jer.  44.  n.]  the  inftruments  whereby 
he  doth  the  former,  are  very  intemperate  [eafons,  murrains  of  cattle , 
Epidemical  difeafesj  long  dearths ,  great  defeats  of  Armies,  &c.  For  as 
1  Joel.  12.  thereare  Vitia  Hominum  &  vitia  Temporum,  the  vices  and  follies  of 
men  taken  afunder,  and  of  men  confider’d  as  a  body,  and  under 
fuch  common  and  moveable  circumftances;  fo  there  are  MalaHo- 
minum,  the  evils  which  fall  upon  the  lots  of  private  men,  and  Mala 
temporum. ,  the  evils  of  the  Times,  the  Judgements  which  ceazeand 
touch  men  as  united  and  meeting  in  one  common  body  and  intereft 
and  under  the  guilt  of  fome  publick  and  National  impiety. 

Nowthefe  are  I  fay  to  be  received,  by  the  common  fenfe  of  a 
Nation,  as  Gods  warning  pieces  to  come  in  and  fubmit  themfelves 
to  him,  by  repentance,  leaft  he  ftorme  them  by  fome  more  black 
Joel.  1. 1  p.  and  terrible  judgement.  For  God  fometimes  deals  by  Nations  as  with 
i7#  perfons,  who  are  firft  brought  to  a  Council, next  to  a  Judgement,  then 

Mull  am  pent-  to  hell-fre.  Tht  great  day  of  deftruftton  from  the  Almighty  (foretold  by 
m  Romani  the  Prophet)  was  uflierM  by  thefe  letter  evils,  the  cutting  off  the  meat 
Orbis  autRo-  from  before  their  eyes,  the  rotting  of  the  feeds  tinder  the  clods,  &rc.  And 
mani  nominis  before  God  layd  the  Axe  to  the  root  of  that  fair  tree  [  the  Jewifb 
partem, quam-  Church)  he  was  pleafed  many  years  to  chop  and  prune  it  by  thofe 
libet  gravitcr  (i?y/u  vcPimv)  many  little  andprelufory  judgements,  that  itsun- 
plagis cat  f am  fruitfulnefs  might  be  corredted.And  that  (howr  of  vengeance  which 
unquamfuiffe  at  laft  overwhelm’d  the  Romane  Ernpire,  was  prefac'd  by  fome  fmal- 
corrcttam,&c.  ler  drops.  It  lay  long  in  the  fire  of  many  heavy  afflictions,  but  (like 
Salv.l.^De  the  clay  whereby  it  is  emblem'd  Dan. 2.42.)  it  loft  nothing  of  its 
Gub.  Dei-  impure  and  drofly  nature  *,  and  at  laft  this  incorrigiblenefs  brought 
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on  its  final  mine  and  execution  by  the  Barbarous  Nations  of  the 

North.  f 

I  fay  not ,  that  thefe  inftances  can  warrant  us  alway  to  receive 

all  fuch  letter  judgements  a  as  the  tokens  and  harbingers  of  much 
greater,  and  (to  borrow  the  language  of  the  Prophet)  at  the  fact-  Ifa.30.15. 
lings  out  in  cl  high  mil,  whofe  breaking  is  coming [uddenly  :  For  God 
often  makes  great  fins  the  triumphs  ofhis  goodnefs,  andlaysavery  Ifa.  43- M* 
fad  ground  ( in  fome  letter  evils  )  when  he  purpofeth  to  lay  on  his  54,  *1. 
fair  colours  of  peace  and  happinefs.  He  caufeth  it  fometimes  at  even 
fwhen  darker  and  blacker  times  were  expected  )  to  be  light.  Befides, 
the  unchurching  or  unpeopling  of  a  Nation  (  his  greater  judgements ) 
are  ways  which  under  this  fpiritual  Oeconomy ,  the  Divine  Juttice 
feldom  walks  in.  God  indeed  heretofore,  (when  the  world ,  in  the 
greener  years  thereof,  was  mott  under  the  condudl  of  its  lower  facul¬ 
ties,  and  moft  apt  to  be  drawn  or  driven  by  rewards  or  punifhments  ci  s  ^  w 
temporal  )  ttngled  out  the  Jewilh  Nation,  in  whole  outward  ttate  of  Ts  $  Ihw  l- 
proiperity  or  adverttty,  to  read  vittble  ledlures  of  Divinity  and  obe-  rato 

dience  to  the  Nations  round  about;  and  that  the  Nations  might  (r’Wkwav) 
take  the  fairer  view  of  their  ttate  God  tells  them,  Ezek.  $ .  5,  G  7 , 8. 
that  he  had  plac’d  fferufitlem  in  the  midft  of  the  Nations  round  yvaoia$i%i- 
about  her:  and  that  they  might  call  the  eyes  of  the  world  the  more 
upon  them,  their  plagues  were  fuch  as  fcarce  admitted  their  parallel  ouclkov  0  ©s- 
■  inftances.  But  God  choofeth  now  generally  to  punifli  incorrigible-  fo,  Theodor, 
nefs  under  temporal  by  fpiritnal  judgements.  He  fometimes  deli-  Orat.10.de 
vers  a  people  (like  samfon)  to  blindnefs  and  ftupidity,  who  having  Provid. 
been  often  bound,  by  the  cords  of  their  [Delilah]  fins  (  as  Solomon  Lam.  4.  6 . 
ipeaks  5  would  never  take  warning.  When  ever  therefore  the  Mat.  24.  21. 
(moke  of  Gods  letter  judgements  ,  fpeaks  his  anger  to  be  fondled  but  prov.  5.  22. 
a  little. t  we  are  to  exprels  a  quick  fenfe  thereof,  and  endeavour  its 
quenching  by  a  fpeedy  removal  of  the  fuefthofe  National  ttns 
which  may  continue  and  increafe  it.  God  will  account  with  men 
one  day>  not  onely  for  the  abufe  of  National  mercies,  but  National 
judgements. 

And  thus  (by  Gods  attiftance j  have  I  ittiied  my  meditations  upon 
both  parts  of  the  Argument,  and  offered  the  beft  defence  I  could  to 
the  caufe  I  undertook  (too  juffand  good  to  be  lott  for  a  Nihil  dicit) 

Upon  a  review  whereof,  1  am  notconfcious  to  my  felf  of  having 
trefpafs’d  againtt  the  Apottolical  precept  by  returning  upon  our  Ad- 
verfaries  railing  for  railing ,  and  of  giving  any  fufpicion  of  the  weak-  1  Pet.  3.9* 
nefs  of  my  caufe  or  Arguments ,  by  calling  in  pattion  or  reproaches 
to  their  relief  and  aflittance.  They  which  think  an  argument  pier- 
ceth  the  lefs ,  becaufe  not  manag’d  with  fome  keenefs  of  ftyle ,  may 
as  well  think  a  rafour  cuts  the  worfe  ,  for  having  its  rough  and  gra¬ 
ting  edge  a  little  taken  off.  The  truth  is,  I  apprehended  not  any  fuch. 
mountainous  difficulties  at  any  time  in  my  way,  that  I  ftiould  need 
(  like  Hannibal  in  the  Alps  )  to  force  a  paflage  through  them  with 
lire  and  vineger,  (  any  hot  and  tart  expreflions  and  reflections. ) 
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Gemming  Prodigies  Pend.  Chap.7. 
CHAP.  VII. 

The  Conclufion , 

The  Omijfion  of  a  particular  enquiry  into  the  truth  and  confequence  of  fome 
late  ft  range  relations  y  excufed.  The  undertaking  proved  needlefs,  diffi¬ 
cult;  unprofitable.  Relations  of  matters  wondcrfull  why  greatly  liable 
to  fufpicion.  The  Caution  of  the  fuperftitious  Heathens  in  deceiving  fuch 
ftoriesynoted.  Men  mo  ft  apt  to  be  abufed  with  fuch  relations  y  where  Re-  ' 
iigion  is  concerned  in  them .  The  excellent  manner  of  relating  wonders , 
in  Sacred  Writ.  The  conviction  of  an  Enthufiaft  or  a  Super ftitioics  perl 
fon}  why  greatly  difficult.  Projeffours  ahnoftin  every  Science.  Why  fo 
readily  attended  to?  The  Philofophical  ftudy  of  Prodigies  commended. 

.  An  acquiefcence  in  tkeprefent  difpenfations  of  Providence ,  an  effectual 
remedy  again  ft  curiofity, 

/  .  *• 

✓  ^ 

IT  might  poflibly  be  expe&ed  that  this  difeourfe  fliould  have 
touclvdmore  clofely  upon  the  occafion,  and  have  come  to  a  more 
diftinft  view  ,  and  particular  examination  of  (  at  leaft  )  fome  of 
thole  ftrange  relations  which  of  late,  have  been  preit  upon  the  faith 
of  the  Nation,  with  fo  great  a  confidence,  and  fo  troublefom  an  im¬ 
portunity.  An  undertaking  which  I  purpofely  declined,  looking  at 
it  as  Needlefs,  Difficult t  and  Unprofitable . 

Firib  As  initfelf.  Needle  fs *  For,  £befides  that  I  think  it  hard  to 
nude  a  faith  that  can  fwallowany  fuch  Camel-ftories ,  as  many  of 
them  in  all  the  circumftances  with  which  they  are  fwelFd  out ,  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  )  there  are  no  relations  in  the  world ,  which  we  may  with 
greater  reafon,  arreil  upon  fufpicion  of  impoilure,  then  fuch  as  thefe 
are.  And  that 

1.  Becaufe  of  the  ignorance  of  the  greater  part  of  their  Atteftoursy  in 
natural  Philo fophy.  Now  where  men  look  upon  an  object  fftrange  and 
prodigious,)  through  fo  grofs  and  thick  a  mediumy  it  is  no  trefpafs 
again#  charityto  believe  they  fometimes  report  them  beyond  their 
proper  and  jult  figures  and  dimenfions.  It  is  the  nature  of  ignorance 
finger efimul  &  credere . 

2.  Religion  feems  much  concerned  in  fuch  relations.  Now  men  (like 
Jacob  )  will  be  ready  to  venture  upon  a  lie  for  a  great  blefTing  £  the 
advancement  of  Religion]  Befides,  as  Atheifm  gives  all  events  to 
tne  lecond>  fo  Superllition  (  Religion  fear’d  out  of  its  wits  )  gives 
all  folely  to  the  firft  caufe,  and  is  therefore  quickly  perfwaded  to  fill 
out  its  relations  with  all  the  examples  of  wonderfull  and  extraordi- 
nary>  that  effects  may  appear  the  more  Worthy  of  the  immediate 
power  ofGod.  Moreover,  blinde  and  ignorant  fears  of  God,  make 
the  minde  imprefllve  to  any  kinde  of  religious  Legends.  Never  was 
tne  world  more  truly  Jiva/A-mv  ^  ^^.(fis  Philo  ftyles  it) 

a  Region  of  lies  and  fallacies ,  then  in  the  more  darKand  ruder  times 
of  Gentilifm  and  Popery ,  when  an  ignorant  devotion  toward  God 
had  made  Religion  almoft  nothing  but  a  continued  hiltory  of  prodi¬ 
gies. 
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gics,  apparitions ,  miracles  t  voices  from  the  clouds ,  and  the  like  :  and 
therefore  the  Lord  Baton  %  advifing  a  juft  kiftory  of  Prodiges.  todi-  Nov. Organ, 
red  to  the  true  interpretation  of  Nature  and  knowledge  of  caufes,  1.  2.  Aphor, 
gives  in  this  prudent  Caveat ,  Maxima  habendafunt  pro  fufpeciii  qua  2p. 
pendent  quomodocunque  d  Religionc ,  lit  prodigia  Livii.  ^c,  (  Superlti- 
tion  (as it  is  faidof  the  viper )  bites  off  that  head  ,  weakens  and 
jfoftens  that  faculty  of  reafon,  by  which  it  did  at  firft  conceive,  and 
makes  it  receptive  of  any  odd  fancies  and  impreffions.  > 

5.  The  ftrength  of  thefe  Relations  (like  that  of  Nifus  in  the  Poet  3 
lies  generally  in  the  weak  hair  of  jorne  Jingle  or  double  testimony.  Now 
as  there  is  little  reafon  to  conceive  a  whole  Nation  concern’d  in  the 
vifions  of  one  or  two  private  perfpns?  if  they  were  true  ( Gods  figns 
and  wonders  which  Were  intended  as  leffons  to  a  Nation  ,  or  poite  - 
rity ,  being  generally  attefted  by  numbers; )  fo  as  little  reafon  to 
hang  the  weight  of  fo  ferious  a  faith  and  great  affedions  in  Religion 
upon  fo  (lender  a  wire  ,  as  the  teftimony  of  one ,  perhaps  two ,  or 
three  men  fin  fuch  matters  J  is.  The  Romanes  of  old,  though  as  apt  to 
fwallow  fuch  prodigious  ftories  as  any  ,  yet  ufed  to  chew  them  firft 
by  a  ferious  examination  f  fomedmes  by  the  publick  Magiftrate  ) 
made  of  the  credit  of  the  Atteftours,  and  truth  of  the  Relations.  And 
we  (hall  finde  (in  Livy  )  prodigious  accidents  fometimes  paft  by 
without  any  religious  regards,  where  the  teftimony  appear’d  in¬ 
competent;  and  this,  left  what  was  intended  a  devotion  to  their 
Deities,  might  chance  to  prove  a,  mockery. 

4.  some  men  [eem  even  naturally ,  fabularum  proci,  the  very  couriers 
of  fables  and  Legends.  Either  out  of  a  native  vanity  and  emptinefs  of 
mindes  whereby  (  like  the  Cameleon  )  they  are  better  pleafed  with  Qiddam  in¬ 
aery  then  fubftantialnourilhment :  or  a  mean  hjnde  of  ambition  of  be-  credibilium 
ing  look’d  at  and  lfared  upon  by  the  ruder  multitude,  who  (in  all  relatu,  com- 
likelihood  )  would  negled  them  if  their  books  and  difeourfes  Were  mendationem 
not  foraewhat  antick  and  extraordinary.  Hence  the  men  can  fcarce  paranty&  Le- 
relateany  matter  (  efpecially,  if  going  a  little  off  from  common  and  ciorcmaliud 
quotidian  )  but  it  muft  look  big,  and  borrow  fomewhatof  a  Ro-  atturumjper 
mance.  quotidiana 

Very  obfervable  therefore,  the  manner  of  the  relation  of  any  duceretur, mi- 
great  wonders,  in  Sacred  Writ;  wherein  we  (hall finde the  molt  glo-  raculoexa- 
rious  difplays  of  the  Divine  power ,  delivered  in  that  fimplicity  and  tarn. 
coolnefs  of  ftyle,  in  that  lax  and  general  way,  with  as  little  of  ecfta-  dam  creduli, 
cy  and  emotion  of  minde  appearing  in  the  Relatour ,  as  if  fome  vul-  quidam  negli- 
gar  and  quotidian  occurrence  had  fallen  before  him  :  that  fo  there  gentes,  qui- 
might  not  appear  any  fymptoms  of  that  common  itch,  in  men  to  tell  Tiufdammen - 
ftrange  ftories,  or  any  affectation  of  ftrangenefs  and  the  common  daciumobrc - 
wonder,  or  a  great  folicitoufnefs  to  raife  the  efteern  of  that  caufe  or  pit,  quibuf- 
party,  to  which  they  were  an  honourable  teftimony  from  heaven,  dam  placet. 
in  the  minds  of  men.  Sen.  Nat. 

Secondly,  Such  an  undertaking  would  prove  exceeding  difficult .  It  be-  Qu.1,7.  c.i£\ 
ing  much  more eafy  to  beleeve  many  a  lfrange  ftory,then  to  attempt 
its  refute;  efpecially  where  the  Scene  thereof  is  laid  at  a  great  di- 
ftance  off.  Befides,  very  difficult  it  is  to  make  any  fteady  judgement 
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of  Tome  Prodigies,  without  an  actual  prefence  to  them*,  fucharerta 
water  of  ponds  ,  or  fountains  turn’d  (ask  is  pretended}  into  blond,  the 
interruption  of  the  current  of  rivers,  fome  [pets  w  of  bloud,  di [covered  upon 
(tones  or  fiatues,  &c.  the  caufes  of  which  appearances,  will  fcarce  be 
ever  hit,  by  perfons  which  Hand  at  a  great  dillance ,  and  underftand 
not  the  condition  of  the  feaion  ,  climate,  water,  earth,  when  and 
where  the  events  fell  out. 

3.  The  undertaking  would  have  proved  very  unferviceable  to  our  main 
purpofe3  for, 

1.  Our  defigne  was  not  the  difparagement  of  the  Perfons  of  our 
Adversaries  (of  which  any  attempt  upon  their  credit  would  have 
been  indited  )  but  of  their  caufe. 

z.  A  felicitous  enquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  Relations,  Would 
have  been  concluded  a  tacit  acknowledgement  of  the  value  and 
gnificaney  ofthem>  if  they  fliould  chance  to  prove  truths. 

3.  Having  cut  off  the  neck  of  this  Opinion  [  thofe  precarious 
principles  it  holds  of]  a  cuttipg  off  the  particular  heads,  [monftrous 
relations]  which  grow  upon  it,  would  be  needtefcnvj  endlefs ,  for 
others  would  quickly  rife  up  in  their  places. 

4.  We  have  (  as  Tarquinm  did  the  heads  of  the  taller  poppies} 
dire&ly  ftruck  at  the  credit  and  fignificancy  of  the  mofl  eminent  and 
pretending  Prodigies,  [  C omets  and  Apparitions  ] 

%.  I  conceiv’d  that  more  words  would  have  been  but  loft  upon 
perfons,  which  (  after  all  that  hath  been  faid  )  have  a  great  devo¬ 
tion  for  this  ancient  Idol  [  the  Opinion  of  Prefiges  by  Prodigies ,1  Spe¬ 
culative  errours  generally  [corn- the  truth  ,  practical  errours  hate  it, 
but  it  is  the  ufage  of  Superilition  and  Enthufiafm  to  fear  it:  be- 
caiifeinthe  two  former,  felf  onely 3  but  in  the  latter  God  is  prefum’d 
efpecially  concern’d-,  All  the  images  and  fictions  of  the  brain  (like 
thofe  in  the  fancies  of  Poets}  being  tranflated  prefently  into  hea¬ 
ven,  and  Gods  honour  and  counfels  thought  to  Hand  or  fall  with 
them.  ■  '  -  •  )  •  •  ’  i:i 

6.  Becaufe  as  for  perfons  of  more  free  and  unengaged  minds,  and 
that  ufe  not  to  believe  without  asking  themfelves  w/y ,  X  was  not 
without  forne  hopes  that  what  hath  been  already  diicours’d  in  this 
Argument,  may  fuftice  to  their  refolntion  and  fatisfe&ion.  Upon  all 
which  accounts^,  I  did  not  conceive  it  neceffary  to  concern  my  felf 
in  any  folicitous  enquiries  into  the  truth  or  falfhood  of  particular  re¬ 
lations,  or  a  tedious  difeovery  of  the  lightnefs  and  infignificancy  of 
them  fingly,  and  apart;  and  fo  to  kill  this  Superftition  (asthey  do 
fome  kinde  of  vermin  )  by  parts  and  piecer. 

After  all  that  hath  been  already  faid,  before  I  conclude  the  Read¬ 
ers  task  and  my  own ,  I  conceive  it  neceffary  to  call  him  to  a  notice 
of  that  ftrong  andalmoft  catholickpropenlion  in  our  nature,  (againff 
the  reproaches  even  of  our  undemanding  part ,  and  the  loud  voice 
of  a  great  experience  )  to  entertain  with  a  kinde  of  facred  regard, 
perfons  who  affume  to  themfelvesan  ability  to  do  6r  know  hugely 
beyond  the  common  Handard  of  humane  attainments.  Of  which 
kinde  of  Mountebanks,  there  never  wanted  examples  in  all  Arts 

and 
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and  Sciences-  InAftronomy  t  we  are  detain'd  with  the  vain  words  of 
fome  that  tell  us  of  a  Scriptura  ccclcftis ,  of  the  fates  and  deftiniesof 
Nations  and  Princes",  the  ifliies  of  any  great  Actions  >  written  upon 
the  great  fcroll  of  heaven  and  plainly  legible  by  the  Sons  of  Art ; 
of  a  way  and  method  of  deriving  down  and  continuing  the  ver- 
tues  of  Planets  and  Conttellations  in  certain  images  prepared  ac¬ 
cording  to  art.  In  Natural  Pkilofophy ,  we  are  as  much  abuled  by 
others,  which  tell  us  of  a  way  to  procure  Prophetical  dreams,  to  ex¬ 
alt  all  bodies  into  gold,  to  make  mighty  imprcffions  upon  the  air,  to 
advance  imagination  to  a  capacity  of  working  wonders  both  upon 
the  minds  of  men,and  (even  greatly  diifant)  bodies:  of  an  art  to  read 
and  expound  all  the  cryptick  lines  in  your  hand  and  face.  In  Me¬ 
dicos  ,  we  have  fome  confident  undertakers  to  refcue  the  Science 
from  all  its  reproaches  and  diflionours ,  nay  to  cut  off  the  very  en¬ 
tail  of  death  from  mankinde-.  In  Science  in  General ,  we  meet  With 
fome  ofthe  Tons  of  pride  whichtell  us  of  an  Ars  magna ,  a  Panfophia. ,  a 
method  to  blefs  man  with  the  real  fubltance  of  that  happinefs  [  A 
univerfal  knowledge  ]  the  catching  at  whofe  vain  and  flying  fliadow 
coif  him  the  lofs  ofParadife.  In  Divinity ,  Gad,  behold  a  troup  cometb 
of  perfons  which  begin  their  enquiries  where  all  wife  men  make  an 
end  [  Cabaliits ,  pretenders  to  Revelations ,  to  an  underiianding  of 
pens,  and  my jterious  prophecies ,  grange  providences ,  things  to  come »  the 
pretended  mysteries  wrapt  up  in  the  facred  numbers  and  names ,  the  intent 
andmeaningof  Prodigies,  fome  more  fpiritual  difeoverics  and  myftcriovs 

notions  in  Religion,  &c.  r  ,  ,  .  , 

All  which  pretenders  to  a  ii  <^piosov3  fomewhat  beyond  the  com¬ 
mon  fize  of  humane  ability  ,  men  are  eafily  perfwaded  into  great 
thoughts  of,  either  becaufe  in  magnis  vel  voluif\emirandumj  or  became 
all  thefe  pretences  are  but  the  many  and  various  repeats  of  that  hrlt 
and  moft  inviting  temptation  [  the  promife  of  a  more  rais’d  and  ex¬ 
cellent  knowledge ,  then  we  have  already  ]  or  becaufe  the  general 
ignorance  of  fuch  pretenders, helps  them  tofet  off  their  wares  and 
themfelves,  with  a  great  confidence,  which  hath  the  power  of  talci- 
nation  upon  weaker  minds,  perfons  not  fecured  by  the  countercharm 
of  a  great  knowledge  and  refolution.  .  r 

And  therefore  1  think  it  not  fafe  to  truft  the  conftancy  of  our 
minds  againft  all  opinjon  of  Prophecies*  Omens,  Signs  of  times,  Pre- 
faces  by  Prodigies,  as  alfo  thole  other  Splendid*  mm  (  nearly  rela- 
ted  to  them)  julf  now  mentioned,  folely  with  reafon  and  argu¬ 
ment.  It  is  a  little  neceffary  to  confront  a  kmde  of  fullen  refolution, 
againjl ,  to  an  almoff  obftinate  propenfion  of  minde  towards  them. 
And  if  men  would  once  value  their  Underltandings  fo  far  ,  as  to  call 
all  fuch  husky  and  curious  arts  and  ftudies  (as  the  Chaldee  Oracle  doth 
all  divinations,  by  the  Exta3  the  motions  of  birds,  fmoke_,  &c, 

— ’A Svfpunv-  TTOLVl'-t 

zvettoic  TUTric  ~  T  -, ,  ,  , 

but  the  recreations  and  entertainments  of  children  ,  and  the  weak 
fupportsof  thegainfulltrade  of  cheating  and  impoilurej  they  would 
alb  (like  fables  Which  want  Auditours  )  quickly  fink  into  darknels 
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and  filence  :  btft  as  long  as  there  are  any  perfons  in  the  world  troubled 
with  thefts  of  the  firft  M  other  ( curiofity  and  pride)  there  will  never  be 
wanting  fome  that  will  thruft  any  luch  rotten  and  unfavoury  fluff 
under  their  nofes. 

If  men  were  once  perfwaded  into  a  great  refolution  againft  all 
fuch  fubtile  vanities,  and  difficult  impertinences,  the  price  of  real 
and  fubftantial  wifdom  would  quickly  rife  in  the  World  ->  and  the 
Tree  of  knowledge  (thefe  fuckers  which  are  ready  to  ftarve  it,  being 
once  thrown  off)  Would  thrive  and  fpread  *,  men;  when  they  came 
todifcourfe,  would  be  more  fure  of  each  others  principles,  and 
Religion  would  be  no  longer  render’d  ito  the.  negleft  and  fcorn  of 
fubtile  men,  becaufe  appearing  to  them  but  a  cold  form  of  fome  pi- 
tifull  modes  and  obfervations,  a  fyftem  of  blind  fears,  or  lean  and 
ignorant  imaginations.  r  j  .  ' 

What  hath  been  hitherto  difcourft(  if  it  any  where  feemtohitj 
hath  not  been  at  all  leveled  againft  the  PMbfopbicalftudy  ofProdigiesj 
or  intended  any  difparagement  of  all  fober  inquiries,  into,  or.hiftory 
of  the  Heteroclita  Nature,  preternatural  generations,  or  any  inftan - 
ttavar  'writes  either  in  Heaven  or  Earth.  It  is  to  be  wiflit  that  there 
werea  kind  of  Philofophy- office,  wherein  all  fuch  unufual  occur¬ 
rences  were  regiftredj  not  in  fuch  fabulous  and  antick  circumftances 
wherein  they  Hand  recorded  in  the  writers  of  Natural  Magick  fde- 
figning  nothing  but  wonder  in  their  Readers)  nor  with  a  fuperffi- 
tious  obfervation  of  any  fuch  dreadfull  events  with  which  fuch  rela¬ 
tions  are  ufually  ftain’d,  in  the  writers  which  intend  a  fervice  to  re¬ 
ligion  in  them :  But  in  fuch  fait  hfull  notices  of  their  feveral  circum- 
ftances;  as  might  affift  the  underftanding.  to  make  a  true  judgement 
oftheir  Natures  and  Occafions.  Such  a  Hiftory  woiild  ferve  there- 
Verulam  de  Prehen6?n of feveral  maximes  in  Philofophy,  deliver’d  upon  a  fcanty 
a  2  Scien  an(*  infpe&ion '.of  Nature' '(as,  prefented:  tot  view  but  in  fome 
i  ®  ’  h  one  poftute)  and  would  give  Religion  a  freedom  from  its  more  dan¬ 
gerous  (becaufe  lefs  fufpe&ed  Adve.rfary  )  Super fthion for  as  a  di- 
ftinft  and  full  view  of  fecond  caufes,  begets  religion ;  (becaufd  necef- 
farily  directing  the  eye,  at  la  ft,  upon  the  Firft)  a  fuperficial  andim- 
peife& notice, .Atheifm^Q which. like  the  bat.  is  noted  to  flieabroad 
in  the  the^twilight,  in  a  kind  of  middle  Hate  .between  the  dajrknefs  of 
ignorance  and  light  of  knowledge)  fb,  an  utter  ignorance  of  caufes 
natural,  leads  (in  more  foftand  impreffive  minds,  efpecially)  to  /«- 
perftition>  a  flavifli  obfervance  of  and  blind  devotion  toward  God. 

All  the  words  therefore  which  have  been  beftow’d  upon  this  ar¬ 
gument,  have  been  directed  folely  to  thedifeourageing  of  a  fttper- 
ftitiom  Jtudy  of  the  fingularities  in  nature,  and  all  regards  of  them  as 
Frognofticbj  of  any  future  evils,  and  approaching  alterations  in  the 
Hate.  Which  that  they  may  take  the  readier  hold  of  the  Reader feven 
blunt  nayls  will  enter  a  foftand  yielding  matter)  I  doe  with  a  great 
ferioufnefs  recommend  to  his  afleftions  and  endeavours,  A  perfect 
complacency  &  acquiefcence  in  all  theprefent  allotments  of  divine  providence. 
For  it  is  only  when  men  are  fick  of  things  prefent »  that  they  long  for 
variety,  and  therefore  have  a  very  forward  faith  and  afreftion  for 

whatfoever 
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whatfoever  prophecies  and  figns  feem  to  give  them  the  hopes  and 
promifes  thereof.  As  Nature  hath  feated  in  fome  bodies  a  kind  or 
reftlefs  de  lire  of  change  ,  and  motion  from  their  prefent  it  jo  hu¬ 
mour  t  (or  intereit)  hath  plac'd  in  fome  minds  a  kind  of  perpetual  mo¬ 
tion,  an  eternal  defire  of  change  and  alteration  :  And  therefore  Pro¬ 
phecies)  Omens,  Stories  of  Prodigies,  {hall  be  readily  attended  to  and 
contended  for,  fortheie  things  feed  that  humour,  becaufe  encou- 
rageing  in  loofers  the  hopes  of  a  better  game  by  fome  new  ihuffling 
and  cutting,  and  in  all merlons,  not  pleas’d  with  what  pleafeth  God, 
ofa  great  change  of  affairs*  inflate.  ,  n  /  , 

Whereas  a  true  [on  of  wifdom,  doth  f vi/.(6cuvov\ci  (as  tne 

Moraliit  fpeaks,)  heartily  kifs  and  embrace  all  the  iilu.es  of  the  divine 
wifdom  and  goodnefs :  for  he  is  not  fo  vain  a/s  to  measure  the  W  ifdom 
and  goodnefs  of  all  the  refults  of  Gods  counfels  by  the  reference  they 
bear  to  the  little  ends,  interefts,  or  opinions  of  fo  inconfiderable  a 
piece  of  the  world  as  himfelf  >  or  to  thirty  his  two  eyes  can  fee  more 
thenthofe  many  in  -the  wheels  of  providence  *,  He  believes  all  events  . 
to  be  either  good  in  themfelves,  or  in  their  ends  and  iffues.  And 
therefore  he  can  live  quietly  ex  tempore,  and  poffefs  himfelf  in  peace 
though  in  delfitution  of  any  figns  and  tokens,  common  prophecies 
or  prodigies  to  tell  him  news,  and  to  read  to  him  the  hiftoryofa 
■future  time.  Sollicitous  inquiries  into  the  condition  of  times  to  come, 
are  planted  by  curiofity?  water’d  by  a  great  difguft  of  things  before  us, 
and  receive  increase  from  weak  fears  in  reference  to  hereafter ;  againft  pan  4<  I7> 
all  which  peftesanim*,  a  quick  and  a&ive  perfwafion  that  the  moft  High 
ruleth  in  the  kingdoms  of  men t  and  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs  prefide  in: 
all  affairs  of  the  world,  is  an  eafy  and  perfect  Antidote  >  and  by 
confequence,  againft  all  regards  to  prodigies, Prophecies, Omens,the 
tokens  and  expreflions  of  them.. 
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AnAnfwertotheObjettions  againfi  nr  He  teftimonics  of  Heathens,  Fa- 
the  precedent  difcourfe.  thers.  Modern  writers,  aliedg'd 

againft  the  truth  contended  for  :  An- 

T  He  fir  ft  Objection  ta\cn  from  the  ,  j  wer  d,  firft  more  generally,  fome  ac - 
common  fence  and  perfwafton  of  count  given  why  [o  many  learned  men 
men  propropojed.  Some  general  anfwers  have  given  countenance  to  the  contrary 
returned  unto  it.  An  enquiry  made  into  perfoafion,  A  particular  return  to  the 
the  reafons  of  it, and  refolved.  i.Ixito  an  teftimony  of  Herodotus.  Heathens > 
ignorance  of  caufes,  Ignorance  noted  to  greatly  fond  of  this  notion ,and  why, 
beget  confidence  in  the  head,  and  diffi-  Fathers  no  great  favourers  of  this  Do- 
dene e  in  the  heart,  z.  Into  guilt,  quickly  Urine .  The  Teftimony  of  Tertullian 
awakened  into  a  fear  of  an  approaching  unserviceable  to  our  Adverfaries,  S 
evil,  and  why.  3.  The  application  of  a  Auftin  exprefs  againft them',  Thetefti - 
humane  Me  a  jure  to  the  divine  ablings,  mony  o/Machiavel  di fabled  by  a  three- 
The  commonnefs  and  evil  of  this  ufage  fold  confideration.  D.  JzckCon  twhence 
noted  in  Philojophy  and  Divinity.  4.  A  ( in  probability )  fo  inclinable  to  the  re¬ 
great  propenfion  in  men  to  clofe  with  any  gard  of  Prodigies ;  f ome  account  of  his 
flattering  medium  to  arrive  at  the  loft  boo^of  Prodigies.  The  ill  ufe  the 
knowledge  of  things  future^  This  noted  Heathens  made  of { Prodigies f  the  obfer - 
in  all  Nations  ft  ome  account  giventhere-  vation  of  them  unbecoming  our  Reli - 
of.  j .  The  Agency  of  the  devil.  The  gion ,  and  a  dijhonour  to  God . 

•advantages  this  perfwafion  gives  him .  J _ . _ 

His  deftgn  to  work  bafe  and  fervile  fears 

in  men t  noted.  6»  The  authority  of  a  S  E  C  T.  V. 

traditional  fuperftition.  Prodigies  cb.  An  A„faer  to  thOheUion  fetch 
ferv  d  in  our  times ,  obfery  d  in  former.  Jf  Ex1)er:et.ce 

7.  The  private  opinions  of  [ome  contem -  from  JZ  xpenence. 

plative  per  font ,  inclining  to  this  per.  -p  HeobjeBion  proceeding  upon  ex - 

freafion.  Some  of  them  touch  upon.  J  periehepropofed,  further  confir- 

8.  The  Nature  of  the  foul,  greatly  tm-  md  from  tucin.  VMie,  others.  That 
prejfive  to  a  conceit  o  Vin\\t\s  equi-  flJevincU  Un’fafe  F'lfe  FaUaci_ 

hties,  and  limilitudes  in  the  Govern.  Men  to  conclude  general 

mem  of  the  world.  Strange  judgements  mxims  frJ  f  examples,  and  toby, 
and  changes  in  earth ,  dffcribed  by  s  vUiigies  mentioned  inHiftory, 
Poets  and  Prophets  ufuaUy,  by  fome  originaUy  hvoXotgaes.  Superflitiin  oft 
mighty  changes  *n  Nature.  9.  The  Na-  irf  ge  n)UHth  Wd  Met/m 

tural  aptnefs  of  the  foul  to  entertain  1 

things  'vehement  and  extraordinary,  *h  ml  tt flights, 
with  great  Opinions,  Arguments  from 
general  confent,  whenconfiderable* 

SECT* 


The  Contents. 


SECT.  VI. 

An  Anfwer  to  the  Objettions  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  the  more  immediate 
principles  of  Reafon. 

He  jirjl  Objeftion,  God  muft  be 
fuppos’d  to  warn  before  he 
ftrike  j  Anfwer  ed  in  four  particulars t 
the  Rational  intimations  of  a  judge¬ 
ment,  what  ?  Second  Objection,  that 
the  removal  of  this  opinion  of  pro¬ 
digies,  weakens  the  faith  of  a  Di^ 
vine  Providence ;  anfwered  the  Opi¬ 
nion  evinc’d  rather  to  invalidate  the 
article ,  Third  Objection,  It  appears 
not  to  what  end  they  can  ferve,  but 
that  of  prefagesj  the  danger  of  this 
objeflion  noted ,  the  alledging  of  this  end 
prov’d  vain  by  aligning  more  great  and 
excellent  ends . 

SECT.  VII. 

An  Anfwer  to  the  fever al  Scrip¬ 
tures  alledge d  in  favour  of  the 
adverfe  Opinion . 

He  firjt  Scripture .  ifpeak- 
ing  0/ figns  of  times,  anfwer’ d  by 
Jhewing  the  great  difparity  of  figns , 
things  fignified,the  times  fpoken  of, 
and  the  Perfons  fpo\en  to,  from  thofe 
concern’d  in  this  Argument.  The  fecond 
Scripture  [Joel  z.  30,31.]  Vindicated , 
The  day  of  the  Lord  how  under  flood  in 
Scripture ,  mighty  changes  in  the  crea¬ 
tion,  in  prophetical  scriptures,  to  be  un¬ 
der  flood  myflically,  and  why.  The  pro¬ 
phecy  of  Joel,  how  under  flood  and  when 
accompli  (bed.  The  third  Scripture, 
[Luk.  21.  xi.J  anfwered  largely. 


CHAP:  III. 

Concerning  Prodigies  Pre¬ 
ternatural. 

PRodigies  Preternatural 3  what.  The 
obfervation  of  them,  proved  a  hurt- 
full  vanity  :  The  profane  opinion  the 


Heathen  had  of  God,  upon  the  prefence 
of  any  of  them,  noted  from  their  wri¬ 
tings.  The  evil  influence  they  have  upon 
the  minds  of  men  now  :  A  double  ac¬ 
count  given  of  the  prevalence  of  this  per- 
fwafion.  The  conceit  of  Gods  giving 
forth  fome  Jhadows  and  pictures  of  hk 
great  worlds  before  he  fet  about  them^ 
toucht  upon ,  The  Authours  judgement 
of  Apparitions  delivered  in  five  Con- 
clufions .  An  enquiry  into  the  truth  of 
the  Prodigies  mentioned  in  Jofephus* 
The  wonderful  Prodigies  mentioned  in 
Ovid  and  the  Sibylline  0 facies  i 
whence  taken. 

•  * 

CHAP.  IV. 

(fonc erning  Prodigies  fin  appear¬ 
ance)  Supernatural . 

0 me  Prodigies  in flanc’d  in,  which 
feem  Supernatural  *  the  truth  in 
reference  to  them  deliver’d  in  4  Propo - 
fltions.  Lying  Oracles  and  Miracles 
of  efpecial  uje  to  advance  the  Devils 
kingdom.  Strange  events  not  to  be  ea- 
flly  judg’d  miraculous,  and  why.  The 
fir fl  fiery  eruption  of  yefuvius>  proba¬ 
bly  concluded  a  fign  of  judgement j  and 
the  reafons  of  that  ajfertion.  IVhat  to  be 
thought  of  that  fiery  f word  which  hung¬ 
er  over  Hierufalem.  No  prodigies 
(in  appearance )  Supernatural*  to  be 
received  now  as  figns  5  and  why  ? 

- —  _  •  —  ■  ■■  T— " 

C  H  A  VI  V. 

Remedies  advifed  againfi  the  Su¬ 
per  flition  of  Prodigies  Signal. 

SOme  men  greatly  propen fe  to  judge  by 
me  a  fur  es  vehement  and  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  why.  The  evil  of  the  common 
fuperflition  of  Prodigies  further  noted. 
$  remedies  advis’d  againfi  it,  i.The- 
difearding  of  all  jealoufies  of  God. 
Thefe  an  ejpeciall  occafion  of  this  fuper¬ 
flition  in  the  minds  of  the  Gentiles. 
2.  The  avoiding  ofany  greatfears 
or  hopes  in  reference  to  the  future. 

CL  Tbefe 


The  Contents. 


Theft  dpt  to  ma\e  men  regard  full  of 
7 rodigies  and  Prophecies  ,  with  the 
? afon  thereof.  The  ftudy  of  natu¬ 

ral  philofophy.  The  nature  of  know¬ 
ledge  ( in  general )  to  fortifie  againfi 
the  fears  of  evil,  the  particular-  ufeful- 
nefs  of  natural  Philofophy  hereunto. 

4.  A  great  indifferency  of  minde  as 
to  the  ifiiies  of  things  in  this  world. 
Perfons  mofi  in  love  with  the  world 
mo  ft  follicitoKt  tolyiow  its  fortune;  e- 
videttc’d  in  the  Jews  and  Gentiles : 

5.  The  difcarding  of  that  vulgar 
principle.That  God  gives  us  [now] 
ftgns  of  times.  That  queftion  [ whe¬ 
ther  there  be  any  or  nof  anfwered  in 
three  conclufions .  The  vanity  of  attend¬ 
ing  to  vulgar  prophecies  reprehended. 
An  anfwer  to  Luke  %i.  11.  brought 
for  proof  of  them.  Why  fome  figns  of 
deftruttion  given  to  the  Jewijh  nation. 
Great  changes  in  the  world  not  eafily 
forefeen ,  and  why.  Times  hidden  from 
mens  with  the  reafon  thereof 5  men 
greatly  addifted  to  regard  any  pretend¬ 
ers  to  divination  •  the  evil  of  propofing 
of  or  attending  to  any  ligns  of  times. 


CHAP.  VI. 

Concerning  Prodigies  Penal . 

-SECT.  I. 

Prodigies  Penal  how  to  he 
interpreted . 

TWo  conclufions  here  laid  down  to 
dircft  to  a  right  notion  in  reference 
to  judgements  extraordinary.  Thefe 
without  other  proof  no  fafe  figns  of  the 
extraordinary  finfulncfs  of  Perfons. 
Men  apt  to  thinly  them  fo  and  why.  Nor 
yet  of  caufes  :  proved  by  fever al  con¬ 
siderations.  Eminent  judgements  upon 
eminent  finners  to  be  greatly  heeded.  A 
judgement  fignal  and  remarkable  in 
three  cafes  especially.  Two  mifearriages 
to  be  avoided  in  the  obfervation  of  the 
punifhments  upon  our  Neighbour. 


SECT.  II. 

* Prodigies  Penal  how  to  he  inter¬ 
preted  farther  declar'd. 

THree  conclufions  more  to  dire  ft  to  a 
right  under (landing  in  reference  to 
Prodigies  penal.  Four  in  fiances  of 
Gods  extraordinary  judgements  upon 
theadverfaries  of  hisGofpel.  The  fin - 
gularity  of  Gods  judgements  upon  the 
Jewifb  Nation  ^wherein  appearing.  Ex¬ 
traordinary  judgements  no  conclufive 
arguments  againft  a  caufe  now ,  and 
why :  Why  ufually  thought  they  are  ? 
The  words  of our  saviour 9  Luk.i  3.1^. 
in  reference  to  the  Galileans  ^explain'd. 
The  judgement  upon  them ,  whether  a 
fign  of  the  time  to  that  generation  ? 
Lefjer  National  judgements  t  argu¬ 
ments  to  repentance ,  no  figns  of  the  time. 
Temporal  judgements  on  Nations j  more 
argumentative  under  the  Old  Teftament 
then  the  New .  Religious  arguments  to 
be  managed  with  coolnefs  and  candour. 


CHAP.  yii. 

The  Conclufion. 

He  Omiffion  of  a  particular  enquiry 
into  the  truth  and  consequence  of 
fome  late  firange  relations ycxcufed.  The 
undertaking  proved  needlefs,aifficulf3 
unprofitable.  Relations  of  matters 
wonderful!  why  greatly  liable  to  fufpi- 
cion.  The  Caution  of  the  fuperfiitious 
Heathens  in  receiving  fuch  fiories>  no¬ 
ted.  Men  mofi  apt  to  beabufedwith 
fuch  relations  f  where  Religion  is  con¬ 
cerned  in  them.  The  excellent  manner 
of  relating  wonders ,  in  Sacred  Writ. 
The  conviftion  of  an  Enthufiafi  or  a 
Superftitious  perfon,  why  greatly  diffi¬ 
cult.  Projeftours  almofiin  every  Sci¬ 
ence.  Why  fo  readily  attended  to  ?  The 
Philofophical  fiudy  of  Prodigies  com¬ 
mended.  An  acquiefcence  in  the  prefent 
difpenfations  of  Providence  ,an  efj'cftual 
remedy  again fi  curiofity. 

FINIS. 
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